Warden’s Report

Since the last newsletter in July there has been

the usual amount of work going on at the Obs.

We have secured a lease from Bardsey Island Trust
for the LSA Hut (the building at the south end of the
island, just outside the lighthouse compound). The
building was a former store for life saving apparatus
for HM Coastguard, but fell into disrepair and for the
past decades has sat empty/full of farming
machinery. Once the lease was signed work began to
make the place habitable and usable as a ringing
room and somewhere for the Assistant Warden to
sleep in so as to be able to monitor the attractions of

birds to the lighthouse.

Building team sets to work

In spring the regular building team of Bevan Healey
and Mike Baker - all being supervised by Bevan
Craddock! - arrived and this time they brought along
Todd Chater, a young man who many of you will
have met in 2001 when we completed the last Manx
Shearwater survey. Todd is a roofer extraordinaire
and within days of arriving he had stripped the roof
and completely re-slated it. Once the roof was tight,
Dan Dawson spent hours giving the old sash
windows lots of TLC as well as preparing all the other

wood work ready for painting.

Best in the country
Rich B, who was going to be sleeping there every
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night, and Gwyn Stacey spent many hours scraping
the walls and preparing them for painting. Whilst we
were on our annual holiday in Norfolk the whole place
was then cleaned out and painted by Rich, Gwyn and
Emyr. Once the inside was sound, Neil and Bevan,
Mike and Bevan C returned, (again with Todd)

Continued on page 2 righthand side

-/- ¥ :
Pallas’s Warbler in Nant Withy © Richard Brown

New look for Annual Report

Your copy of the 2009 Annual Report is
enclosed with this mailing. Over the past seven
years |, along with Emma and Patrick amongst
others, have worked hard on the design, look
and feel of the BBFO Report.

We began back in 2003 by having a colour picture
on the cover, then the following year by having
monochrome photographs inside. We then moved
to having colour plates and colour images on the
inside of the covers. By 2005 we had come 3rd in

Continued on page 2
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Annual report continued from page 1
the best annual bird report competition hosted by
the BTO and British Birds.

As the production of the report is actually one of the
primary objectives of BBFO as a registered charity
it is important that we continue to both produce and
improve it, in both content and presentation. This
year the content of the report is greatly increased,
being almost 200 pages in length. As well as the
usual sections on birds, we are pleased to publish
a summary of the work of Jo Porter from Ty Pellaf,
who has been monitoring the vegetation, mapping
ditches, ponds, streams etc. for the RSPB (who you
will be aware are currently the island’s tenant
farmers). We have also included comprehensive
reports on the moths and butterflies recorded in 2009;
sections on two new bird and one new plant species
for the island and an extended non-avian section -
containing reports of spiders, woodlice, slugs and
other taxa not regularly documented - and another
excellent account on the photo-monitoring of
Bardsey’'s Grey Seals by Dr Mandy McMath

from CCW.

You will also notice, | hope, that the rather dated
1970's ‘everything centred look’ has been changed,
starting with the front cover. Inside, titles are in
shaded bands and also the tables updated to look
more modern... So there we are, there are probably
many other small changes to the report, but too
small and too numerous to mention. | hope you like
it, and | very much hope that when it comes back
from the printers it looks as good as it does on the

computer screen.

As soon as it is available in print | will be letting
Bevan Craddock have an electronic copy of it to put
on the website for members to access. There you
will be able to see all the monochrome photographs
in full technicolor on your computer screen!

Steve Stansfield

Warden'’s report continued from page 1

to finish the roof and to build a stair up to the
mezzanine floor, and to build/repair the front door.
This was, as usual, all done to the highest standards
and followed the usual building regs that Neil is

at home with. Now the place looks excellent; the
best ringing room/storage space/sleepover hut in

the country!!

Guided walks hugely popular

Away from the LSA Hut, Gwyn Stacey was doing
guided walks round the island all summer for both
long stay and day visitors. As we had no specific
funding to pay Gwyn we agreed that any donations
that he managed to get would go to pay him -
effectively performance related pay!! Gwyn was a hit
with the visitors, some days he did three trips round
the island showing people the wildlife etc. And also
educating visitors about the island, its history and
the Observatory’s work. More people now know we
are not a conservatory, we don'’t feed the ducks at
3 o'clock and we certainly don’t box up all the
Chiffchaffs we catch to take them to Africa
personally! (Yes these are actually the things we
get asked about on a very regular, sometimes daily
basis in the summer, although | was all in favour of

the last one!ll).

