Welcome

Welcome to the Bardsey Beacon, the newsletter for
members of Bardsey Bird and Field Observatory.

You will have noticed that the title of the ‘Beacon’
has been improved to include a Welsh translation:
‘Golau Enlli, which means ‘Bardsey Light’. We hope
that this new title more accurately reflects the
culture and heritage of the island, and symbolises
the way forward for the Observatory.
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Croeso

Croeso i "Golau Enlli," sef cylchlythyr i
aelodau Gwylfa Maes ac Adar Ynys Enlli.

Fel y gwelwch mae'r teitl wedi cael ei newid i
gynnwys y Gymraeg. "Golau Enlli "yw "Bardsey
Light." Rydym yn gobeithio fod y teitl newydd yma
yn adlewyrchu traddodiad a diwylliant yr ynys ac yn
dangos y ffordd ymlaen i'r Wylfa.

Warden'’s report for spring

The clean-up of the Obs. in the early part of 2009
edition of the Beacon and | had just finished menti
that the satellite internet package was installed i
on at the Obs...

Over the winter of 2008/2009 Alicia, Emma and |
decided that the Obs. needed some new pans in the
kitchen. A few years ago | bought a set of
professional catering pans from a company called
Jean Patrique Ltd. We decided that these pans,
although not cheap, would be a very good investment
for the Obs. So with donations from Alicia and
Emma, two complete sets of pans and kitchen knives
were bought. These, so far, have proved very
popular with the guests and we no longer have a set
of messy old pans and dodgy blunt knives. We could
still do with another set of pans of the same design
from the same company so they all match, so if
anyone wishes to help out and donate some or all
the money for a set (about £80) please contact me.

Moth traps run each night
Both Rich E and Ben Porter have been running moth
traps each night and have gathered some excellent

was well documented by Liz James in the last
oning that we had re-fitted the Library and
n early May. Since then there has been a lot going

data, as well as catching some wonderful moths
(Rich E’s summary of the year’s progress so far
follows later in this newsletter and highlights are also
mentioned later in my wildlife summary for spring.).

Bedroom for Connor

In April, Bevan and Neil Healey along with their friend
Mike made a trip to the island with the purpose of
converting part of the food shop into a bedroom for
Connor. They arrived in the morning and, in
traditional fashion, set to work immediately and by
the close of play on Saturday, the foundations for the
floor were laid. By the end of the week the room had
been fully converted and the food shop redesigned.
We now have (thanks to the three workers, Patrick
for getting consent from BITL and BITL for allowing
us to do the work) a very nice and comfortable
bedroom for Connor. He is very pleased with it and
spends quite a lot of time in there listening to stories,
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playing, making magic wands etc. | would personally
like to thank all who were party to helping make this
project so successful as it has made life on the island
with a seven year old son so much easier.

And reordered pantry

During Neil, Bevan and Mike's stay they also made
the ‘hole under the stairs’ in the kitchen into a new
veg-cupboard. This is because we have had to
remove the old ‘meat-safe’ in the pantry so we could
fit our new second gas powered refrigerator. This
was done in mid-May giving more fridge and freezer
space for our guests.

Springwatch film

In May we were joined by the BBC for a night
when Simon King and the SPRINGWATCH team
came to film Manx Shearwaters at Nant using
thermal imaging technology. The programme was
shown towards the end of the penultimate show in
the series.

Windows now open!

During the summer months other work around the
Obs. included a complete re-paint of the outside of
the building. Dan Dawson undertook the job with
the true professionalism we have come to expect
from him. He also set about the windows in the Obs.,
some of which have not opened for decades. He
stripped layers and layers of tired and old paint
from them, sanded them down and repainted them
and now the windows in the boot room, pantry and
washroom all open as they once did many moons
ago! So by then the outside of the Obs. looked
very smart.

Major rain tank removals

It was at this point that Rich B began to work his
magic on the guttering and water tanks. We have had
rain water tanks dotted at the corners of the building
since time began! However, an idea from Alicia and
Emma to move the rain tank from the back door of
Cristin was worked into a larger scale plan to remove
all the water tanks to one ‘dead’ area behind the Obs.
and to encourage any excess water away from the
building. Rich, along with help from various parties
including Gwyn Stacey, moved the rain tanks,
created new soak-aways (including digging quite a
large trench behind the Obs.), and then tidied all the
rest of the outside of the building. The next task was

to replace all the old and worn out guttering and
down-pipes. Rich and Gwyn painted the facia boards,
and put the new gutters up and then, having dug in
new underground ‘soil pipes’ to take rain water into
the front garden, got all the drain pipes taking the
rain away from the Obs. This hopefully will make

the inside of Cristin much drier than it has been in
the past.

Gents loo a masterpiece

A few years ago the ladies plastic ‘elsan’ toilet outer
was replaced with a wooden structure in which the
bucket was fitted, topped with a very nice wooden
seat. Since then many of the gents have complained
that their loo was ‘sub-standard’. Rich B took these
comments to hand and created a new master piece
of a loo for the men. So as well as the ‘rare wall’ in
the gents there is a very nice, new varnished
wooden shelf/toilet, with sliding cupboards beneath
for storage/cleaning and no more complaints from
the gents. On top of this his flower arrangements

in the ladies loo are still getting the comments

they deserve!

The new gents toilet © Steve Stansfield

Warden starts blogging

The internet was installed in May. Since then | have
set up a blog page called BARDSEY WILDLIFE,
linked to the BBFO website. This site is updated
almost daily and is proving to very popular with many
members and visitors to the island. Between May
and July we were getting between 60 and 140 hits
per day, averaging 100, with 30% of these being
repeat hits. i.e. people who check more than once
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per day!. As autumn migration has progressed the
number of hits has increased and to date it peaked at
over 280 in September.

We are getting hits from all over the world,
including many from the USA. Nearly a third of
people look at the blog more than once a day!

The blog has daily summaries of mainly birds that
have been seen as well as lots of photographs.
Reports of non-avian highlights are also posted.
Thanks to some smart server tracking software
available free on the web, we are able to see the
areas where we are getting ‘hits’ from. We had as
you would expect most of our hits (or views) from the
UK, however, it was interesting to see that we were
getting hits from all over the world including many
from the USA. It was also interesting to meet the folk
who were logging onto the blog from Oregon when
they came to the island in August.

In July Emma, Connor and | went to Norfolk again for
our summer holiday, but immediately before this we
attended the Council Meeting and AGM of BBFO at
the Marine Hotel in Criccieth. The AGM was followed
by a rather interesting talk from an ex police
constable from North Wales about ‘raptor camp’ in
the Mediterranean - survey of hunting activities on
the island of Malta. Unfortunately a few gory shots of
dead birds was inevitable, though the talk was very
interesting and alerted awareness to the continuing
massacre of birds passing through the Med.

Volunteers continue to check data

Within this Beacon you will find a piece by Mike
Archer about the continued help we receive from
various folk checking all of BBFO's ringing data that
has been meticulously entered onto the
Observatory’s database. As | write, Mike and Ruth
Edwards are again hard at it checking data. Mike is
here for another five week stint and Ruth for two.
Mike will be joined, weather and all else willing, by
Joan James in mid-October for two weeks.

