Activity on and off the island

Since last summer when | wrote about the

goings - on on the island, much has happened.
We came back from our summer hols, only to
find out that autumn was well under way, which |

fully reported on in the last issue No 139.

Rich B was due to go off on holiday when we
returned and Rich E had already been off. Gwyn
Stacey, who had been here for most of the summer,
continued his guided walks for both staying and day
visitors. This will be continued this summer too.
Rich E finished his Manx Shearwater project, with
help again from Steve Hinde. As reported in the last
Beacon, Rich E decided to move on after almost
three and a half years here, but he has been
replaced. Steve Hinde, who was helping Rich, has
now taken
post - and is fitting into the role well. We are
extremely glad Steve took up the post and he has
become a valued member of our strong team here

on the island.

Annual General Meeting

BBFO AGM will be held at 2pm on 2nd July 2011
at the Marine Hotel, Criccieth. Full details of

business are enclosed with this newsletter. Steve
Stansfield
Britain

will speak on
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the Warden
reports

Rich B moved into the LSA Hut in August last year,
after his return from holiday and he and his girlfriend
Giselle (who is volunteering for us at the Obs. and
also doing some cleaning work for the Trust at
weekends) are now sleeping down there each
evening. They are still using the Obs. as their base -
TR Bach
Emyr chatting and watching the odd film - but the

and al so as they
LSA Hut is very cosy as an overnight/bedroom where
Rich continues to monitor the attractions of birds to
the lighthouse and is also able to monitor migration

on the southern end of the island from dawn.

Major kitchen works
Inmid-Sept ember Emmads

was having a new kitchen fitted. We were given the

o v e albeiRai slightly differpnd sold one to fit into our house (something we had been
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Rich built a new loft hatch to let light into the place
through the replacement skylight that was fitted by
Todd Chater in September. We then began fitting the
{ old kitchen units and making the cupboards mouse-
proof. Rich boarded in the scabby looking hot water
tank that had for years been so much a part of our

living room! Soon the place was looking fantastic.

| Breaks only for a quick twitch

Rich and Giselle, Emma, Connor and | worked solidly

Golden Plover © Ben Porter

for three weeks (only breaking off to twitch Grey

looking at doing for quite some time). Again we had Phal arope and Pallasdés Warbler
to call upon the services of Bevan Healey and the dropping in most days to fill holes in the walls. By the

gang to collect the kitchen from Southport and deliver end of the three weeks we were all exhausted, but

it to North Wales. The 0 bthekixghewHad beencanplgely transfatmedtoamb er 6
were delivered to the isl ' T TR
Pellaf by Jo and Steve Porter. Autumn was spent |
birding by most Obs. staff, but | spent much

of my time producing the 2009 Annual Report.

After all the guests had departed, Emma and | (and
Connor and Hedwig!), Rich B and Giselle then set
about gutting our kitchen, ripping out the ramshackle
makeshift driftwood units that had been in there for

decades. We did a fair amount of re-building, moving

water pipes and putting power cables into conduit
and building false walls so we could tile to them. The transformed kitchen © Steve Stansfield

smart looking farmhouse kitchen. Next was to get the
rest of the house sorted, but we needed to go off the

island for meetings etc.

A bit too much wildlife

| ended my last report with news of the third Great
Bittern that was seen on 7 December whilst we were
on the mainland attending the Council meeting of the
Observatory during the start of the winter freeze. We
left the island and went to get our car to attend the
meeting in the West Midlands. When we got to the
car, that had been parked at Cwrt for some time (only
being moved from there to be serviced and have its

Snipe fed openly in the fields © Ben Porter MOT done in October), we started the engine and


http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_V8MBLpbBbpM/TRY5NOoFZkI/AAAAAAAAH3k/zkMAv8xAzXA/s1600/IMG_3688.JPG
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_V8MBLpbBbpM/TROg-5jKrFI/AAAAAAAAH2s/o0d-0g9D2sw/s1600/IMG_2661.JPG
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went to put the heater on, but there was no life in the and supplies we needed to stay on the island until
fan i oh no! Colin and | checked all the fuses and the end of the year (including
still no blow. Well we set off, | was leaning forward presents!).This was done in somewhat of a rush, but
every 30 seconds to clear the constantly misting several hundred pounds later we had food, presents
windscreen. We stopped in Pwllheli and got some and an empty bank account to take home!

