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Warden’s autumn summary for 2009

This was my 12th autumn as Warden on Bardsey
and one of the most exciting for birds.

Passage began on 29th July, with at least 56 Willow
Warblers, two Grasshopper Warblers, seven Sedge
Warblers and a Green Sandpiper seen. In breezy
conditions on 1st August seawatching produced at
least 3000 Manx Shearwaters, nine Sandwich Terns,
eight Black-headed Gulls and two Common Scoters.
Waders included two Ringed Plovers, 15 Turnstones,
six Whimbrel and 47 Curlew. On 3rd a Little Egret
came in off the sea and spent the day around the
Narrows. 25 Fulmars, 3000 Manx Shearwaters and
nine Dunlins passed by and 11 Whimbrels were
seen. An Ocean Sunfish was spotted briefly in the
morning, flapping its large dorsal fin at the surface

of the sea. This odd creature is becoming more
regular in the waters around the island.

On 5th August a warm front improved the weather,
but four Willow Warblers were the only migrants.

On 6th 14 Willow Warblers and a Sedge Warbler
were seen. At sea, nine Fulmars and 35 Common
Scoters headed south. On 9th the first Mediterranean
Gull of the year flew south along the West Coast.

A Grey Wagtail and 12 Willow Warblers were also
seen. Two Purple Sandpipers roosted with other
waders and a Common Sandpiper spent the day on
the rocks near Solfach.

Full colour Beacon/Golau Enlli hot off press

Receive the Beacon/Golau Enlli electronically and
you will see the photos in top quality and colour,

and save the Obs. paper, printing and postage. Email
the editor (see back page) to request this service.

Fluffy Storm Petrel chick ringed

A few migrants were found on 10th, a Pied Flycatcher
trapped in the Observatory garden being the
highlight. Sea passage included the first Arctic Skua
of the autumn amongst 1000 Manx Shearwaters
and a flock of 28 Black-tailed Godwits — the highest
ever count of this species for the island. A calm,
sunny day on 11th produced a Garden Warbler,
four Spotted Flycatchers, 15 Willow Warblers and
nine Wheatears. Two juvenile Mediterranean Gulls
flew by at sea. Hirundine numbers rose to

80 Swallows, five House Martins and four Sand
Martins. The European Storm Petrel nest found
earlier in the year on the East Side was revisited
and its tiny, fluffy occupant ringed.

Lighthouse attraction fills bushes
On 12th August it was clear that a Lighthouse
attraction had taken place overnight, as the

Storm Petrel chick
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Lighthouse garden and nearby gorse bushes

were full of small birds. A Whinchat, a Tree Pipit,
three Grasshopper Warblers, two Pied Flycatchers
and two Spotted Flycatchers were present, along
with five Chiffchaffs and 50 Willow Warblers.

A flava Wagtail, a juvenile Cuckoo, two Sedge
Warblers, a Garden Warbler, 22 Willow Warblers
and 23 Wheatears were also seen.

On 13th three Snipe and a Green Sandpiper were
seen, along with a Whitethroat, a Tree Pipit,

14 Wheatears, a Grasshopper Warbler, three Sedge
Warblers, a Chiffchaff and 11 Willow Warblers.
Hirundine passage involved 150 Swallows, 17

House Martins and a Sand Martin and an adult
Mediterranean Gull flew past the West Coast. Migrant
numbers were low until 16th, when a Great Spotted
Woodpecker was found in Cristin Withy and a Tree
Pipit, a Garden Warbler and 10 Willow Warblers were
seen. Despite southerly winds on 17th a Great Skua
was seen flying south along with 16 Fulmars.

Lone bird a gem

The next few days remained windy and bird free,

but 20th was sunny and more eventful. A Melodious
Warbler was discovered in the South End gorse —
the only migrant there. It was generally skulking, but
showed well on occasions and was trapped and
ringed in the evening. An Arctic Skua and a Great
Skua flew south amid 5000 Manx Shearwaters.
Waders included a Bar-tailed Godwit, 30 Turnstones,
three Purple Sandpipers, seven Whimbrels,

45 Curlews, a Sanderling and seven Ringed Plovers.

Skulking Melodious Warbler © Sve Stanield'

A freshly dead young Common Dolphin was washed
up in Henllwyn.