Wildlife summary for spring 2009

Mid-March offerings

The 16th of March was our first full day back on the
island after the winter break, and in calm and sunny
weather a selection of migrants were noted; these

included 2 Red-throated Divers offshore, a Jack
Snipe, a Water Rail, a male Wheatear, 50
Goldcrests, 5 Chiffchaffs, a Coal Tit, a Kestrel, a
Fieldfare, 100 Meadow Pipits, a Dunlin, and 2 Siskin.
The first returning Manx Shearwater of the year was
heard during the night. The 17th was another bright
day with some good passage of migrants; the first
Sand Martin and White Wagtail of the year were
seen, along with four Black Redstarts, a Mistle
Thrush, a Collared Dove, 360 Meadow Pipits, a
Golden Plover, 19 Pied Wagtails, 50 Goldcrests,

six Chiffchaffs, 6 Wheatears, a Fieldfare, a Water
Rail, a Jack Snipe, two Common Snipe and two
Red-throated Divers. The good weather continued
on the 18th and a fantastic day’s birding was had.
An immature Iceland Gull flew past the southern tip
of the island, and just minutes later a Hoopoe was
found on the South End.

Hoopoe © Steve Stansfield

Earliest ever

The first Willow Warbler of the year, and the earliest
ever record of this species for the island, was found
on Pen Cristin. The first Swallow of the spring was
also seen, along with 11 Sand Martins, 12 Northern
Wheatears, five Black Redstarts, 13 Chiffchaffs, a
Merlin, three Coal Tits, a Blue Tit, 280 Meadow
Pipits, a Jack Snipe and a Common Scoter. Perhaps
the best sighting of the day though, came in the late
afternoon, when a pod of around 30 Bottlenose
Dolphins was seen off the West Coast. The highlights
of another fine day on 19th were a drake Northern
Pintalil that flew north and landed on the sea near
Carreg yr Honwy and a smart male Ring Ouzel was
on the mountain. The latter equalled the earliest ever
record for the island. Other migrants included 17
Northern Wheatears, three Sand Martins, a Redwing,
a Mistle Thrush, a Kestrel, a Merlin, 35 Goldcrests,
13 Common Chiffchaffs, a Blue Tit and 160 Meadow
Pipits. Two Small Tortoiseshells were the first
butterflies of the year. The first Blackcap of the year
was found in the front garden of Cristin on 20th and
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second Ring Ouzel, a Reed Bunting, 19 Wheatears,
a Sand Martin, a Black-headed Gull, 13 Common
Chiffchaffs, 20 Goldcrests, two Red-throated Divers,
170 Meadow Pipits and 12 Pied Wagtails were also
noted. The 21st was a comparatively quiet day, but
a few migrants still arrived including 26 Wheatears,
two Jack Snipes, two Common Snipes, a Ringed
Plover, four Song Thrushes, two Fieldfares, 28
Common Chiffchaffs and 21 Goldcrests were seen.
The wind then moved round to the north and
beginning to strengthen slowed the flow of migrants,
and most of the notable birds were lingerers from
the previous few days; these included three Black
Redstarts, ten Wheatears, five Song Thrushes,
eight Chiffchaffs, 12 Goldcrests, a Jack Snipe, two
Common Snipe, two Sky Larks, 90 Meadow Pipits,
a Greenfinch, a Siskin, and a Coal Tit.

On the 23rd the northerly wind picked up further and
the day was dull with some rain in the afternoon. New
migrants were thin on the ground, with a big drop in
the number of Meadow Pipits from previous days
particularly noticeable — only 35 were present. Bird

of the day went to the first Grey Wagtail of the year.
A Red-throated Diver flew past the North of the
island, and a single Black Redstart was seen. Birds
remaining from earlier in the week included a Coal
Tit, five Common Chiffchaffs, ten Goldcrests and

a Sky Lark. This set the scene for the following week.
On 30th two Bar-tailed Godwits that were heard
during the small hours of the night seemed to have
been attracted to the Lighthouse. In the morning a
small fall of migrants had taken place. There were

62 Wheatears around the Narrows and four Swallows
passed through during the morning, while the
gardens and gorse of the island held 81 Chiffchaffs,
16 Willow Warblers, 13 Blackcaps, 17 Goldcrests,

29 Redwings and at least eight Coal Tits. A Black
Redstart and a Eurasian Collared Dove were

also present.

Hirundines arrive with April

April began with two Reed Buntings present in the
withies in the morning of 1st, and a light passage of
warblers was underway with 20 Chiffchaffs, 12
Willow Warblers, a Blackcap and 28 Goldcrests. A
Canada Goose flew south over the Narrows, followed
later in the morning by what may have been the
same bird doing another circuit of the island. The first
significant hirundine movement of the year took place

with at least 30 Swallows and 22 Sand Martins seen.
Two Merlins were hunting around the Lighthouse, a
new Blue Tit was caught at Cristin and three Jack
Snipe were again skulking in the marshy fields. The
highlight of the day however came in the evening
when a Lapland Bunting was seen briefly near the
Narrows. The 2nd of April two Greylag Geese flying
south down the island was the most unusual sighting
of the day, although there was some movement of
commoner species as well. The first two House
Martins of the year passed through along with at
least 30 Swallows, 18 Sand Martins, a Lesser
Redpoll, a Water Rail, a Rook, ten Wheatears, 160
Meadow Pipits, 25 Goldcrests and ten Chiffchaffs.
Lingering from the previous day were two Merlins,
two Reed Buntings and a Blue Tit.

Influx of Warblers

On 5th April a small number of migrants arrived in the
morning included 29 Willow Warblers, the first
Grasshopper Warbler of the year and two Blackcaps.
Four Sand Martins and 22 Barn Swallows passed
over the island. Despite continuing inclement weather
on 9th a good number of birds had arrived on the
island by morning. Most numerous were Willow
Warblers with 150 counted, but alongside them were
28 Blackcaps, 15 Common Chiffchaffs, a Redwing, a
Collared Dove and six Wheatears. A House Matrtin,
2 Sand Martins and 14 Barn Swallows were seen
during the day. The two Blue Tits remained, as did a
Song Thrush and a Merlin. On the 10th Willow
Warblers were again much in evidence as the
weather calmed and brightened; 200 of them were
counted with 34 Chiffchaffs, but just three Blackcaps.
Other migrants included two Lesser Redpolls, five
Siskins, 15 Goldfinches, four White Wagtails, and a
Common Kestrel. A Merlin and the two Blue Tits
remained from earlier in the week and 27 Purple
Sandpipers were counted at high tide.

And a House Sparrow

On 12th April a House Sparrow trapped at Cristin [by
me! | had dreamed of making the pages of this report
by trapping a fancy Warbler! Your new Ed.] in the
morning was the most remarkable and unexpected
sighting of the day, although a good selection of
other migrants was present. A Ring Ouzel managed
to avoid the observatory mist nets by inches, a brace
of Greylag Geese flew over and a typically skulking
Garden Warbler was seen briefly in Ty Pellaf Withy.
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Other warblers seen included a Common
Grasshopper Warbler, 73 Willow Warblers, 32
Chiffchaffs, nine Goldcrests and two Blackcaps while
finches were represented by 14 Lesser Redpolls, six
Eurasian Siskins and 11 Goldfinches. The morning
of 15th saw almost unremitting light rainfall grounding
a large number of small migrants. Several waves of
Willow Warblers worked their way north along the
island and by the afternoon at least 300 had been
logged. 100 Wheatears too, nearly all richly-coloured
birds of the Greenland race Leucorhoa, were arriving
in droves and moving quickly up the mountain.