Gwyn and Rich E also created a new educational
display for the gift shop. With the number of rather
large camera lenses around the island there were
many images for them to use. So along with some
stunning photos, the well researched and written text
and modern layout makes the new display look and
feel excellent. Gwyn also initiated the re-lining of the
pond in the back garden, it having had a leak for a
few years. It is now full of water and the Newts and
Water Boatmen are already back. Derek (Fred)
Batey, a first time guest here in October (who is a
regular at Hilbre Bird Obs.) helped out by covering
the pond liner that was visible with soil and turf, so

now the pond looks very natural!
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Flood protection installed and paths made safer
While Todd worked on the LSA roof with Dan, Bev
and Mike began digging a trench that ran from the
back door of our house along past the shop to the
gate that runs to the track. In the trench they placed
a 4" flexible land drain to carry water away from our
house and the shop, to stop flooding during heavy
rain, and then covered it with 2.5 tons of shingle...

so far we have had lots of rain and the drain works
fine. Unfortunately, after a few days Mike slipped on
the grass at the top of the slope at Cristin and broke
his ankle. RAF Air/Sea Rescue from 22 Squadron at
RAF Valley were scrambled - having had to obtain
clearance from the top men at RAF Lossiemouth due
to the volcanic dust cloud coming out of Iceland - and
Mike was taken to Bangor Hospital. He had an
operation to reset his foot and we were delighted to

see him back here just a couple of months later.

As others had previously slipped in the same vicinity
we took action to make the area safer. We began by
putting in upright boards and back-filling them with the
rubble Bevan and Mike had dug from the trench.
Once the ‘gorge’ had been filled we used a further
three tons of shingle and several bags of cement to
hold it all in place. We now have a much safer, even

slope with lots of grip when the ground is wet.

Keeping on the theme of making paths safer, Gwyn
and Rich B created a professional looking walkway

Obs. path is improved to make area safer

Improved walkway © Steve Stansfield??

along the path from the Sycamore to the mouth of the
heligoland trap. This has made it much safer and
easier to walk on, especially when we are carrying

birds back to the ringing hut.

Contributions by others

Richard Else completed his three year Manx
Shearwater survey (see below) with help from Steve
Hinde, who also returned as a volunteer in October to
help out in the autumn with the main migration
period. Steve has now become a regular part of the
BBFO staff team
during spring and
autumn, and we look
forward seeing him

back next year.

Mike Archer spent
another month here

in autumn checking
and working through
data. The ringing data

© Steve Stansfield  are almost ready to
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be submitted to the BTO, and we hope to begin
checking the census data that was entered by Julia
Davies in 2003/4.

Book your visit to see for yourself

So those are just a few of the things that have been
happening around here. A complete write up of the
autumn’s migration will be in the next issue of the
Beacon (but I'm afraid to let you know now it will be
fairly short as birds have been in very short supply
this year!!). We hope you have a very merry
Christmas and a bird filled 2011. If you have not
contacted Alicia already about booking please do -

see details on page 16.

Farewell as Rich E moves North

In May 2007 Richard Else came to stay with us as a
volunteer for a month. | then invited him back in
autumn to help out with the main migration period.
Rich decided to apply for one of the vacant
Assistant’s posts for 2008 and was successfully
appointed as the Manx Shearwater Research
Assistant for that year, carrying out the census of the

island’s Manxy population and checking ringing data.

Rich returned the following year as a valued member
of the BBFO team and completed the east side
census of the Shearwaters (with help from Steve
Hinde) as well as continuing his work on data
checking with Mike Archer’'s Data Team. Rich
returned this year to complete the census (which he
did again with the help of his now regular team mate
Steve Hinde). However, after more than three years
Rich has decided to move on. | was contacted by
Kevin Woodbridge (a friend of mine, my former boss
and owner of North Ronaldsay Bird Obs) asking if |
could recommend Rich for the Assistant’s post there.
Selfishly | wished that | could have told Kevin not to
take Rich on, but | had to - rather reluctantly! - tell
him to grab him with both hands. Rich now starts my
old job at North Ronaldsay as their Assistant Warden
in March 2011. | am sure that | will have your full
backing in wishing Rich on all our behalfs, all the very
best for the future and thanking him for all his hard
work - well over and above what he was employed to

do - for the past three and a half years.