Likely Cuckoo breeding success

The Melodious Warbler remained in its favourite
patch of burnt gorse by the Lighthouse on 21st and

a few new migrants appeared, including a Tree Pipit,
two Spotted Flycatchers and 13 Willow Warblers.
Birds passing the West Coast heading south included
3000 Manx Shearwaters, 100 Fulmars, five Sandwich
Terns, a ‘Comic’ Tern, three Arctic Skuas, a Great
Skua, 38 Dunlins and 15 Whimbrels. A large
Thornback Ray was discovered washed up in
Henllwyn. The 22nd was much calmer, but counts of
migrants remained low. 14 Willow Warblers and a
Spotted Flycatcher were present, as was the Cuckoo,
which seems likely to have hatched on the island.
This is the second year in succession that Cuckoos
have bred successfully. Six Golden Plovers and
seven Dunlins flew south and five Sandwich Terns
were at sea.

The 23rd saw a return to strong wind and relentless
rain, keeping most people in the Observatory. Bird of
the day was a juvenile Curlew Sandpiper seen briefly
on the West Coast. A European Storm Petrel battled
through the waves off the South End and ten
Sandwich Terns also passed by at sea.

Dragonfly provides a first

On a nicer day on 24th, a southerly hirundine
passage of 77 Swallows, five House Martins and

a Sand Martin was noted. Sea passage was slow,
but one Arctic Skua and one Great Skua were seen.
Migrants included 18 Wheatears, a Grasshopper
Warbler, a Whitethroat, 14 Willow Warblers and a
Grey Wagtail. Two Bar-tailed Godwits and two
Sanderlings were the pick of the waders. For the first
time since the Red-veined Darter influx in spring, the
find of the day was undoubtedly a Golden Ringed
Dragonfly — possibly the first definite record for the
island. A Portuguese Man-o’-war was added to the
list of decomposing marine life in Henllwyn! The
26th August saw the first Redstart of the autumn at
Ty Pellaf, but little else was noted.

Excitement at sea

On 27th two Grey Wagtails, two Spotted Flycatchers,
27 Willow Warblers, a Whitethroat and a Sedge
Warbler were around. At sea 30 ‘Comic’ Terns, three
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Sandwich Terns and six Common Scoters were
seen. A pod of Risso’s Dolphins lingered close
offshore in the morning, giving good views. Better still
was a Pilot Whale that surfaced briefly amongst the
dolphins before, frustratingly, vanishing again.

A Migrant Hawker dragonfly spent time in the front
garden of Cristin. The wind picked up from the west
overnight, swinging round to the north-west during
the 28th — just the conditions to bring seabirds close
to the island. Eventually a Sooty Shearwater and

a juvenile Pomarine Skua flew past at close range
and in the afternoon skuas began to pass by more
frequently, with seven Great Skuas, seven Arctic
Skuas and an adult Pomarine Skua heading south.
Amongst 10,000 Manx Shearwaters were two more
Sooty Shearwaters, 102 Fulmars, ten Sandwich
Terns and four Common Terns. Wader movement
included 28 Dunlins and five Whimbrels. Landbirds
included six Whitethroats, a Garden Warbler, two
Blackcaps, 28 Willow Warblers and four Spotted
Flycatchers. Seawatching on 29th produced a couple
of juvenile Pomarine Skuas and a Great Skua.
Passerines included two Garden Warblers and a
Spotted Flycatcher and a Knot was seen.

September brings first Balearic Shearwater
Improved conditions on 1st September were
welcome, as were a handful of good sightings.

A Reed Warbler, a flava Wagtail and a Redstart
were the passerine highlights, but three Spotted
Flycatchers and 10 Willow Warblers were noted.
The first Balearic Shearwater of the autumn, at long
last, was the seabird highlight, but plenty of Manx
Shearwaters, 44 Sandwich Terns and 49 ‘Comic’
Terns also headed south. A young Turtle Dove was
feeding in the newly ploughed cereal fields and three
Kestrels, three Purple Sandpipers and a high count
of 77 Curlews were noted. On 2nd a throng of

3000 feeding Manx Shearwaters off the South End
contained at least one Balearic Shearwater and a
Great Skua and eight Sandwich Terns flew south.