The first Tree Pipit, Sedge Warblers and Common
Redstart of the year — the latter a very smart adult
male — arrived in the morning and three Common
Sandpipers appeared on the beach. Other notable
migrants included 13 Grasshopper Warblers, nine
Blackcaps, 14 Chiffchaffs, 22 Goldcrests, a House
Martin, a Redwing and a Mistle Thrush. The 16th
April was another reasonable day of common bird
passage, although somewhat less frenetic than the
previous day. Willow Warblers and Northern
Wheatears remained much the most numerous
migrants with 100 and 60 counted respectively.

Nine Grasshopper Warblers, a Ring Ouzel, three
Tree Pipits, a Redwing, a Common Sandpiper and
three Ringed Plovers (one trapped after dark) were
also seen.

Cloud cover produced an attraction

Later on complete cloud cover, a late-rising moon
and steady drizzle after dark created conditions
suitable for a lighthouse attraction which, although
never spectacular, continued steadily all night with a
maximum of up to around fifty birds in the beams at a
time. These included 30 Manx Shearwaters, 50
Willow Warblers, 20 Northern Wheatears, 15
Common Grasshopper Warblers, 13 Blackcaps.
There were also six Bar-tailed Godwits attracted,
three Common Sandpipers, a Swallow and a Short-
eared Owl. An unexpected Lighthouse ‘attractee’ was
a Red Sword-grass moth caught at the gantry lights
(only fourth for the island).

Despite having only got to bed at around 0530 on
the 17th, the Observatory staff were up early to
process the birds caught at the Lighthouse. As is
usually the case in the aftermath of an attraction
there were plenty of birds on the island. The Short-
eared Owl was still present on the South End and

a smart male Whinchat was also there. Totals of:

79 Wheatears, 150 Willow Warblers, 40 Blackcaps
and 22 Grasshopper Warblers were counted around
the island as well as a Fieldfare, a Ring Ouzel, a
Tree Pipit and a singing Cuckoo. The last of these
joined Ring Ouzel, Willow Warbler and Sandwich
Tern as species setting new earliest ever arrival
dates this year.

Hot day leads to Subalpine Warbler

The 18th was a hot, sunny and calm day and this led
to much time being spent in the field, the upshot of
which was the finding of a male Subalpine Warbler in
the gorse opposite Plas which stayed faithful to its
favourite patch all afternoon and eventually found its
way into a strategically positioned mist net.
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Subalpine Warbler © Steve Stansfield

Orange-tip butterfly is tenth record for island
Elsewhere, two Sandwich Terns flew along the coast,
a Lapwing spent the day around the Narrows, the
Short-eared Owl remained near the Lighthouse and
seven Whimbrels flew north. Passerine migrants
included two Whinchats, a Grasshopper Warbler,

18 Sand Martins, two House Martins, 18 Blackcaps,
50 Willow Warblers, 12 Chiffchaffs and 38 Northern
Wheatears. The 19th saw that many of yesterday’s
birds had departed overnight as fine summery
weather continued to present little impediment to
their northward migration. Newly arriving migrants
were fairly thin on the ground although three Sedge
Warblers and two Black Redstarts had appeared to
provide some interest to visiting birders. Counts of
other migrants included 40 Willow Warblers,

26 Wheatears, nine Blackcaps, 13 Sand Martins and
three House Martins. Finches were once again quite
numerous, with at least 30 Goldfinches, 14 Siskins
and 12 Lesser Redpolls gracing ‘finch world’ — the
feeding station at Ty Pellaf — with their presence.

An Orange-tip butterfly was perhaps the most
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remarkable find of the day, being only the tenth
record for the island.

Every bush bristled

At dawn on 22nd, an isolated large fall of warblers
on the south end of the island indicated that an
unnoticed Lighthouse attraction had taken place very
late in the night. Every bush was bristling with birds,
most of which remained in the South End gorse all
day. Counts revealed 260 Willow Warblers, 41
Blackcaps, 20 Grasshopper Warblers, six Sedge
Warblers, four Lesser Whitethroats, three Common
Whitethroats and two Redstarts. Up to 25
Goldfinches, four Siskins and four Lesser Redpolls
made use of the feeding stations, and five Sand
Martins and three House Martins passed through
with Barn Swallows. Later in the day a Tree Pipit
and a male Pied Flycatcher were seen.

Numbers of waders increase

Various waders arrived too: 13 Whimbrels were on
the Narrows, a Lapwing, a Ringed Plover and a
Dunlin were seen and a Bar-tailed Godwit flew over
the South End. Late in the afternoon a flock of six
Little Gulls flew south past the island. A decent
number of birds were in the South End gorse and
Lighthouse garden again in the morning of 23rd,
although it was unclear whether another unobserved
small-hour attraction had taken place or if the birds
were just the residue of the previous day’s deluge.
There were 100 Willow Warblers, 24 Blackcaps, nine
Sedge Warblers and seven Grasshopper Warblers
counted and a Tree Pipit was in the garden at Cristin.
Whimbrel passage picked up considerably with a
minimum of 40 feeding around the Narrows, and four
Dunlins were on the beach with six White Wagtails. A
migrant Painted Lady butterfly seen at Nant was the
first of the year. Numbers of Whimbrels continued to
build and on 24th a minimum of 54 was counted
along with a Bar-tailed Godwit.

More birds move through

Clement weather allowed hirundines to make a mass
movement in the afternoon when 200 Barn Swallows
and 28 Sand Martins passed through, congregating
for a short while to hawk insects over Solfach. 21
White Wagtails, 83 Northern Wheatears, five
Common Sandpipers, 39 Willow Warblers, ten Sedge
Warblers and eight Grasshopper Warblers were also
logged, while other highlights included a male

Redstart, a Tree Pipit and a Common Whitethroat.
The 25th saw an early morning movement of
hirundines ahead of incoming showers and also
included the first Common Swift of the year amongst
the swallows and martins. Counts of most species
were down on the previous day: 55 Wheatears, 50
Willow Warblers, three Blackcaps, two Grasshopper
Warblers, two Sedge Warblers and four White
Wagtails were logged. A good selection of waders
continued to occupy the rocks around the Narrows,
including 17 Whimbrel, the Bar-tailed Godwit, a
Common Sandpiper, a Ringed Plover and a Dunlin.
Lots of Goldfinches continued to visit the feeders at
‘finch world’ along with smaller numbers of Siskins
and Lesser Redpolls. A Grey Shoulder-knot in the
moth trap at Cristin turned out to be a new species
for the island.

More small migrants arrive

The 26th was a quiet morning for birds, but was
followed by an apparent arrival during the day, and
considerably more small migrants were around in the
afternoon. These included 70 Willow Warblers, 40
Wheatears, ten Chiffchaffs, nine Blackcaps, four
Grasshopper Warblers, three Sedge Warblers, three
Common Whitethroats and two Lesser Whitethroats.
A Swift was seen as well as 90 Swallows, 19 Sand
Martins, and nine House Martins. Finches present
included 25 Lesser Redpolls, 15 Eurasian Siskins
and 25 Goldfinches. Five Common Sandpipers were
on the beaches again, with the Bar-tailed Godwit and
30 Whimbrels. On the 27th a Fieldfare was seen
several times during the morning and two Common
Snipe were also straggling winter migrants. A few
warblers were around including 11 Grasshopper
Warblers, eight Sedge Warblers, 12 Blackcaps, three
Whitethroats, 54 Willow Warblers and a Lesser
Whitethroat. One of the Willow Warblers was
exceptionally pale and grey-toned — probably a
northern acredula bird. The most astonishing sighting
of the day was a Common Buzzard managing to
catch and kill a Red-billed Chough on the hillside.