Steve Stansfield

Rich E demonstrates his versatility—with Little
Owls and hoovering Obs. walls
© Rich Brown

© Steve Stansfield
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Secretary’s Bit - September 2010

Hello everyone.

A meeting of Council was held at the Marine
Hotel, Criccieth, in July with numbers being lower
than those normally attending. Those who were
unable to attend had sent their apologies. The
Chairman, Patrick Davies, welcomed all Members

and observers who were present.

The Chairman had again submitted a hard copy of
his report and made reference to that report,
expanding on items of importance that had moved
forward since the previous meeting. He had also
submitted a copy of the Charity Commissions’ model
Constitution for consideration and comment towards
the ongoing review of our BBFO Constitution and
Rules which was also circulated to all Council
Members prior to the meeting. The Chairman
outlined progress made to date, stating that the
sub-committee had not made sufficient progress to
be able to present the revised Constitution to the
AGM for approval. Comment received by lan Wright
during correspondence with the Charities
Commissioners (CC) suggested that if we were
making major changes to our Constitution, these
changes would need to be submitted in draft form to
the CC for approval before being presented to
Council and the membership for acceptance.
Comments are to be provided by all Council
members in order for the sub-committee to prepare

a final draft for CC consideration.

Accommodation standards high

The standard of accommodation in Cristin has
received very favourable comment from our visitors
to the Obs. Our Warden, his staff and volunteers, are
to be congratulated and thanked for carrying out the
necessary work along with our Vice-president, Tony
Bianchi, for his kind gift of items of furniture which

complement the overall improvements.

Our Treasurer, Dianne Charles, submitted the annual
account, duly audited, for consideration and
acceptance by Council and onward to the AGM for
approval. The accounts showed that necessary
maintenance work at the Obs, the improvements to
the LSA Hut, the installation of the Broadband facility
and increases in fuel costs had increased the excess
of expenses over income, but that she remained
comfortable that the finances were in reasonable
shape. Council accepted the audited account and
thanked Dianne for her work. Patrick Davies, our
Chairman, said that we should be aware that due to
the current recession, it may be found that funding
from CCW towards our work on Bardsey, may not
continue at the present level and that expenses be

carefully monitored.

Bookings higher, crossing delays fewer

Alicia, our Bookings Secretary, said that bookings for
this year to date were slightly better than at the same
time in the previous year and that there had been
fewer delays in crossings this year to date.

Our Warden, Steve Stansfield, presented his report
stating that our current generators had been serviced
and were working well. The Annual Report for this
year should be bigger, with articles covering the
results of projects carried out by the Obs. staff
throughout the year. The pathway surface from the
entry gate towards Cristin has been improved as
have the steps from the garden down to the
Warden’s accommodation. The survey of Manx
Shearwaters has shown a small reduction in
numbers but this is not considered of immediate
concern and may have been due to a change in the

survey methodology.

The 2010 Annual General Meeting followed, with
the main points as above being reiterated. The

Continued on page 6
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Continued from page 5

appointment of officers to Council saw the retirement
of long serving member Gwen Newton and notice
that Bryan Thompson also has to stand down due to
ill health. There were no alternative nominations, so
places remain open for the 2010 season. All other

officers were re-elected.

The AGM was followed by a visual presentation

entitled ‘The Biggest Twitch’ by Alan Davies and
Ruth Miller, who travelled around the world to try and
beat the world record for the number of bird species
seen in one year. What a great tale this was with
many stunning photos of wonderful birds across the

world. A presentation not to be missed.

Once again, thank you all for your continued support.
Mike West

Historic ringing data re-visited

To recap, the historic ringing data was first
entered into the IPMR data program and then
checked over the last couple of years or so —
with Richard Else putting the final touches to it

this summer.

Various accuracy checks have been run this autumn
and the anomalies have been resolved. It was

inevitable that a database with 282,000 odd ringing

Inevitable to have some surprises - like the Manx
Shearwater that had the temerity to die twice

and the one which succeeded in dying two years
before it was ringed!

events would produce some surprises; for instance,
the Manx Shearwater that had the temerity to die
twice and the one which succeeded in dying two
years before it was ringed. This magician also

contrived to die again some five years later.

Anyone remember ringing these Goldcrests in 19677 ©

And then there was the nestling which turned up, at

a lighthouse attraction, from Nant.