Good views from north hide

The 3rd was sunny, but strong westerly winds were
still battering the island. Two Grey Phalaropes were
offshore early morning and a drake Wigeon flew past.
An impressive 100 Sandwich Terns, two Arctic
Skuas, three Great Skuas, ten Dunlins and a Ringed
Plover were also seen. The afternoon produced close
views of a fine adult Sabine’s Gull feeding with

© Steve Stansfield

Gannet

Kittiwakes, 70 Common Terns and ten Arctic Terns,
which were occasionally panicked by three more
Arctic Skuas. A Greenshank roosted in Cafn and

a Garden Warbler was at Ty Capel. 5th September
saw the arrival of ten Chiffchaffs, five Willow
Warblers and a Tree Pipit. A White Wagtail was on
the beach with two Knots, 24 Turnstones and

26 Redshanks. Three Kestrels hunted over the
Mountain and four Sandwich Terns flew by at sea.
On 6th a southerly wind produced an Arctic Skua, Six
Common Scoters, 35 Sandwich Terns and two
‘Comic’ Terns. A Goldcrest, a Grey Wagtail, eight
Willow Warblers and three Chiffchaffs were the best
landbirds, until an afternoon shower brought in a Pied
Flycatcher and two Spotted Flycatchers at the
Plantation. A sunny day on 7th produced three Pied
Flycatchers, two Spotted Flycatchers, seven Grey
Wagtails, a Garden Warbler, 14 Willow Warblers and
four Chiffchaffs. A movement of 165 Herring Gulls

in the afternoon was unexpected. On 9th a Reed
Warbler was at Ty Capel and two Pied Flycatchers,
three Spotted Flycatchers, 17 Chiffchaffs, eight
Willow Warblers and a Grey Wagtail were found.

49 Sandwich Terns and 11 Common Terns were off
the South End.

Recycling old mobile
phones and ink cartridges

We are no longer collecting ink cartridges
and old mobile ‘phones for the Obs. Many
thanks to those who have contributed to the
Obs. in this way.

You may like to donate them to the RSPB instead
who use them to raise money for conservation. The

RSPB will send you Freepost envelopes on request.
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One of the best days so far

On 10th clear sunshine made for one of the best
days of the autumn so far. A Wryneck at Carreg
Bach was the only scarce species seen, but migrants
included two Whinchats, three Pied Flycatchers,

two Spotted Flycatchers, two Garden Warblers, two
Whitethroats, 16 Chiffchaffs and six Willow Warblers.
11 Wheatears, three Skylarks, two Grey Wagtail and
two White Wagtails were also seen. Hirundine
passage reached 239 Swallows, 30 Sand Martins
and 42 House Martins. Three Teal were in Solfach
and waders included a Knot, seven Golden Plovers
and a Bar-tailed Godwit. Raptors included a Merlin,
two Buzzards, a Sparrowhawk and three Kestrels.

Millpond sea gives great cetacean views

On 11th the Wryneck was still present and a Pied
Flycatcher, a Goldcrest, five Whitethroats, seven
Chiffchaffs, three Willow Warblers and 11 Wheatears
were logged. Visible migration included 25 Grey
Wagtails, a Tree Pipit amongst the Meadow Pipits,
200 Swallows, 12 House Martins and four Sand
Martins. A Lapwing, the Bar-tailed Godwit, four
Golden Plovers, two Knots and three Snipe were also
seen. 24 Black-headed Gulls flew south, along with
a Sandwich Tern, two Arctic Terns and four ‘Comic’
Terns. The millpond sea was ideal for finding
cetaceans and efforts were rewarded with 15 Risso’s
Dolphins surfacing and breaching close to the South
End with 18 Harbour Porpoises. A Migrant Hawker
dragonfly was also seen.

Skylark

© Ben Porter

Influx of birders!

12th September saw an influx of birders, but sadly
no influx of birds. A few finches appeared, with ten
Goldfinches, four Redpolls, and a Siskin seen. Other
migrants included three Spotted Flycatchers, six

Whitethroats, ten Chiffchaffs, two Goldcrests, four
White Wagtails and two Whinchats. Diurnal passage
involved ten Grey Wagtails, eight Skylarks,

110 Swallows, 20 House Martins, ten Sand Martins
and nearly 100 Meadow Pipits. A southerly passage
of 72 Black-headed Gulls included a Mediterranean
Gull, an Arctic Tern and six ‘Comic’ Terns, while

215 Herring Gulls and two Lapwings headed north.
Six Risso’s Dolphins were seen off the West Coast
and a scarce Speckled Wood butterfly was found at Nant.