Black Guillemot bird of the day

Bird of the day on 28th was a brief sighting of a Black
Guillemot flying around Henllwyn before departing
back out to sea. A smart Common Redstart was the
pick of an assortment of migrant landbirds which
included 57 Wheatears, 24 White Wagtails, a Lesser
Whitethroat, four Grasshopper Warblers, six Sedge
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Warblers, 14 Blackcaps, 16 Chiffchaffs, 25 Willow
Warblers, 13 Siskins, and four Lesser Redpolls.

A Common Sandpiper, 12 Whimbrels, four Curlews
and the Bar-tailed Godwit were around the coast.

A small attraction during the night of 29th/30th
resulted in an increased number of birds on the
island in the morning. Willow Warblers were, as is
often the case here, the most numerous species with
110 counted, along with a Common Redstart, a
Whinchat, a Garden Warbler, 19 Blackcaps, 11
Sedge Warblers, six Grasshopper Warblers, three
Common Whitethroats and 15 Chiffchaffs. The
lingering Bar-tailed Godwit was joined on the beach
by a second bird and Whimbrel numbers continued
to dwindle slowly with eight seen. A count of 14
Redpolls included one bird that was probably a
Common Redpoll but unfortunately it moved on
before the identification could be clinched.

May begins with wonderful weather

The early part of May saw some wonderful weather
on the island and despite its continuation the 3rd was
very quiet. A variety of migrants were nevertheless
on show; albeit only in small numbers. 100 Barn
Swallows, four House and Sand Martins, 22 Northern
Wheatears, six White Wagtails, five Sedge Warblers,
three Blackcaps, a Grasshopper Warbler, a
Whitethroat, two Greenfinches, a Dunlin, 18
Whimbrels and a Black-headed Gull were counted
as spring passage began to slow. A Black Guillemot
flying past the north hide on 5th was the most
unusual bird of the day, while steady hirundine
passage comprised 210 Barn Swallows, six Sand
Martins and a House Martin.

Notable oddments!

Numbers of birds remained very low for another few
windy days, but several notable oddments were
found in the morning of 7th; a Hooded Crow flew
along the coast early on, and a short time later the
same bird — or perhaps a second individual — went
the same way. A Black-tailed Godwit spent the day
on the South End while other waders included a
Sanderling, a Common Sandpiper, 17 Whimbrels
and a solitary Dunlin. Small passerines were few,
but included a Tree Pipit, a Garden Warbler, seven
Sedge Warblers, two Common Whitethroats and
four Blackcaps.

The wind had picked up to a tremendous strength

overnight on 7th making it difficult to walk on the
South End, never mind count birds. In the relative
shelter of the plantation though, three Spotted
Flycatchers had arrived. Large numbers of locally-
breeding seabirds made a spectacular sight as they
fed offshore, although the only different birds passing
were a pair of Common Scoters. Reports of
Pomarine Skuas along the Welsh coast on 9th had
motivated a special seawatching effort in recent
days, and again considerable time was put into
looking for them. Disappointingly, a couple of
Sandwich Terns was the only notable sea passage
all day, although impressive numbers of Manx
Shearwaters, Gannets and locally breeding auks
feeding offshore continued to entertain the would-be
skua-watchers.

Mist nets open on arrival of Lesser Redpolls

Once the wind dropped on 10th an unexpected influx
of 110 Lesser Redpolls and reasonable numbers of
other migrants, prompted the opening of the Cristin
mist nets once the early morning drizzle had
subsided. 37 of the Lesser Redpolls were trapped,
as well as a male Common Redpoll that was with
them, possibly of the Icelandic race C.f.islandica.
Redpolls were not the only finches on the move:

58 Goldfinches, nine Siskins and two migrant
Chaffinches also passed through during the day.
Summer warblers had also arrived in much greater
volume than in recent days, and 57 Sedge Warblers,
21 Whitethroats, 17 Blackcaps, five Garden
Warblers, two Grasshopper Warblers, 24 Willow
Warblers and 15 Chiffchaffs were counted. 13
Spotted Flycatchers were present, as well as a Tree
Pipit, and 46 Wheatears arrived in the afternoon.
Over 500 Barn Swallows, 34 House Martins, 24 Sand
Martins and five Common Swifts were logged moving

Whimbrel at Solfach © Steve Stansfield
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through. Other species present included a Cuckoo, a
Kestrel and an unidentified Skua was seen off the
south end.

Good selection of birds on the 11th May

The 11th saw strong winds return overnight and
thwart any intentions of another mist-netting session,
but an excellent selection of birds was seen during
the day. The belated first Yellow Wagtail of the year
appeared amongst the cattle at Ty Pellaf, and was
later relocated at the north end of the island. A
Yellowhammer on the west coast and a Reed
Warbler singing at Cristin were also additions to the
island year-list — as was a Red Kite that drifted along
the mountain ridge to the appreciation of several
observers. Counts of other migrants were mostly
down on yesterday: one Spotted Flycatcher, 22
Wheatears, nine Sedge Warblers, 12 Chiffchaffs,
four Willow Warblers, four Blackcaps, four
Whitethroats, two Lesser Whitethroats, a Garden
Warbler, eight White Wagtails, 140 Barn Swallows,
19 House Martins, 14 Sand Martins and four Swifts.
A Rook and 11 Eurasian Jackdaws flew overhead,
and at sea four Sandwich Terns and a Black-headed
Gull went by. Three Ringed Plovers, a Common
Sandpiper, four Dunlins and 18 Whimbrels roosted
around the Narrows. All that remained of the previous
day’s fringilline bonanza were 18 Goldfinches, five
Lesser Redpolls and four Siskins.

A long night at the Lighthouse

A bright day on 12th May produced an immature
Iceland Gull flying over the Narrows and was the only
really unusual bird to be seen. A Hobby was seen
fleetingly over the Narrows on 13th, but otherwise
the day-list was very similar to other recent days.
Another very large flock of Lesser Redpolls,
numbering around 75 birds, chose not to linger for
long and had moved on by mid-morning. Steady
drizzle in the evening with little wind, much cloud

and poor visibility, led to a long night being spent at
the Lighthouse, monitoring the circling throngs of
Manx Shearwaters that were blindly drawn to the
beams of light. An estimated 525 were attracted
during the course of the night, including 167 that
came to ground and were duly trapped for ringing.
Other species at the light were vastly outhumbered
by the manxies, but included a Storm Petrel, two
Arctic Terns, two ‘Commic Terns’, three Kittiwakes,
six Dunlins and two Spotted Flycatchers. Besides the

seething room-full of Manx Shearwaters collected
during the night, a miserable day of almost
unrelenting drizzle on 14th precluded much
ringing activity.