Is an old data sheet in your attic?

Still outstanding is the quest for missing data sheets
from the 1950s and 1960s. These hard-copy sheets
are not at the Obs. If anyone knows or even
suspects they know their whereabouts, please do tell
us. Attics and garages, or old boxes in store rooms
and studies might well harbour the culprits. Please
think about it and talk it over with your Bardsey
chums; they must be out there somewhere. The

usual amnesty conditions apply!

Meanwhile, Richard Else, courtesy of further funding,
has also been checking the post-1997 ringing data
entry, the lion’s share of which he has now
completed. The four ladies who have given so much
help with data checking, Dale
Brown, Ruth Edwards, Joan
James and Daphne Tyne, are
all keen to lend a hand with
whatever the next priority
turns out to be and several
other willing souls have
expressed an interest. This is
very good news, as there are

more tasks to be tackled!

Richard Else Mike Archer
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Complete set of Bill Condry's books for Cristin Lib

Bill Condry, naturalist and author, was Life
President of the Observatory when he died in
1998. All of us who knew him remember him with
great affection. You may own one or more of his
books; now, when you stay at Cristin, you will
have the chance to consult all of them, as his
widow Penny has presented the Observatory with

a complete set.

| collected them from her recently and they reached
the island on September 18™. Bill's first book was a
biography of the American naturalist Thoreau, and
his last detailed the life of botanist Mary Richards, of
Merioneth and Tanzania. Notable volumes in

between include two New Naturalists, on the

rary

Snowdonia National Park (1966) and the Natural
History of Wales (1981), two volumes of
autobiography (Pathway to the Wild and Wildlife, My
Life) and A Welsh Country Diary. Pathway to the Wild
has a section on how the Observatory was set up
(pages 86-93), and includes a photo of the 1957
Summer Tanager.

A Welsh Country Diary is a collection of 350 of Bill's
Country Diaries published in the Guardian over 36
years from 1957 — when the Guardian was still the
Manchester Guardian. Penny says that the fees for
the Country Diaries — Bill's were normally on a
Saturday - ‘paid the rates’!

Geoff Gibbs

Catering at the Observatory

Mike Archer responded to my request for
people’s favourite Bardsey recipes by
suggesting Libby Barnden’s ‘Sausage Sponge
Cake'. Libby has no recollection of cooking
something so peculiar but said when she was
at the farm at Ty Pellaf everybody really liked
her Chocolate Fudge Cake.

The ingredients are fairly complicated but a useful
trick is to mix all the dry ingredients at home,
making it simple to add the final bits just before

putting it in the oven in the Obs. kitchen. The main

NS

problem with this cake will be making sure you

manage to keep a piece for yourself.

Libby’s Chocolate Fudge Cake

For the cake : 10 oz castor sugar, 6 0z marg, 3
eggs, 1 tsp vanilla essence, 6 o0z natural youghurt,
(or 3 fl oz milk and 2 tsp lemon juice and wait a min.
to curdle), 8 oz SR flour, 2 0z cocoa, 1 tsp

bicarbonate soda.

Beat sugar with marg, add eggs, vanilla essence,
yoghurt (or milk and lemon juice), then fold in the
flour, cocoa and bicarbonate of soda. Put in an 8”
cake tin with high sides and cook for one hour, gas

mark 4.

For the filling : 2 0z marg, 2 0z cocoa, 3 tbsp milk,

12 oz icing sugar.

Melt marg, add the cocoa then other ingredients
until well combined. Cut cake in half and fill and top

with icing. Prepare to defend!
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Bardsey autumn birding tournament

While 2010 has seen the British public’s attention
captured by such events as a general election,

the football world cup and the last ever season of
Big Brother, the year will surely be remembered

for one contest that has gripped the nation more
than any other. I'm talking, of course, of the firs  t

ever Bardsey Autumn Birding Tournament.

For 14 gruelling weeks of competitive bird-spotting,
the island’s resident ornithologists battled it out for
the prestigious title of Bardsey Birding Champion
2010. Each week they received extra competition
from visitors to the Obs, who competed in the hope
of beating the professionals and being named the
week’s champion. The rules, despite frequent
protestations to the contrary, were perfectly simple:
if you found an uncommon bird, you were awarded
points. The rarer the species, the more points

you scored.

| have provided a detailed, blow-by-blow account of
the whole tournament on the Observatory’s blog
throughout the autumn, but here is a very brief recap

of the main highlights.