On 13th an interesting Acrocephalus Warbler was at
Ty Capel. Much time was spent trying to identify it as
it crept around in the vegetation. The majority opinion
was that it was probably a very pale Reed Warbler.
Two Yellowhammers flew south, the first Water Rail
of the autumn was in Cristin Withy and four
Goldcrests and a Whinchat were seen. Other
passerines included 15 Wheatears, 12 Skylarks,

a Spotted Flycatcher, two Siskins, 22 Grey Wagtails,
seven White Wagtails, 190 Swallows, five House
Martins and 120 Meadow Pipits. A Grey Heron,

12 Sandwich Terns and 34 Black-headed Gulls
passed by at sea.

First eastern scarcity found

The 14th saw the first eastern scarcity of the autumn,
a Richard’s Pipit in the arable fields, but it quickly
flew off south. The other highlight was a Redstart at
Cristin. The unusual Reed Warbler was still skulking
at Ty Capel and avoiding the mist nets. Other
warblers included a Blackcap, two Whitethroats,

13 Chiffchaffs, four Goldcrests and five Willow
Warblers. Two Whinchats, a Spotted Flycatcher,

20 Wheatears, three Grey Wagtails, two White
Wagtails, two Siskins and 33 Goldfinches were also
seen. 160 Black-headed Gulls and 280 Herring Gulls
passed at sea. A calm sea provided great views of
28 leaping Risso’s Dolphins.

On 15th six Red-breasted Mergansers flew past the
South End and a Lapland Bunting was near Cristin.
Over 100 Meadow Pipits flew in off the sea in the
morning with two Tree Pipits. A flava Wagtail was on
Solfach with 15 White Wagtails and at least five Grey
Wagtails flew over. Other migrants included a
Grasshopper Warbler, two Sedge Warblers, two
Whitethroats, a Blackcap, eight Chiffchaffs, four
Willow Warblers, 12 Goldcrests, two Whinchats,

a Redstart and 28 Wheatears. At sea a Great Skua,
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Little Stint
one Mediterranean Gull, three Common Terns and

68 Black-headed Gulls went by and three more
Risso’s Dolphins were seen just off Henllwyn.

On 16th a juvenile Little Stint spent the day on
Solfach, the Lapland Bunting remained and 12 Grey
Wagtails, 14 White Wagtails and 27 Wheatears were
seen. A Whinchat, four Whitethroats, two Blackcaps,
11 Chiffchaffs, two Willow Warblers, six Goldcrests,
ten Goldfinches and an Arctic Skua were also noted.

Star bird appears in late afternoon

A covering of cloud often brings migrant birds and on
17th a promising layer of altocumulus hung over the
island. A big increase to at least 80 Chiffchaffs was
the best sign of an arrival. 15 Willow Warblers, four
Whitethroats, three Grasshopper Warblers, two
Blackcaps, a Reed Warbler, five Spotted Flycatchers,
a Redstart, a Whinchat and six Goldcrests were also
counted. The first Lesser Whitethroat of the autumn
was at Nant and a Lapland Bunting was seen. Visible
migration included 19 Grey Wagtails, 178 Meadow
Pipits and five Tree Pipits, while 35 White Wagtails
were on Solfach. A Dark-bellied Brent Goose was

a surprise on the Narrows as were three Eiders
heading south. A Lesser Black-backed Gull with
roosting gulls on Carreg yr Honwy showed characters
of the Scandinavian race intermedius. The Little Stint
on Solfach was joined by a second bird and other
waders included three Knots and 64 Turnstones.
However, the day’s star bird only appeared late
afternoon when, in the unlikely vegetation-less
location of the North West Fields, a Paddyfield
Warbler was found feeding along fences and banks.
This is the third Welsh record of Paddyfield Warbler
and the second for Bardsey, after one last autumn.

One was seen in spring 2009 on Hilbre. An attempt
to trap the bird was unsuccessful.