With attraction came good numbers of birds

In the aftermath of the attraction though, a good
number of birds were to be seen on the island. Four
Wood Warblers were found in the morning — the first
ones of the year. Other summer migrants were
present in reasonable quantities: 18 Spotted
Flycatchers, two Pied Flycatchers, 27 Sedge
Warblers, 16 Blackcaps, ten Common Whitethroats,
three Garden Warblers, 25 Willow Warblers, nine
Chiffchaffs and a Common Grasshopper Warbler
were counted. Waders too, had descended en masse
(by Bardsey standards anyway) around the beaches,
and included 28 Dunlins, 24 Ruddy Turnstones,
seven Sanderlings, two Ringed Plovers, two
Common Sandpipers and a Common Redshank.
Hastily advancing their north-bound journeys
overhead were 200 Swallows, 25 House Martins, 15
Sand Martins and four Swifts. Despite very similar
conditions to the previous night, very few birds were
attracted to the Lighthouse after dark; although at
least two ‘Commic Terns’ were heard over the south
end. On 15th a Whinchat was on the South End early
in the morning, while other nice birds included a
Wood Warbler in the plantation, a couple of Yellow
Wagtails on the Narrows and two Grasshopper
Warblers. 30 Spotted Flycatchers, 31 Sedge
Warblers, 13 Whitethroats, eight Blackcaps, two
Garden Warblers, 15 Chiffchaffs and eight Willow
Warblers were also logged during a damp morning
census. A Great Northern Diver flying past the west
coast was undoubtedly the most surprising sighting
of the day.

Crazy numbers of skuas being reported!

Heavy westerly winds on 17th and obscene numbers
of skuas being reported from just a few miles away
prompted renewed enthusiasm for seawatching.
Several hours in the hide produced, not before time,
a solitary and very distant Pomarine Skua panicking
a flock of gulls, as well as an equally long-range view
of a Black Guillemot. A pleasant surprise in the
afternoon was a Firecrest, discovered hiding in the
catching-end of the heligoland trap. A few odds and
ends lingering from earlier in the week continued to
take sanctuary in the available cover: a male Wood
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Warbler was sheltering in the withies, along with a
Common Whitethroat and a couple of Blackcaps.
A Yellow Wagtail and a White Wagtail were still on
the beach.

All seemed quiet until..

Things were quiet for the next few days, though on
20th a few new warblers had arrived in the morning,
but it still seemed like a very quiet and samey day’s
birding until the afternoon, when the timely discovery
of an Icterine Warbler at Cristin injected a much-
needed shot of excitement and enthusiasm into the
atmosphere. The bird showed well but intermittently
to a small gathering of observers before finding its
way into the heligoland trap, where it was duly caught
and ringed. Counts of other migrants included 30
Sedge Warblers, 15 Spotted Flycatchers, 15 Willow
Warblers, six Whitethroats, four Blackcaps, three
Lesser Redpolls and the Yellow Wagtail. Three
Purple Sandpipers and 22 Ruddy Turnstones roosted
at high tide. The 21st May saw the first calm and
sunny day in a good while, but produced hardly any
notable birds. A Pied Flycatcher was at Cristin briefly
in the morning, and four Spotted Flycatchers were
also around. The fine weather was very short-lived
and a thoroughly miserable day of drizzle had set in
by dawn, predictably resulting in very few birds being
seen. 11 Sandwich Terns passed along the coast,

a Tree Pipit was on the South End and five Spotted
Flycatchers were noted. On 23rd a Common Quail
was seen briefly near Ty Pellaf in the morning, and
fortunately relocated in the afternoon. It proved
exceptionally difficult to flush, crouching motionless
in seemingly sparse cover right until it was almost
trodden on — a behaviour that was exploited to,
eventually, trap it for ringing.

Baffling Redpolls

17 Spotted Flycatchers were counted on the island,
along with a handful of other interesting migrants that
included a Tree Pipit, a Golden Plover, and a female
Common Cuckoo that spent the day surreptitiously
loitering around locally-nesting Meadow Pipits. The
24th was just about the warmest and sunniest day of
the year so far and brought a small number of birds
to the island, including ten Spotted Flycatchers, three
Eurasian Siskins, a Yellow Wagtail, a Whitethroat
and three Sandwich Terns. The day will be
remembered though, for the perplexity and
bewilderment presented by a small arrival of redpolls

— many of which refused to fall neatly into one or
other of the ‘lesser’ or ‘common’ varieties. A
reasonably straightforvard Common Redpoll was
caught early in the day, followed by a baffling
selection of birds, some of which were possibly
‘mealies’ too. A considerable amount of time spent
perusing Scandinavian redpoll photographs on the
internet added to the growing consensus that it is
just not possible for many of the birds to be
specifically identified. By the end of the day, one
Common Redpoll, seven Lesser Redpolls and
sixteen ‘either/ors’ were logged. The preceding day’s
redpoll debates continued on 25th as further flocks
of disputable finches were caught at Cristin in the
morning. At least two probable Common Redpolls
were involved, as well as five Lesser Redpolls and
15 other Redpolls of questionable nationality. For
those who escaped the frustrations of scrutinising
finches to explore the rest of the island, a few nice
birds were to be found. These included a Little Egret
near Solfach, and a smart Golden Plover.

A Whimbrel trapped after dark was found to be
wearing an Icelandic ring on its leg.

Eider reward for solitary brave birder

The morning of 27th brought foul weather to the
island, with powerful winds accompanied by driving
rain dissuading most observers from braving the
conditions in search of birds. The solitary, dedicated
birder who did venture out found some reward in the
shape of a female Northern Eider that flew south
past the north hide. By 29th large numbers of
butterflies were in evidence all over the island as the
Painted Lady invasion continued apace. 310 were
logged by the evening, but many more probably

passed through uncounted. In the small hours of
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Common Quail © Steve Stansfield
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30th May as a sunny day dawned, a Common Quail
was heard calling near Cristin, and not too long later,
another one was discovered on the South End. The
first bird sang again in the afternoon but remained
hidden in the long grass, evading all attempts to flush
it. A Whinchat was near the Lighthouse, and a
ringtail Hen Harrier flew north over the lowlands in
the morning.

Red Kites drift over

The avian highlight of the day though, occurred just
after noon. A local contact on the mainland
telephoned to inform us that lots of Red Kites were
moving over the LL n, and — before he had even
finished speaking — one had already materialised,
soaring high over the observatory. A few minutes
later a further three kites had joined the first bird, all
drifting slowly over the assembled group of people in
the Obs. garden.

Insect fauna take the headlines

The 30th was the day of the national Painted Lady
count, and over 100 were counted passing through
the back garden of the observatory during the survey
hours of 1100 and 1300. At least 800 were seen
during the course of the whole day. A good count
was made of 59 Blue-tailed Damselflies around the

island’s ponds on 31st. On 1st June the most interesting

find of the day, unusually, took the form of another

dragonfly: a Red-veined Darter at the Lighthouse was

only the second record of this migrant species for the
island and although a small selection of migrant birds
was present in the morning of the 2nd, the headlines
were again seized by interesting insect fauna. An
unprecedented nine Red-veined Darters were found
in the vicinity of the small pond in the Lighthouse
garden, including some brightly-coloured males.

A = i
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Male Red-veined Darter © Richard Else

At Cristin, the moth trap contained a good number

of insects of several species, but the second

Small Elephant Hawkmoth for the island undoubtedly
stole the show. Birding interest was provided by

a lone Black Redstart.