WD40 to squirt on various bits to see if something

would come free and the heater would start, but We got back in early December as the big freeze
noéand boy was it col d. \Wemntinded dhe@onds or thelisiand were flozer k
to Southport in a freezing car with the windows open and reports from the mainland about 17° below zero
to stop the windscreen steaming up. It was the temperatures continued to come in.

coldest four hours we have ever spent. Connor was

wrapped in coats and blankets in the back of the car Christmas preparations

and we all eventual l y s hiAs@hrisemds approaobhed Eonnoaaid| (afpragiwighn t s
about 9pm. The following day we took the car to the  Ben and Rachel) were tasked to get the obligatory
garage to be fixed. It turned out that for £300 the Christmas tree from the plantation. Ben scampered

nice man at the garage (having stripped the to the top of one of the tallest trees in the plantation

dashboard out to get to the heater and fan that were and scalped it, whereas | did not fancy the climb and
fully working!?!) woul d rdecite to¢aketoht ene of the sa@ificial canitkersin t h at
was in the external fuse box and re-wire the fuses the new plantation. The trees were taken home and
that the mice had chewed throughd no this is not duly dressed, that is after they had been made
funny at all!!! So we got off, but we had no car, so small enough to get into the houses! Rich and
we had to borrow Emmads Nbiselid alang with Emyr left the island on 13th as
they headed for winter holidays (in Costa Rica and
Next problem was we managed to hit some black China respectively).

ice going round a corner as we were on the way to

pick up Patrick Davies. Emma managed to regain The coldness continued and the mainland saw birds
control of the car, but not before slamming one of clearing out and heading south and west. As this
the wheels into the kerb and damaging the alloy happened, large numbers of birds appeared on the
wheel! Still, we were not injured. On the same island. Amongst the flocks of Sky Larks, five

stretch of road, a further four cars ended in
the ditch during the day as the freezing
weather continued.

Still we got to the Council meeting which was
attended by most of the members, many of
whom had travelled quite some distance.
The meeting concentrated primarily on the
re-wording of the BBFO Constitution. More of
this will be in the Skl

Whilst off the island Emma and | had all our

Christmas shopping to do and to get the food  Third Waxwing record for the island © Ben Porter


http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_V8MBLpbBbpM/TROfMpKy3ZI/AAAAAAAAH2U/uY1TTpO-FmM/s1600/IMG_3399.JPG
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First Woodlark ringed © Steve Stansfield

Woodlarks were discovered, as well as the first Bean
Goose for the island on 19th. Up to 70 Woodcocks
sought refuge on the island and Snipe numbers were
also high. Blackbirds, Fieldfares, Mistle Thrushes and
Redwings scratched the frozen ground looking for
food, whilst Lapwings and Golden Plovers wandered
the frozen fields. On 21st one of the Woodlarks was
trapped and ringed, adding another species to the
BBFO ringing list.

We had an enjoyable Christmas party/meal for the

remaining residents on 22nd in our newly refurbished
kitchen. The 23rd saw the third Waxwing for the
TR Pell af; t

mountain wall and was seen in the Obs. garden

i sland at he
before heading off north. Christmas eventually
arrived, and Connor was pleased with his presents
(including his iPod touch). We had a very nice meal
and watched a film in the evening. Thanks to all who

sent cards and gifts.

On 30th it was our turn to leave the island. We had

6Christmas dinnerd with

Day (having spent
mad!). On Sunday the 2nd January we were off to
Liverpool for Connor to spend the day with his aunt
and go to the Liverpool Phil to see Peter and the

Wolf.

Talk brings in bookings
Monday the 3rd January saw me talking to Preston

Society (Nature and Bird Watching section) in the
evening (having taken Connor to the Museum in
Liverpool in the morning). The meeting was attended
by 80 people who turned out on a bitterly cold night.
The talk was enjoyed by all and shortly afterwards
Alicia took a booking for the whole Observatory for
two weeks in 2012!

The following day (4th) we were off to give a repeat
showing of my presentation to Stafford Branch of the
West Midland Bird Club. Again this was attended well
with more than double their normal turn out. We
back

having been stuck in traffic on the M6 following an

eventually got to Emmads
accident (not involving us). Wednesday morning was

all packing and dashing across the country to

Rotherham so we could drop Connor off with my

parents. Thursday was another day for shopping and

buying new clothes for our next set of meetings.