Fantastic spectacle

After the excitement of 17th, the 18th was also a
memorable morning. An unsuccessful attempt to
relocate the Paddyfield Warbler produced a Barred
Warbler in Nant Valley. As Observatory staff arrived,
news broke of a Kingfisher on the South End!
Without waiting to see the Barred Warbler people
jogged the full length of the island to see this Bardsey
mega-rarity, but the bird had vanished. Andy Clarke
and Rhys Jones arrived by boat, hoping to see the
Paddyfield Warbler. When told that it had gone they
went to Nant Valley to see the Barred Warbler, but it
too had moved on. Was their twitch to the island to
be fruitless? No! Fortunately they were treated to the
spectacle of a flock of ten Glossy Ibises arriving from
the north and circling for a few minutes over the north
hide. They then drifted south along the West Coast
and over the heads of those birders looking for the
Kingfisher. This was the first record of Glossy lbis for
the island. The birds were probably part of the flock
of 12 seen on the Alaw Estuary the previous evening
and were almost certainly those seen later in the day
in Pembrokeshire.

Many common migrants were also seen. At least one
Lapland Bunting was present, plus 57 Wheatears,
three Redstarts, a flava Wagtail, 139 Chiffchaffs, nine
Willow Warblers, five Whitethroats, two Blackcaps, a
Grasshopper Warbler, five Goldcrests, five Spotted
Flycatchers and 42 White Wagtails. 19 Grey
Wagtails, six Tree Pipits and 185 Meadow Pipits flew

Three of the ten Glossy lbises © Steve Stansfield
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over and 14 Goldfinches, a Redpoll and a Siskin
were seen. Waders included two Common
Sandpipers, a Little Stint, two Golden Plovers, a
Lapwing and a Knot. The unusual Acrocephalus
Warbler from earlier in the week appeared in a mist
net and was just as puzzling in the hand as it was in
the undergrowth. Measurements all pointed to Reed
Warbler, but its colouration was very unusual and a
possible hybrid was not eliminated!

Still plenty to see

There was plenty to see on 19th, including a few
minor rarities. A Lighthouse attraction had occurred
late in the night, leaving a fall of warblers in nearby
gorse bushes, including the first Yellow-browed
Warbler of the year, a Lesser Whitethroat, two
Grasshopper Warblers, three Blackcaps, three
Whitethroats, over 50 Chiffchaffs, three Sedge
Warblers and 12 Willow Warblers. A Water Rail was
also seen. An immature Marsh Harrier (the first this
year) flew over the North End and an Icterine Warbler
was seen near the Chapel. The odd ‘Reed’ Warbler
was still at Nant and a flava Wagtail, a Lapland
Bunting, two Redstarts, a Whinchat, 26 Wheatears
and a further 100 Chiffchaffs were also seen.

Ten Grey Wagtails, a Tree Pipit and five Skylarks
flew over and three Teal were in Solfach. Two
Spotted Flycatchers and five Goldcrests were at
the Plantation with two Siskins, two Redpolls and
nine Goldfinches. Waders included five Bar-tailed
Godwits, a Sanderling, the Little Stint and a Knot.

Seal pups arrive

After a few windy days, the 24th September saw yet
another Icterine Warbler at Nant. Two Redstarts,

20 Chiffchaffs, nine Goldcrests, two Blackcaps,

a Spotted Flycatcher, four Wheatears, nine
Goldfinches, two Siskins and five Grey Wagtails

-

© Steve Stansfield

Grey Wagtail

were seen. Waders included a Golden Plover, four
Snipes, the Bar-tailed Godwit and seven Dunlins.
Two pods of Risso’s Dolphins, at least 12 and ten,
were close offshore. One of Bardsey’s most popular
mammals, the Grey Seals, had begun pupping, with
siX pups counted.

Pleasant weather continued to 27th, when it
delivered a few good birds. The first Firecrest of the
autumn and a Yellow-browed Warbler were at Nant.
Other warblers included a Lesser Whitethroat, five
Blackcaps, a Garden Warbler, 32 Chiffchaffs, two
Willow Warblers and 12 Goldcrests. A Whinchat was
near Cristin and seven Wheatears were seen. Over
200 Meadow Pipits were counted, many of which
were fresh migrants on the South End, and a large
increase in the number of Linnets brought their total
to 200. 22 Grey Wagtails flew south and a large
gathering of hirundines (400 Swallows and 40 House
Martins) was over the Mountain. Finches also
included 30 Chaffinches, 20 Goldfinches, two Siskins
and two Redpolls. A Wigeon was amongst roosting
gulls and waders on Carreg yr Honwy and an Arctic
Skua and a Puffin passed by.