Steve surged into the lead
The event kicked off on the 1st of August, and
progressed extremely slowly through a couple of

weeks of rather dire, uneventful birding before Steve

This Firecrest was worth a few points
© Ben Porter

Stansfield surged into a 12-point lead by the end of the
month by seemingly finding a Greenshank or a Sooty

Shearwater every time he stepped out of the house.

Purple patch of good fortune

It was not until September though, that the
tournament really got going. Stansfield found a
couple of 5-point Melodious Warblers, but | found
myself in a real purple patch of good fortune and
racked up another Melodious Warbler, an Ortolan
Bunting, an Icterine Warbler and a Wryneck to catch
up with the Warden and move into the lead. My spell
at the top of the leader board, however, was short-
lived. The following week saw some impressive
seabird movement past the island and Steve,
spending an unhealthy amount of time in the north
hide finding Sabine’s Gulls, Leach’s Petrels, Black
Terns and Long-tailed Skuas, accumulated an
incredible 36 points in three days to regain pole-
position and open up an 18-point gap at the top of

the leader board.

Steve delivered his coup de grace

From then on, the state of play remained much the
same. | struggled to gain much ground on the
Warden, while Ben Porter and Richard Brown were
caught in a neck-and-neck struggle for third place.
Steve finally delivered his coupe de grace in late
October, with a Bonaparte’s Gull — the highest
scoring bird of the autumn — putting him way out of
reach at the top of the table. | was set to claim
second place, but the tense third place battle was still
too close to call as we entered the last week of the
tournament. Rich B found a Pallas’s Warbler, his best
bird of the competition, to draw level with Ben, and
then nicked a last-minute Eider on the very final day

to take the last podium position by a single point.

Champion crowned

On 5 November, the final day of the tournament, the
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entire island population descended upon Cristin,
amid fanfare and drums, for the Observatory’'s
President David Hawkins, the Bishop of Barking, to
conduct a surprise results ceremony and present
Steve Stansfield with the coveted Bardsey Birding
Champion’s Crown. The magnificent bejewelled
trophy will be displayed in the Cristin dining room
until, perhaps, it is proudly donned by the 2011

champion next November.

So congratulations to Steve, the triumphant winner
of the inaugural autumn birding tournament.
Congratulations also to David Lee who, with 11
points, was the highest-scoring visitor of the
tournament, and to Elfyn and Dewi Lewis who were
the only visitors to find a five-point rarity (Common

Rosefinch) and finished their week on ten points.

Rich Else

Winter on Bardsey

The New Year started well with cold frosty days
and nights and Jim and | achieved much work,
especially in the withies. We then turned our
attention to the workshop and ringing hut at
Cristin. Cristin itself was quite cold, but once we
had started the generator of an evening and got
the heating going we made ourselves warm
enough in the office, which we had turned into

our sitting room.

In the workshop Jim had decided with Steve that
more shelving would be handy, but before we could
do that we had to empty and sort the contents of
what was already there. This was no small task as
an island community has to have a lot to hand, no
popping to Screwfix or B & Q when you run out of
something in the middle of a job. Unfortunately, in

the middle of all this | fell very badly in Cristin garden

Steve Stansfield, Bardsey Birding Champion
2010. Will anybody beat him in 20117
© Richard Else

The Lennons describe their second four
months spent on the island last winter

on the grassy slope. We decided quite quickly that a
yellow helicopter was not required, but the injury to
my ankle kept me out of action for the next few
months. It certainly brought home to us how much
you need your health and mobility in an island
environment which is quite challenging enough

without any issues.

Refitting the ringing hut

The need to return home to Nottinghamshire two
weeks after my accident came at an opportune
moment and when we came back to Bardsey after
ten days on the mainland we both felt refreshed and
revitalised for the remaining months on Bardsey.
Jim turned his attention to refitting the ringing hut.
Shelving was fixed and Liz James and | were even
called in to wield paint brushes, but really we just

laughed a lot!



p. 10 Bardsey Beacon

Autumn 2010

Ringing hut refit in action ©Jim Lennon

The newly re-furbished ringing hut opened its doors
for business on St Patrick’s Day with a short topping
out ceremony and little party for all twelve of us on

the island.