Friday we were on the road again, this time all the
way to Sandwich Bay Bird Observatory in Kent (the
Observatory where | started working back in 1990).
The six hour drive saw us arriving just in time for tea
(& veny bice mdian & the tawnp \Wegtheh $pent the
weekend at Sandwich, and the meeting was very
productive. We celebrated the production of the
Observatories Book, that was published in the

autumn, with a few bottles of bubbly.

After leaving Sandwich, Emma and | took a few days
break in North Norfolk where we were able to relax

and spend some time together not in meetings!

Bwrertheerdspentfthaemiveleks wasking iNRotherham a r 6 s
Ne w Y e a(mdstty wriivgehis sepoa)pbefore getting onka érain to

take Connor to the Science Museum in London and
to stay with one of our friends and Obs. member
Ruth Edwards.

We then returned to Rotherham and dashed back
to Southport and then dropped Connor, this time with

Emmadés fol ks, and we rushed of


http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_V8MBLpbBbpM/TQ_OPI-QaJI/AAAAAAAAH0k/JHYoMDTSbUo/s1600/IMG_1406.JPG
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three meetings and another talk, this time to Bangor  Volunteers help set up for new season

Bird Group. Then back to Southport and more We had a good set of volunteers to come and help
shopping and in mid-February began packing to out in early spring. Two ladies who had attended
come back to the island. This gives you an idea the talk in Bangor came and helped with painting
of the time we have off the island T mostly rushing gates and setting out the gift shop, Gwyn and Dai
round the country for meetings and talks, with Stacey came and did a week of general stuff,

a couple of days off here and there i we are not including re-gravelling the slope in the back garden
on holiday! and weeding all the trees in the new plantation. We

also set up the new audio-visual display in the gift
Back to the island shop. A 420 TV has been mount e
We arrived back on Bardsey on 28th February, along a nice slideshow showing the wildlife of the island
with Liz James, Rich Brown and Giselle Eagle. Steve is on a loop, so that day visitors who cannot see the
Hinde joined us in early April to start his new job. presentation on Monday nights at least get to see
Upon getting home we decided to finish filling the some of the images of the island. It is thanks to TV
holes in the walls in our house and painting the rest  personality lolo Williams that this system is in place.
of the house. This took a while! Eventually we had all lolo gave us a very generous donation in summer
the walls painted and the new carpet that | had 2010 and also agreed, when | have put a short film
bought had arrived and was duly laid, then the together, to narrate for it.
furniture was brought back in. This took Emma,
Connor and | almost 3 weeks to complete, although  So the Obs. was smart, the gift shop was sorted, our
we still have not yet finished getting all our house was completed and looking fantastic (thanks
belongings out of our bedroom and back into the rest to all who helped) and then it was spring. Birds
of the house. We were helped once more by Rich began to arrive and we got busy. Spring 2011 was
and Giselle and Liz. These three also spent time one of the better springs for numbers and variety of
getting the Obs. cleaned and tidied, and when we
were ready in our house, Emma and | set about the
Obs. too. Rich made some wonderful wooden
shutters for the windows in the quad rooms as the
curtains in various guises have all failed in the past.
As we have been doing lots of decorating over the
past three years we only needed to do little bits of
touch up work this year, and it does finally look like
6the wall of death! é is e Comin
a nice wall again. The scabby water tank at the top of
the slope in the back garden was given a make over

and now looks rather smart.

We were soon ready for a house warming party in
our house, and everyone had to come in fancy dress,

as a bird! Some came in full dress of the bird in

question, whereas others came as a rather more Steve Stansfield

cryptic version. Hoopoe © Steve Stansfield
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common birds in the time | have beenontheisland. So f or now thatodés it, 106m sure
This coupled with a good scattering of the usual stuff, like mentioning that the weather in May has
scarcities (Hoopoe, Subalpine Warblers etc.) made it been generally appalling, and forgotten to thank
a great spring. | will report on spring in length in the people for doing things, but trying to remember what
next issue of the Beacon. happened from July last year onwards is not so easy
when you are my age!
In addition, two researchers are spending the
summer at Cristin working on the FAME project (no,  Just remember that we still have spaces for the
this does not mean they will be dancing and wearing  October new moon week in the Obs., so if you want
leg warmers!), which stands for The Future of the to book get in touch with Alicia ASAP because we
Atlantic Marine Environment. are filling rapidly. Have a good summer and we will
see you in the autumn.
Steve Stansfield
Guided walks on offer
Athe infectious excitement of see
Dol phin has rubbed off on me over

| first came to the island in 1997 when | was just 6
years old, with my parents and sister Sian. I've
been coming back to the island every year since.
| have so many great memories of our annual
holiday to Enlli; swimming in Cafn and catching
as many crabs as we could fit in a bucket before

they escaped again.