Fine weather continued to 29th, when a Great Skua
and two Mediterranean Gulls flew past and a flock

of 12 Ravens paid the island a brief visit. The Lesser
Whitethroat, a Garden Warbler, two Blackcaps,

15 Chiffchaffs, two Water Rails, a Merlin and the Bar-
tailed Godwit also lingered.

October brings surprise

1st October surprisingly began with three Velvet
Scoters flying north, a Pale-bellied Brent Goose
circling the Narrows briefly and seven Golden
Plovers and a Great Northern Diver flying north.
Landbirds included seven Goldcrests, six Blackcaps,
14 Chiffchaffs and seven Wheatears. 140 Meadow
Pipits, three Grey Wagtails, 17 Skylarks and 17
Swallows flew south. After nightfall the first Redwing
of the autumn flew overhead. Autumnal weather

on 2nd produced two probable Whooper Swans
flying low over the island. A Red-throated Diver,

| 405 Black-headed Gulls, four Common Gulls and

three Mediterranean Gulls passed by at sea and
41 Ravens visited the island briefly. 36 Goldfinches
and two Redpolls arrived and a Blackcap, seven
Chiffchaffs and eight Goldcrests remained.
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On 3rd strong south-westerly winds veering north-
westerly produced a juvenile Long-tailed Skua early
morning. A good total of eight Sooty Shearwaters
was seen, as was a single Leach’s Petrel. Other
seabirds included four Great Skuas, two Arctic
Skuas, 400 Gannets, one Red-throated Diver,

100 Manx Shearwaters, seven Common Scoters,
one Mediterranean Gull, 120 Black-headed Gulls,
750 Kittiwakes, 320 Herring Gulls, 25 Lesser Black-
backed Gulls, 42 Great Black-backed Gulls, four
Common Terns, 400 Razorbills and 30 Guillemots.

© Richard Brown

Razorbills

Serenity returned on 4th, when 5000 Razorbills flew
south past the West Coast and a Pomarine Skua was
noted. The bird of the day, incongruous on the pebbly
beach in Henllwyn, was a Yellow-browed Warbler.
Nine Blackcaps were seen, along with five Chiffchaffs,
five Goldcrests, 14 Skylarks and a Grey Wagtail.
Autumn finch passage improved, with 40 Chaffinches,
15 Goldfinches, six Greenfinches and a Redpoll
seen. 36 Ravens made their early morning visit to the
island and four Merlins and two Buzzards were seen.

Excellent day all round

The 5th was notable for several reasons, including
a flock of 21 Buzzards — the highest count ever on
the island. Finches finally arrived en masse, with
200 Chaffinches, 35 Goldfinches, nine Greenfinches
and two Redpolls seen and a good number ringed.
The day’s other notable arrival was a selection of
woodland species scarce on Bardsey, with two Great
Spotted Woodpeckers, five Great Tits and a Blue Tit
seen. A few warblers were still present, including a
Lesser Whitethroat, ten Blackcaps, 13 Chiffchaffs
and four Goldcrests. Six White Wagtails, six
Skylarks, three Water Rails, two Merlins and two
Sparrowhawks were present and a Great Skua was

Subalpine Warbler

noted. It was another good day for cetaceans, with
at least a dozen Risso’s Dolphins and a couple of
Harbour Porpoises seen.

Chaffinches besieged

After rain on 6th, the 7th was calm and clear.

Two Crossbills were at the Plantation, with

19 Goldfinches, two Siskins, two Redpolls and

350 Chaffinches, being harassed by Merlins,
Sparrowhawks and Peregrines. 44 Skylarks, seven
Grey Wagtails and five Swallows flew south and

a Tree Pipit was amongst 87 Meadow Pipits. At least
three Great Spotted Woodpeckers were present,
plus three Great Tits, four Chiffchaff, four Goldcrest,
three Blackcaps and three Wheatears. 81 Black-
headed Gulls were offshore. Waders included the
Bar-tailed Godwit and 12 Purple Sandpipers.