Preparing Cristin for the season

The staff and Liz had returned to Bardsey in mid-
March to get Cristin ready for the season - what a lot
of work. Every room had to be cleaned and painted,
sometimes several times; you have no idea how
many ‘magnolia’ paints there are on the market. At
times frustrating but ultimately rewarding to see

Cristin looking so smart.

Then it was time for Jim and me to move back to
Plas Lloft for the final weeks of our island stay.

We had spent five months almost to the day at Cristin
and it had been a very special time for us. The
number of boxes and amount of kit we originally
brought over was now much diminished and we

fitted in very well; it was good to be on our own

again. We had great views of both the birthing field
and the new lambs’ nursery and had a few
adventures trying to get misplaced lambs and ewes
reunited; | think we probably should have left it to the

experts, Steve and Jo.

So many come who love the island

As the spring progressed the island changed and a
whole new set of people arrived; some are regular
volunteers who visit annually for a week to give Emyr
a hand getting the Trust houses ready, others spend
many weeks doing any and all jobs around Bardsey
just because they love the place so much. We met
many of these and our own passion was enthused

by them.

Jim continued to spend all his time either in the
withies or finishing up the ringing hut and other jobs.
With my ankle still a problem | sat and crafted a lot in
the sunshine. For once in my life | had a suntan, but
only my face and hands, the north wind made sure of
that.

Historic final fog horn

Finally, towards the end of May we started to gather
our belongings and pack them up. Our last week was
momentous, we had thick fog, and at times we
wondered whether we would even be able to see the
island before we left. In the middle of this the fog horn
was decommissioned and historically sounded for the
last time. On our final day though the sun returned
and we sailed slowly away from our winter home;
Colin stopped engines in the Sound to watch
porpoises and so our return to the mainland was a

gentle transition.

Our thanks go to ALL who made it possible; Jim and
| were able to achieve our dream because so many
other people and organisations gave so generously

of their time and experience.

Elaine Lennon
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Book Reviews

Bird Observatories of Britain and Ireland

Well we know that Steve and the boys have
laboured long and hard to produce this
handsome book, and now here it is. The first
edition in 1976 (edited by Roger Durman, also a
Bardsey man) had a smaller page size and
covered 14 observatories in 290 pages; this book

covers 18 observatories in 590 pages.

Ironically, the first observatory to be set up in Britain
(Skokholm in 1933) is the only one of the 14 no
longer running; the newcomers are Filey Brigg,
Flamborough, Hilbre, Landguard and North
Ronaldsay. Of the current line-up, eight are on
islands, and five can only be reached by boat. This

deters all but the most determined twitchers.

After a Foreword, Preface and Introduction (22 pages

in all), there are chapters for each observatory,

varying in length; Bardsey gets 29 pages but Gib

Point maxes out at 48 pages! Appendices (60 pages)

cover topics such as numbers of birds ringed at each, Each individual chapter in the book varies in quality
birds new to Britain & Ireland first recorded at (inevitably) and some could have been cut down a
observatories, and names of all wardens and other bit! Needless to say, this does not apply to the

staff up to April 2010.
“excellent Bardsey entry, written by

. o our Warden Steve..”
Start by reading about observatories visited

Those purchasing this book will probably start by excellent Bardsey entry, written by our Warden
reading about the Observatories they have visited. |  Steve. All observatory enthusiasts will want a copy,
enjoyed the account for Cape Clear; my first visit hopefully for less than £60 - | bought mine on Enlli
there was in 1961, when the Obs. was housed in for £50.

‘Stroma’, described as ‘an experience that most

would like to forget!’ | suppose it was fairly grotty. ‘Birds Observatories of Britain and Ireland’ edited by
Also described is a seawatch on 11" September Mike Archer, Mark Grantham, Peter Howlett &

2000 when 5,000 Great Shearwaters went past, Steven Stansfield is published by T&AD Poyser 2010
close in, in an hour. at £60.

Geoff Gibbs
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Solitaries, Pastors and 20,000 Saints

studies in the religious history of Bardsey Island

In this collection of articles which together make
Trivium 39, a journal of the University of Wales,
Jonathan Wooding has edited a series of papers
‘to meet the desire of the Spirituality Committee
of the Bardsey Island Trust to explore the history
of spirituality on Enlli’ and make it accessible,

particularly to English readers.