- one of the favourite

Ringed Plover chick
attractions on guided walks last summer
© Ben Porter

Looking back I don't really know when | first began to
be interested in the birds and wildlife, but I think the
infectious excitement of a new bird or a Risso's
Dolphin being seen while staying at the Observatory
has rubbed off on me over the years. Now | have a

very strong passion for natural history and wildlife.

First volunteering stint

Four years ago | decided to volunteer at the
Observatory; this was the first time | had ever stayed
at the Obs. on my own. | absolutely loved my first
stint volunteering on the island and decided to come
back out in October that year to volunteer again.

| was on the island during the last visitor-week of the
year. It was a cold and wild week and with only
twenty or so people left | really felt the sense of
community and enjoyed being a part of the island.

In 2009 | was back again spending five weeks on the
island over that summer.

Since beginning to volunteer | have dreamed of

working on the island and last summer after another
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week's volunteering, Steve & Emma invited me back
to spend summer 2010 on the island as a member of
staff. | inmediately accepted and once home began
to plan in detail what | would be doing over my gap
year. | worked for 6 months and then travelled for two
and a half. After my travels | spent a total of 4 months
on Bardsey as an unpaid member of staff.

Huge success

After the huge success of last year's walks, | will
return for a shorter two month stint this summer for
July and August 2011. Having learnt from last year's
walks, this year they will be run slightly differently
with a set charge. | will be aiming to meet every boat
finish wal k at

and every

t

he

show off the new displays which | worked on last year
Began guided wildlife walks with Steve, Emma, Rich B and Rich E.

My original position would have been to talk to the

visitors and to answer their questions. Theneedfor Commi ssi on your own groupds wa

someone to do this at the Observatory is obvious as  If you are interested in commissioning a custom walk

the staff are extremely busy with other tasks, and so  for a group, or interested in joining a walk whilst

are not able to "meet and greet" as much as they visiting the island, or if you

would like. As | was on the island for all of the main information, do not hesitate to contact me.

summer season | decided to begin leading day gwyn.t.stacey@hotmail.co.uk

visitors on guided wildlife walks. The walks were run

on a voluntary contribution basis, which went towards Hope to see you over the summer!

the Observatory's work. Gwyn Stacey

Vacancies at the To wet your appetite

O bse rva'[O ry a small sample of October 2010 sightings
Pall asé6s Warber, Brambling, Gr
Little Gull, Velvet Scoter, Long-tailed Duck, Lapland

There are still a few places left for this summer Bunting, Snow Bunting, Red-breasted Merganser,

in June, July and August but please phone Ring Ouzel, Sabineods Gull , Por

before you send a booking form as they are Bonaparteds Gull , Firecrest, F

disappearing fast. Medi terranean Gull, and Arctic
few of the birds, in addition to the spectacle of

September is now fully booked, but there are some migration through Bardsey of many other species.

rooms free in October - often the best time of year. ' \ ‘

The new moon is October 26th, as Steve says in

his report, this is always a good time to aim for.

2012 vacancies will soon appear on the website as

the new trend is to book early, a trend | encourage!

| shall look forward to hearing from those who would

like to enjoy some of their summer on Enlli.

Alicia Normand Amongst October 201G6bbowedbi rds,

Warbler

© Ben Porter
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Sea hird research

| am sat, or rather crouched, amongst the
boulders and loafing Razorbills of Bae Felen i
the northern most boulder colony on Bardsey
Island. Beside me is my catching pole and just a
few metres ahead is a Razorbill with one of our
GPS loggers on its back. Despite the adrenalin
pumping my heart, | am being as stealthy as
possible in order to get close enough to recatch
the bird.

Every logger we get back is precious as they store
the data showing where the bird has been for the
past few days. Working like a Sat-Nav, they take a fix
every 100 seconds giving a very detailed map of its
movements. Using tracks from many individuals,
during incubation and chick-rearing, across several
sites (from Fair Isle to the Isles of Scilly), and over
several years, we shall start to build a picture of the
foraging habitat needed by seabirds breeding in the
UK. Particularly important areas may then be

protected to help reverse the national declines seen

in seabird numbers.