Golden show

The 4th saw a very flighty female/immature Eurasian
Golden Oriole that was initially discovered at Cristin
late in the morning, and was subsequently seen
numerous times as it flew from withy to withy,
narrowly avoiding mist nets on several occasions.
A Stock Dove was with three Collared Doves at Ty
Nesaf, while passerine migrants were sparse.

A scattering of migrants had arrived in the morning
of the 7th June, although the weather remained
quite blustery with sporadic drizzle throughout the
day. A yellow Hippolais warbler was found skulking
in Cristin withy, and was identified — after a number
of frustratingly fleeting glimpses through obscuring
foliage — as an Icterine Warbler. It was later
trapped, allowing this identification to be confirmed
in the hand.

Icterine Warber © Steve Stansfield

Early in the afternoon of the 8th an immature Golden
Oriole was discovered at Nant, and just like the one
the previous week, it managed to cannily evade the
best attempts to catch it. It remained on the island
the following day and was heard singing at Cristin

to begin with, before relocating to the withies. A
surprising and very unseasonal Brent Goose was
feeding in Henllwyn and flying around the South End
before moving on later in the day. A Common
Redstart was seen briefly at Cristin.

Silver linings
Unusual occurrences continued on 10th June. After a
very quiet but pleasant cloudy morning, showers
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began to arrive and a miserable afternoon appeared
to be on the horizon. The precipitating clouds
however, were not without silver linings: small
migrant birds, amongst them a couple of gems,
moving ahead of the rain were forced to descend
upon the island to take shelter. The best of these
arrived first, in the form of a female Hawfinch that
landed in the observatory garden and furtively
proceeded to feed in the top of the sycamore. In the
hope of catching the bird, mist nets were erected, but
it promptly flew off towards Nant. Just minutes later
though, an Icterine Warbler (the third of the spring)
was discovered by Stephen Hinde, the same
observer of the previous two, (who instantly became
known as Icky Steve.) It soon caught itself in the nets
that had been set for the finch. Between showers,

Whilst all the time managing to remain concealed in
of bird-call mimicry all day, including convincing

extensive repertoire of impersonations.

the nets were kept open in case the Hawfinch or any
other new bird was still lurking around the garden.
As luck would have it, the finch suddenly reappeared
flying across the lawn — and dropped straight into

a mist net. Other, less spectacular birds brought
down by the rain included a Pied Flycatcher, a
Common Redstart, a Whitethroat and a Blackcap.

Spring slows down

Spring really had begun to come to a halt now and by
the 15th the arrival of a Whimbrel to join the two
lingering Eurasian Curlews, and fleeting visits by a
Sand Martin and two Common Swifts were the only
notable avian sightings of the day. However, an

intriguing report was received of a Leatherback Turtle
just offshore, seen last week from the boat. With
good numbers of jellyfish around the island lately

it seems a good idea to keep an eye open for a
reoccurrence. Late in the night, the first attempt

of the year to catch European Storm Petrels was
successful, with six birds being ringed during the
brief period of darkness available.

Surprise interruption

The last blast of spring’s excitement eventually came
on 20th June when a surprise interruption to the
Saturday morning pre-changeover cleaning and
tidying routine was the appearance — in sound if not
in vision — of a singing Marsh Warbler in the damson
bushes right outside the back door. Whilst all the time
managing to remain concealed in the foliage, the bird

the foliage, the bird reeled off an eclectic mix

renditions of Common Quail, Grey Heron,
Magpie, House Sparrow, Blue Tit, Barn Swallow, Blac

kbird, House Martin and Willow Warbler in its

reeled off an eclectic mix of bird-call mimicry all day,
including convincing renditions of Common Qualil,
Grey Heron, Magpie, House Sparrow, Blue Tit, Barn
Swallow, Blackbird, House Martin and Willow
Warbler in its extensive repertoire of impersonations.
Despite being besieged by mist nets in the garden
until at least late afternoon it somehow contrived

to evade capture. It was not seen or heard the
following day but re-materialised at Nant a couple

of days later.

Spring in a nutshell

So in a nutshell that was spring: the fourth spring
Subalpine Warbler in three years, two Golden
Orioles, three Icterine Warblers and a Marsh Warbler
made up the best birds with a good solid run of

. commoner migrants for a large part of April and May

as well as some nice scarce birds on a local level.

Blog to keep up with the news

Remember, for up to the minute news on the events
on the island check out ‘Bardsey Wildlife’ our new
‘blog’ site which is updated daily with news and
photographs during the migration periods at
www.bbfo.blogspot.com

Steve Stansfield,

incorporating notes from  Bardsey Wildlife
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Secretary’s Bit — noise, damp and broadband

Hello everyone.

This ‘Secretary’s Bit' comes to you this time

after having spent 3 weeks in California travelling
around and birding with our Bookings Secretary
Alicia and her husband Bob, Lilian and Jim
Winsper and Diane Brooker, a friend and visitor
to the Obs. And, of course, Annie, my wife.

A meeting of Council, followed by the 2009 AGM
was held at the Marine Hotel in Criccieth on
Saturday 4™ July 2009. Many Members of Council
managed to attend both meetings with apologies
being received from all those unable to attend.

The Chairman, Patrick Davies, welcomed all
Members of Council present, and those attending as
observers. The meeting followed a standard pattern,
with the minutes of the previous meeting being read
and approved.

Reduction in generator noise
The Chairman had again submitted a hard copy of
his report and made reference to that report,
expanding on items of importance that had

moved forward since the previous meeting. The Staff
at the Obs. have managed to reduce the running time
of the generator and therefore the length of time

of exhaust noise and no further complaint has been
received to date. We will
continue to try and reduce
exhaust noise by muffling the
exhaust outlet (some systems
can be expensive) Council
would be pleased to hear from
anyone who has experience
of such matters with help to
reduce exhaust noise.

Broadband working

The Broadband installation
for the Observatory has now
been completed and is
available for the use of visitors
to ‘Cristin’ (at a small
charge) . This now allows the
Observatory communication
worldwide and for our
Wardens'’ ‘Blog’ to be

easily read.

Mike and Annie West at the Midlands Wildlife and Ph

Damp still damp

In the last Beacon | reported that the continuous job
of maintaining the Observatory carries on with both
the external and internal walls around the Dining
Room area requiring urgent works. This work
requires labour, materials and most of all, money,
before any work can begin and the time scale for
such works will be in the order of six months or more.
The Observatory and the Trust will progress works as
soon as possible but in the meantime, the inside
walls of the dining area will receive a ‘temporary’ fix.

This still gives cause for concern as the work
necessary is most likely to prove very expensive, not
the least of which will be the cost of scaffolding, its
delivery and erection at ‘Cristin’ and the length of
time it will be required. Nonetheless, the work plan is
still going ahead and cost estimates progressing.

Library sorted

The refit of the library has been completed with all
books being reviewed and catalogued by Dianne
Barnard during a visit to the island.

Accounts approved
Council agreed that a review of the ‘Constitution and
Rules’ for the Observatory was necessary with

oto Fair
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Secretary’s bit contd...

particular attention being paid to the published list
of Trustees of the BBFO, their nomination and
responsibilities to be formalised. The Treasurer
submitted the ‘independently examined’ account
for the past year and despite the expense of
providing a viable generator and building
maintenance costs, the excess of expenditure over
income was acceptable. Council approved the
Account which was also presented to the AGM
and approved.