A quick look at the index shows the range of lives the
papers give a glimpse of, from the famed—such as
RS Thomas and Brigit - to the less widely known to
those not experts in the field, such as Caradoc
Fynack and St John of Dalyatha. The reader learns
through vivid descriptions of these characters, based
on first hand sources, how this remote part of the

world drew in seekers of God to explore their spirituality.

We become involved in their search

Here is a chance to discover those who have come
before us—and their stories are told in such a way,
that while retaining academic integrity, we almost
become involved in their search. For example, we
learn that on the gravestone of Derwas James Chitty,
buried in the churchyard at Llangwnnadl, the name of
Jerusalem occurs not once but three times. One of

the Jerusalems is of course for Bardsey, to which he

(Ynys Enlli)

brought boy scouts to camp in the summer from the
1930s onwards. In his ‘Calling to the Solitary Way’

Derwas describes Bardsey as:

The Christian ministry on Bardsey from 1860-1970 is
detailed in a more chronological way by Christopher
Armstrong, former Vicar of Aberdaron and former
Deputy Chair of the Bardsey Island Trust. Armstrong
describes the rise of Methodism, and lets history tell
its own story through quotes from the diaries of

ministers who have spent time on Bardsey.

With Trivium 39 in hand, places on the island - and
gravestones - echo anew their histories and our own
searchings are put into their historical context.
Christopher Armstrong has kindly donated a copy to
the Obs library. Anyone wishing to purchase a copy
should contact Trivium Publications, University of
Wales, Lampeter, SA48 7ED. Armstrong obtained his
for a mere £10.

Jo Jones

The Biggest Twitch:

| speak to Alan Davies on a regular, sometimes
daily basis, letting him know what birds we have
on Bardsey, as one of many strings on his bow is
running the North West regional Birdline service.
In 2007 | heard that Alan and his partner Ruth
Miller were giving up their jobs at RSPB Conwy
(where Alan was the Reserve manager) to travel

round the world birding...good on them!

What | was unaware of, however, was they were not

just on a back packing holiday, they were out to

going for a world record

break the world record for seeing the most species of
wild birds in a single year in the world. So to be doing
a review of a book by a friend of mine whose aim was

to be a record breaker is rather strange.

Made the ultimate sacrifice

The book begins with a brief rundown of how Alan
and Ruth packed up everything - and | mean
everything. To spend 12 months on the road (well in
the air, flying around the world from continent to

Continued on page 13
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The Biggest Twitch, continued from page 12

continent!) is not cheap. They made the ultimate sacrifice and sold their
house, gave up their jobs and did it! Planning was a major part of the
expedition and it is explained very well in detail, and in a very

interesting way in the book.

Incredible world record

The book is not just a list of birds...it is much more. There are stories of
everyday life on the road following spring northwards from the equator!
Up at 4am with excited guides dragging them off cross country in four
by fours - or even a pink VW Beetle with no brakes in South America!
The joys of seeing new species and adding new species to the year's

tally are excellently put across. The low points of food poisoning and

upset stomachs in various countries and having a bale of bank notes in

an African country to keep you going for a few weeks all bring this epic
story to life. The champagne bottle popped open when the record of 3652 birds was broken and then they

ended by setting a new world record in excess of 4200 species in just one year.

Slideshow at AGM

Ruth and Alan came to the BBFO AGM in July and gave an excellent slideshow of their adventure. For those
who were there, you already know the story in brief, and for those who could not make it, the book is an
excellent and rather gripping read, especially if ‘world birding’ is your thing. The only minor issue is the print

in the book is fairly small and compact and there is a lot of it, but every page is well worth reading.

‘The Biggest Twitch’ is published by A&C Black for £13, signed copies are available from Alan and Ruth,
tel 07778677141.

Steve Stansfield

Caption competition: a tribute to Rich E

| thought the Beacon should honour Rich E’s huge
contribution to the life of the Obs. over the last 3

years in typical Bardsey style - with irreverent hu moulr.

Please send captions to this photo to me by the end of
January. Rich will be presented with the best captions and
a framed photo - the caption winner will receive a box of

chocolates. | look forward to your entries.

As a start, | have this offering from Jenny Richards:
‘Clearing up after the Warden’s temper tantrums was

a routine job for Obs. staff.’.

Jo Jones
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Sian Thorpe, aged 10, stayed in the Observatory wit  h her family for a week at the end of July. She
sent me this beautiful poem about Bardsey, Ynys Enl li. She also drew the lovely picture of a seal.