A Razorbill keeps its distance © Steve Stansfield

- a close up view

© Steve Stansfield

Razorbill

Bardsey Island is new to the FAME (Future of the
Atlantic Marine Environment) Project this year,
bridging the gap between the Scottish and English
sites. This was made possible by additional funds
from Environment Wales for the Seabirds Cymru
Project. Here we aim to track Razorbills, Guillemots
and Kittiwakes, three of the five target species, which
also include Shags and Fulmars covering the

spectrum of foraging types.

Later in June we shall start working with the Guillies
and Kitts, for now we are benefitting from the
tolerance of the Razorbills on Bardsey Island, no
doubt due to the years of seabird ringing by the
BBFO. Typically we can walk up to them in their
burrows, but there are a few, like this one today, that
are much harder to catch again. Although very, very
close, | was not successful today, but | am still
hopeful 1 | will keep you posted. For more
information have a look at the website:
www.fameproject.eu.

Liz Mackley

Wanted: photos of Obs. life

I have the luxury of having brilliant photos of
birds to use in the Beacon, but | am always short
ng
| ove

ones Sshowi
| 6d

use in future editions. Many thanks.

of df you hage gaod

ones, you to em

Jo Jones, Ed.

To receive the Beacon

electronically please email the Editor.
This will save the Observatory printing and
QO%ta}eqe aaq)ygu_ w(i)ll see the photos in glorious
colour. However, we do understand if you wish

a t em to me for
to continue to recelve a paper copy.

possi bl e
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Defibrillator now on island

The Welsh Ambulance Service and RSPB have
joined forces to help provide a new Public

Access Defibrillator scheme (PADs) on Bardsey.
Welsh Ambulance Service National PADs
manager Gerard Rothwell took to the high seas to

hop across to the island to train 12 volunteers.

PADs allow volunteers in the team to utilise their
defibrillator to help people facing a cardiac arrest.
The machines are made easily accessible to the
team members, in the same way life belts are around

public swimming areas.

fiOne of t he most s cC

coast of Wales has now become one of

the safest after becoming home to a

vol unteer |l i fe savi

Gerard Rothwell

The Trust has trained over 4000 volunteers across
Wales to man PADSs sites across the country,
stationed in places such as railway stations, garages,
leisure centres and even on top of Snowdon. Staff
work in partnership with other organisations to

provide equipment and training.

Defibrillator in island schoolroom

Each of the Bardsey volunteers undertook four hours
training to allow them to use the electric shock life
saving machine and also administer basic life support
skills. The defibrillator is now available in the island

schoolroom to be used.

Gerard, who is based at Lansdowne Hospital, Cardiff,
d, Alt

part of this new initiative, which will be beneficial to

s ai was great to g
the hundreds of visitors to the island each year.

The team were very enthusiastic during the training
and | am sure they will provide an early response to
cardiac emergancies along with the delivery of basic
ng ch

Members of the team of volunteers, included

| i fesavi care whi ar

representatives from the Observatory.
Bardsey Bird and Field Observatory Warden Steve

d, n We

across to the Island to train the team. We have a lot

Stansfield sai ar e
of people who come to Bardsey to enjoy the land,
wildlife and the fantastic views every year. Having
this vital first aid resource on the Island will give
people peace of mind when they board the boat for
Bardsey. 0

Gerard Rothwell

Secr et ariypormnt AV tahead

Hello everyone. There have been no further
meetings of Council since the one in February
this year, which was held at the Haling Dene
Centre in Penkridge, Staffordshire. However, the
Council of BBFO have placed a great deal of
importance on drafting a revision of the
Constitution for the Observatory, necessary to
bring us up to date with the current requirements

of the Charities Commission (CC).

l an Wright circulated a
document to the CC for their approval in principal,
following further amendments required to meet the
requirements of the Observatory. Please keep your
eye on the Bardsey website for this document and

find further detail with this edition of the Beacon.

Vital to read draft Constitution
There will be a Council meeting in the morning

(0] acrao

e t

he

grat e

revi

S €
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followed by the AGM, which will be held at the
Marine Hotel in Criccieth on Saturday 2™ July at
2pm. Please can all Members read the submission in
advance of these meeetings. It is most important that
this document receives the approval of Council at
that Council meeting, ready for presentation to the

AGM and approval by the Membership.