Alicia, our Bookings Secretary, said that bookings
for this year were 144 visitor weeks, a little down
on last year but that a greater number of ‘volunteer
weeks’ were taken. Incentives to improve the
number of visitors are to be considered.

Thanks to editor Mike

As you will see from this edition of ‘The Bardsey
Beacon’ Mike Armitage is replaced as Editor by
Jo Jones. We again thank Mike for his good work
during his time as Editor and welcome Jo Jones,
who has been producing the ‘Gannet’ page, as
Editor. Any ‘Friend of Bardsey Observatory’

who would like to submit an article or comment
for inclusion in any edition of the ‘Beacon’ should
send that item to Jo, see the back page for her
contact details.

Lots of visitors at Wildlife Fair stand

The Observatory again attended the Midlands
Wildlife and Photo Fair with interest shown in
visiting the Obs. by many. All our booking forms
were handed out and many stopped to say how
much they had enjoyed visits to the Observatory
and would go again.

Finally, thanks again for the support given by all

members of Council and Friends of Bardsey to
the Observatory.

Mike West

Hello from the new editor

| am delighted to be following in the footsteps of
Bob Normand and Mike Armitage as Beacon
editor. | have been visiting Bardsey since 2000,
first staying each year in Hendy with my family,
then having a great time opening up the Trust
houses with Emyr in his first year on the island
and now latterly staying at the Obs. with my
younger daughter Jenny.

We love being on the Island and the welcome from
Steve and Emma, even when we were staying in one
of the houses, encouraged us to be ever more
involved in the wildlife, and particularly the birdlife of
the Island. Thanks to them, Jenny and | are now both
ringers at Wicken Fen in Cambridgeshire and on our
last visit to the Island were part of the team at one of
the attractions described in Steve’s spring report.

Bardsey data key to my MSc project

As well as ringing | have just completed an MSc in
Ornithology at Birmingham University. | have
particular reason to be grateful to the team of people
who have entered all Bardsey'’s ringing data from the
pre-computer era (see next page for details) as
analysis of this data formed a key part of my
dissertation studying changes in wing lengths of
Willow Warblers over time. | am waiting for my result -
but all of you who spent hours inputting or checking
data should know it is already being used.

Gannets page

For the last issues of the Beacon | produced a
Gannets page for younger readers. | hope that this
page will continue, although for this edition | have
saved my energies for the main part of the Beacon. |
really need contributions from the younger people
staying at the Obs. So if you are one of them and
have an experience you treasure or a drawing you
could share | would love to hear from you. Equally,
any members staying at the Obs. could encourage
a younger member to contribute. The atmospheric
drawings contributed by Chloe Stansfield are a good
example. | pay in chocolate bars!

| would be glad of your comments on this issue and
look forward to meeting you on Bardsey.

Jo Jones
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Thanks from the Ringing Hut!

This note is to say a big thank you to Ruth
Edwards, Joan James, Dale Brown and Daphne
Tyne, the cast in order of appearance, who took
centre stage in five Bardsey data-checking weeks
this spring.

They toiled relentlessly

In the dark days of February (Beacon issue 133)
we expressed the need for help with checking the
accuracy of the computer entries against the original
paper-based ringing data. Our four volunteers
came forward and toiled relentlessly, diligently

and accurately, checking a deal of data. It was

also felt that the data amounted to much more

than mere words and numbers and surprising
insights were gained into Bardsey’s birds, their lives
and movements.

Joan writes:

“For someone with very little knowledge of birds,
it has been a revelation to see the many different
species that have visited the Island. Although the
checking of data does have a tedium factor, it is
good to know that all the hard work of ringing
and recording over the years will soon be
instantly accessible.

Chloe Stansfield

Oystercatcher on cliffs

Although, with the BTO changing some bird names
on the database, I'm remembering a sinking feeling
when one could see coming up on the current page,
lots of Redpolls which would have to be changed to
LESRE each time on the computer, which held up the
flow. The wealth of detailed data will be a
Statisticians delight!

In terms of highlights, being on Bardsey is probably
the 'best’ part of it along with ‘coffee and cake during
the breaks’, but this has to compete with ‘finishing
another ring binder’, ‘one of the Richards arriving with
an interesting bird’, ‘the comfort of being wrapped up
in a blanket with feet on hot water bottle’ or indeed ‘a
whole page with no sex’!

Ruth writes:

“I think the 'best' part of the exercise was the feeling
of achievement on finishing the checking of even just
one of those enormous files, (for which |
surreptitiously kept an eye on our progress through
the thickness of the pages done and those still to
go!). At first there was the mystification of being
initiated into the language of collecting bird data and
getting on top of the strange new vocabulary of such
terminology as GROPPER, SPOFL, GRETI

and BLUTI etc.

It was interesting to look out for whether Mike on the
computer or | on the folder would keel over first, with
the danger of making mistakes. This usually triggered
a break for refreshment, a short sleep (for Mike) or a
run up the mountain or round to Pen Cristin to

check for phone messages (for me)!”

Many, many thanks

So Steve and | say many, many thanks to the four
lovely ladies. And it can’t have been too terrible an
experience as they all offered to return for more! As it
happens, Ruth and Joan will be back for a fortnight
each this autumn; with Dale and Daphne in the wings
should suitable dates arise.

Mike Archer
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Bardsey 2009: a Mother’s Perspective

Err, perhaps that should be
Lepidoptera and is nothing whatsoever to do with th
isolated island community — | wouldn’t know much ab

So what of these moths? Well, it's been an enjoyable
and record-breaking year in more than one way,
with a number of exciting new species discovered.
As well as the familiar recording of ‘macro-

moths’ (the relatively big and easy to identify ones)
using light traps, | have been making a particular,
and some might say slightly obsessive, effort to find
and identify the somewhat neglected ‘micro-moths’
—a group of insects that have hitherto received little
attention on Bardsey. This, at times, has been a
frustrating heuristic experience for me, but | hope
the results will encourage other lepidopterists to
follow my lead and embrace these smaller creatures
with the same warmth of fascination with which they
regard their larger cousins, leading hereafter to a
less discriminatory and size-ist approach to moth
recording on the island.

Species’ totals best ever
But anyway, here are the year’s (up until October
at any rate) mothing statistics:

No. of moths recorded: 18,857
No. of species recorded: 206 (153 macro, 53 micro)
No. of new species for the island:

31 (9 macro, 22 micro)

The total of 206 species is far and away the highest
number ever to be recorded in a year on Bardsey.
Even if we (reluctantly) discount the micros, which
makes the data more comparable with previous

Small Elephant Hawkmoth, Canary-shouldered Thorn an

Moth-er's Perspective? Whatever, obviously this article perta

ins to
e quandaries of maternal parenting in an
out that would 1?

years, 153 is easily a record number of macro
species; comfortably surpassing the 136 in 2008.

Lepidopteran goldmine discovered

Following several years of fairly intensive moth
trapping, it is remarkable to have added a further
nine macro species to the island list. Ben Porter
regularly set a trap in Cristin Withy — a previously-
untapped Lepidopteran goldmine. This paid dividends
and accounted for a large proportion of the scarcities
caught during the year. Finding 22 brand new
micro-moths for the island was also satisfying
recompense for the many exasperating hours spent
trying to identify them.