A box of chocolates is on its way to her with many thanks.

Seals of Bardsey

Lying on their backs are the seals, Lying on their backs are the seals.

Lazing and splashing. Soaking in the light,

Catching fish for one of their meals. Manxies topple head over heels,

Getting frightened and dashing. They give you such a fright.

The gannets are diving, The beams of the lighthouse are sweeping
People arriving, round,

To a beautiful island called Bardsey. Lighting the island without a sound,

The beautiful island, Ynys Enlli.

Sian Thorpe

Sian Thorpe

Send ideas, photos and drawings for Gannets to
me, Jo Jones, Gannets Editor, at address on back
cover. Chocolate reward for anything printed!
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Unusual birds on the island

Knittedus Chickus

These two new species for the island
are members of the bird family
Knittedus Chickus. They are most

famous for their ability to lay chocolate

eggs!

Best spotted in the Obs gift shop you

will find various species waiting for you to
give them a home. Each one contains

a creme egg or other chocolate delights.
For their creation we have to thank

the knitting talents of Liz James and

Elaine Lennon.

Polly the Rose-ringed Parakeet

Connor Stansfield

Have you seen some strange sights on
Bardsey? I'd love to hear about them.

Great additions to anyone’s island list, Knittedus Chickus

© Liz James

Polly is a parrot, a Rose-ringed Parakeet. She
is green and has a red beak, she is
camouflaged against bright leaves and she
has a long tail. Females don’t have a ring

around their necks and Polly is a female.

She arrived in June. We caught her the same
month then we ringed her and she bit Steve. She
has been here ever since. Polly likes eating
tomato off the bird table. She likes to go to the
plantation, the sycamore tree up by the jenny

shed, the farm’s garden, and the withies. She is

“Polly bit Steve !”

quite noisy and very brightly coloured. We think
she escaped from somewhere on the mainland,
in the wild they live in south Asia and Africa.
There are some escaped parakeets that are living

wild in London and Manchester.

Connor Stansfield
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Bookings for 2011

This season is just coming to a close - and a good
season it has been. Already there are plenty of
bookings coming in for next year so anyone who
wants a place in the Obs, especially in the school

holidays, please let me know as soon as possible.

“A group of friends or family can
book the whole Observatory”

Don't forget that if you have a group of friends or family
you can book the whole Observatory for £1500, including
your boat fares over, for a maximum of 12 people. The full
details appear on the website and there is also a booking
form with next year's prices. | shall look forward to being
very busy over the next couple of months. Many thanks
to all those who came to the Obs this year, without your
support we would be unable to function so well.

Alicia Normand

Whinchat at Nant © Richard Brown

Contact information

Chairman Patrick Davies
70 Glen Eldon Road, Lytham St Annes,
Lancashire, FY8 2AZ

chair@bbfo.org.uk 01253 712886

Secretary Mike West
6 Woodend Road, Walsall, WS5 3BG
m.west@sky.com 01922 639931

Treasurer Dianne Charles
2 Regent Close, Edgbaston, Birmingham,
B5 7PL

dianne.charles@tesco.net 0121 2490490

Bookings Secretary Alicia Normand
46 Maudlin Drive, Teignmouth, Devon,

TQ14 8SB
stay@bbfo.org.uk 01626 773908
Warden Steve Stansfield

Bardsey Bird & Field Observatory, Cristin,
Bardsey Island, off Aberdaron, via Pwllheli,
Gwynedd, LL53 8DE

warden@bbfo.org.uk 07855 264151

Boatman Colin Evans
07971 769895 or 07791 683422

Bardsey Sales Goods Denise Healey
41 Nursery Drive, Penkridge, Stafford,
ST195SJ

denise.healey@tiscali.co.uk 01785 715137

Beacon Editor Jo Jones
70 Newmarket Road, Burwell, Cambs,
CB25 OAE.

jojonesl4@btinternet.com 01638 743131

Copy for February 2011 issue, to the
editor, preferably by email,
by 20th January please.

We welcome your contributions.
Jo, Steve or Patrick are happy to
discuss possible articles with you.

www.bbfo.org.uk
with Welsh articles

www.bbfo.blogspot.com

_ Bardsey Beacon/Golau Enlli is printed at Burwellfmunity Print Centre
Views expressed are those of the individual andhBardsey Bird and Field Observatory