The

length at the Bardsey Scientific Committee and the

AFl ora of Bardsey®
planning phase is now starting to progress well. This
will take some time to reach publication, as much
information has to be gathered, sorted and edited,
including the original work carried out by Peter Hope
Jones and a review of any notes available from other

sources, for example Ann Conolly.

Display at Midlands Bird Fair

As in previous years | attended the Midlands Bird and
Photo Fair held recently at Middleton Hall, where we
received many visitors at our Stand. There was a
range of people who have already visited the Obs.
and some who have either already booked for this
year or were giving consideration to a booking later
this year or in 2012. As my wife Ann was unable to
assist at the Show, | was very pleased to accept an

offer from Jim Winsper to look after the Stand for a

Pr oj

while in order that | might take a very welcome break,
have a bite of lunch and visit the rest of the Show.
Many thanks for that Jim T much appreciated.

It should also be noted that our Stand at the Show is
supported by the West Midland Bird Club who
provide space for our display at the end of their larger
presentation. Again, thanks to the WMBC who have
always supported the Observatory and its work.

ect has been discussed at
New Membership leaflet in demand

The

Lawrence, with assistance from her husband Andy,

new O6Membershipd leafl et p
was very well received and at least 120 copies were

taken away by interested parties. | have also

managed to distribute the leaflet to the Information

Centre in Barmouth (Gwynedd), who were very

pleased to immediately put them on prominent

display and asked if more could be supplied.

PLEASE will all members of Council make special
effort to attend the important meetings detailed
of

6Friends

bl e

above and as many

Observatorydé as possi atten

General Meeting in the afternoon.

Mike West

| have been the BBFO Warden for 14 years. | began working at blrd observatones in 1990 at Sandwich Bay,
~and then became the Assistant Warden on North Ronaldsay in Orkney in
'.'_ 1993. | moved to Bardsey in January 1998 and have had a wonderful time

working as the Warden since then.

Highlights of my time on Bardsey have been meeting Emma in summer
1998, bringing our son, Connor, home to the island in April 2002 and being
4 married to Emma by the Bishop of Barking in October 2007. Best birds |
-HaakedBluBtiil artd Pides
Bunting, and best experiences have been seeing 30,000+ birds attracted to

S have seen here have Pi

the lighthouse on a foggy night and massive movements of seabirds.

pit,
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Emma Stansfield
| am an artist, mainly drawing and painting birds, which is the reason |
first came to visit Bardsey 14 years ago. | got hooked on the island and

the Warden and have never looked back!

I have lived here for 10 years now. Before this | was working in youth
hostels in Brecon and the Wye Valley, which gave me good grounding for
helping to run the Obs. | enjoy meeting the people that come to the

island, educating our son Connor, art lessons with Rachel and the

atmosphere on the island.

Connor Stansfield

I am nine years old and have lived on Bardsey all of that time and |
like it a lot. | sometimes help with the running of the Obs., doing things
' like cleaning on a Saturday morning and taking messages to visitors

for Steve.

| | like chickens
) ’ £ ‘
and have seven. F& ™ O{LHCQ/\ (PL

: - ..~ % ‘__«,‘ . m -
favourite; she is ﬁﬁxﬁ( » i

Hedwig is my
white and very ma ’g I m

nice. | also like caterpillars and | have some in a tank, they are: Puss

Moth, Six-spot Burnet and Small Magpie. | have some Lackey

cocoons, a Drinker cocoon and a Northern Egger cocoon. | like that |

can go anywhere on the island except for the East Side. The best
thing that has happened on Bardsey is when my new Chickens arrived and meeting some of the children

that visit the island and having Liz James®d6 roast

Richard Brown

This is my fourth year as BBFO Assistant Warden and my seventh
on Welsh islands, following two and a half years as the Assistant on
Skomer. Prior to this | worked with Pink Pigeons in Mauritius, Yellow

Wagtails in Norfolk and beef burgers in my native North Yorkshire.

pot a

|l 6ve found two seconds for Wales on Bardsey, a Paddyf.i

and a White-throated Sparrow. Other amazing spectacles have

included watching Rissobs Dol phins leap from the
Side, thousands of Goldcrests littering the ground of the plantation

during an April fall, 200 Grasshopper Warblers and a Little Egret

circling the lighthouse and the smells and sounds of the seabird

colonies each summer.

water