Come and have a look

A great many of the species recorded, both macro
and micro, have been stunningly colourful and pretty
and have proved a popular and captivating attraction
for many visitors to the island this year. So next time
you're staying at Cristin, be sure to have a look at
the moths that have been caught overnight: there is
a good chance an attractive island scarcity or two
will be amongst them.

And while you might be gently encouraged to take a
look at some of the obscure micro-moths too, don't
worry: | won't insist on it. | wouldn’t want to come
across as a pushy mother now, would 1?

Richard Else

d Cherry Fruit-Moth © Richard Else
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Fantastic range of new books in library

In the last issue of the Beacon you would have read
very few new books since the 1980s and the extra sh
properly update it. The existing books have all now

accommodate more books. | am pleased to report that

donations of new books went out in the last issue,

Books given essential to scientific research

Mike West, the Observatory’s Secretary donated the
‘Field Guide to the Moths of Great Britain and Ireland’
and ‘Sea Mammals’, both essential to the scientific
research that the Observatory carries out, and both
well used since their arrival at the Obs! Subsequently
Brian Thompson has donated ‘Flight Identification of
European Seabirds’, author Russell Slack has sent a
copy of his excellent new book ‘Rare Birds Where
and When’ (copies available from
www.rarebirdbooks.co.uk),and ‘Icky Steve’ (Hinde)
has donated ‘Field Guide to the Bumblebees of Great
Britain and Ireland’ and ‘Field guide to Mushrooms of
Britain and Europe’. Books were also donated by Haf
Meredydd and Gareth McLardy. Bob Normand has
also promised several books. Many thanks to all
these for their contributions.

Generous donations received

Generous donations of money have also been
received from two members of the Observatory;
these have enabled us to purchase some other
essential books that we felt would update and
enhance the library such as the ‘Helm identification
Guide to ‘Gulls of Europe, Asia and North America’
and ‘Pipits and Wagtails of Europe, Asia and North

about the re-fit of the library. The library hash  ad
elf space has provided us with an opportunity to
been categorised and the library is ready to

shortly after the request for funding or

we received our first books!

America’ and quite a few others. Thank you so much
to both of you for your generosity.

Having up to date books is invaluable

The benefits of having all of these relevant, up to
date books in the library will be invaluable. Those of
you who are fortunate enough to be visiting the island
next year will have the benefit of the use of this
fantastic range of new books during your stay.

More donations welcomed

Many new books are quite expensive, therefore we
are still looking for contributions/funding towards this
project. If any of you would like to help with funding or
contribute a book that is relevant to the island’s
natural history we would still welcome donations. We
are looking for brand new, recently published books
on all aspects of natural history, specifically relevant
to the Island. If you wish to purchase a specific book
please contact us first so that we do not end up with
duplicates. A complete set of ‘Handbook of Birds of
the World’ would be really exciting, and an excellent
addition to the library, though the funding does not
stretch quite that far at the moment...

Emma Stansfield

EURCIPEAM

New books in the library

© Steve Stansfi eld
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Sea watching from the sun deck

Question. How many mornings have you returned to Cr

occasionally seeing a good bird or two, and then sa

garden and had a warming and relaxing cup of coffee

Yes, that’s quite a lot of times isn't it.

Question. How many times have you thought ‘it sort
of looks ok for the odd skua or Sooty Shearwater but
does it warrant the long trek to the North hide and
back?’

Mmmm that’s quite a few times as well!

Half an hour stint produces quality birds

Well, over the past 2 years we have taken to
‘seawatching from the sun deck’ AKA the front of
Cristin. It turns out that even on days when there is
no real point in making your way to the north end or
south hide, a half hour stint looking through a
telescope from the Obs. has produced quite a good
collection of good birds - and dolphins too. We have
recorded Arctic, Great, Pomarine and Long-tailed
Skua, Manx, Balearic and Sooty Shearwaters,
Sabine’s Little and Mediterranean Gulls, Guillemot,
Razorbill, Puffin and Black Guillemot, Common,
Arctic, Sandwich and Little Tern, Great Northern and

istin after a wander round the island,
tin the dining room, or on the bench in the back
and a biscuit?

Red-throated Divers, amongst the usual Gannets,
Fulmars and Kittiwakes, all from the front of the Obs.

Join us on the bench

Most of these birds have been seen in small shifts
looking from the Obs., rather than an 8hour marathon
session from the north hide. So next time you get
back from you morning walk, why not join us on one
of the benches at the front of Cristin, or even sit
there on your own drinking your well earned mid-
morning coffee? You never know what you may see
passing by...

That Albatross will be yours

The Albatross seen from the north end of the island a
couple of years ago would have been well within
scoping distance from the Obs. Next time it could be
you seeing it!

Steve Stansfield

Sea watching in style

© Richard Brown
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Accommodation costs for 2010

It was decided at the last Council meeting that the
of accommodation at the Observatory would have to b e
increased for the 2010 season. The cost of the boat  fare
remains the same at £32 per person, regardless of a  ge.
The new prices are as follows and include the cost of
the boat trip:

cost

1% Week 2" & subsequent weeks
Adults: £153 £121
Senior/student of
14 years & over: £136 £104
Child 3 — 13 years: £105 £73
Children under 3: Free

We will also be imposing a single supplement fee of £50 on
any visitor who is not prepared to share a room, if the single
room has already been taken. This is necessary because
we are losing considerable income from not utilising the
maximum number of beds available. These single bookings
will also not be confirmed until six weeks before the date of
the holiday to allow time for any multiple use bookings of
the room. The Council hope that visitors will understand
why we have felt it necessary to impose this charge.

There have already been quite a few bookings for next year;
vacancies can be viewed on the website. Please try to book
early to avoid disappointment — especially during the school
holidays. I look forward to hearing from you all! Many thanks
to all those who have stayed at the Observatory this year
and helped to support us.

Alicia Normand, Bookings Secretary

Seal at Solfach Chloe Stansfield

Contact information

Chairman

70 Glen Eldon Road, Lytham St Annes,
Lancashire, FY8 2AZ
chair@bbfo.org.uk

Patrick Davies

01253 712886

Secretary Mike West

6 Woodend Road, Walsall, WS5 3BG
m.west@sky.com 01922 639931

Treasurer Dianne Charles

2 Regent Close, Edgbaston, Birmingham,
B5 7PL

dianne.charles@tesco.net 0121 2490490

Bookings Secretary Alicia Normand

46 Maudlin Drive, Teignmouth, Devon,
TQ14 8SB

stay@bbfo.org.uk 01626 773908

Warden Steve Stansfield

Bardsey Bird & Field Observatory, Cristin,
Bardsey Island, off Aberdaron, via Pwllheli,
Gwynedd, LL53 8DE

warden@bbfo.org.uk 07855 264151

Boatman Colin Evans

07971 769895 or 07791 683422

Bardsey Sales Goods Denise Healey

41 Nursery Drive, Penkridge, Stafford,
ST19 5S8J
denise.healey@tiscali.co.uk 01785 715137

Beacon Editor Jo Jones

70 Newmarket Road, Burwell, Cambs,
CB25 OAE.
jojonesl4@btinternet.com 01638 743131

Copy for January 2010 issue, to the
editor, preferably by email,
by Weds 5th January please.

We welcome your contributions.
Jo, Steve or Patrick are happy to
discuss possible articles with you.

www.bbfo.org.uk
www.bbfo.blogspot.com
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