Island hots up with Firecrest bonanza

There was a fall of Firecrest on 9th, with three at
Cristin, one in Ty Nessaf garden and one in Cristin
Withy, but only one Goldcrest was seen. At least

16 Mediterranean Gulls flew past, with good numbers
of Common Gulls, Black-headed Gulls and
Kittiwakes. Another fall of Firecrest on 10th saw

at least 16 birds on the island! However, only

8 Goldcrests were seen. A 1st year Subalpine
Warbler seen at Ty Pellaf was the second record of
the year and the sixth since 2000! The Subalpine
Warbler was still present on 11th, when only

12 Firecrests were seen. Seven Mediterranean Gulls,
one Arctic Tern and a Great Skua flew past.

A Lapland Bunting flew over the South End and a few
thrushes were present. About ten Risso's Dolphins,
including four calves, were off the West Coast.

First lark and bunting movements
The 12th saw a movement of 100 Skylarks and

© Steve Stansfield
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10 Reed Buntings. There were 14 Redwings and a
few Song Thrushes and Blackbirds, but only one
Firecrest. 14th October saw the first big movement
of Redwings of the autumn from dawn, with 400 seen
in an hour along with 24 Fieldfares and a few
Blackbirds and Song Thrushes. A single Firecrest
was at Nant, newly arrived Great Tits and Blue

Tits were trapped and two Great Spotted
Woodpeckers were seen. Bird of the day was the
Yellow-browed Warbler trapped in Cristin Withy.

A Lesser Whitethroat was still at Ty Pellaf on 16th
and a Great Northern Diver was seen. Scarce birds
included six Crossbills at Nant, a Whooper

Swan passing the West Coast, the first Woodcock
of the year and a Little Egret in Henllwyn.

In sunny and calm conditions on 17th, migrants
passing over included a Yellowhammer, 15 Skylarks,
six Swallows, three Grey Wagtails, 650 Redwings,
65 Chaffinches, three Bramblings, 60 Greenfinches,
39 Goldfinches, three Siskins and two Redpolls.

A Little Egret and a Lapland Bunting were around
the Narrows, a Short-eared Owl was on the South
End and two Ring Ouzels were on the Mountain.
Three Firecrests, four Goldcrests, the Lesser
Whitethroat, a Willow Warbler, 14 Chiffchaffs, three
Blackcaps, seven Great Tits, four Blue Tits, two
Mistle Thrushes, six Fieldfares, 14 Song Thrushes
and 55 Blackbirds were also seen. A large corvid
flock (250 Jackdaws and seven Rooks) arrived and
circled the island until a Peregrine snatched one of
the Jackdaws. The Wigeon and a Teal were on the
sea. A gathering of 500 Black-headed Gulls offshore
contained a couple of Mediterranean Gulls, six
Common Gulls and an Arctic Tern. On 18th the first
two Little Gulls of the autumn flew south amid a

© Steve Stansfield

Lapland Bunting

mélée of 1280 Black-headed Gulls, 210 Kittiwakes,
12 Mediterranean Gulls and 66 Common Gulls.

The first two Black Redstarts of the autumn were
seen, along with two Firecrests, the Lesser
Whitethroat, 43 Blackbirds, 34 Redwings, four
Fieldfares, five Song Thrushes, nine Chiffchaffs,

four Blackcaps, 130 Starlings, four Great Tits, a Blue
Tit and a Great Spotted Woodpecker. A Red-throated
Diver, a Woodcock and two Lapwings were

also seen.

Best sightings at sea

19th October brought southerly winds, but despite
this a juvenile Long-tailed Skua was seen along with
an Arctic Skua, an Arctic Tern, two Little Gulls,

19 Mediterranean Gulls, 750 Black-headed Gulls,
490 Kittiwakes, 77 Common Gulls, 14 Golden
Plovers and a Manx Shearwater. Two Black
Redstarts, a Firecrest, nine Goldcrests, nine
Chiffchaffs, two Blackcaps, two Great Spotted
Woodpeckers, seven Great Tits, six Song Thrushes,
six Redwings, three Swallows, the Wigeon,

30 Mallards, 28 Chaffinches, six Greenfinches

and four Siskins were also seen.

Reward for hardy birder

Strong winds and heavy rain on 20th kept most
people inside, but for one hardy birder the reward
was the discovery of a Grey Phalarope in Henllwyn
amid a throng of gulls feeding in a heaving carpet

of flotsam. The bird was typically tame and, once

the crashing waves had retreated, it spent time
pottering around in the rock pools; sometimes within
a metre or so of observers. Its confiding behaviour
enabled it to be caught and ringed early in the
afternoon — only the third Grey Phalarope to be
ringed on Bardsey. A morning seawatch produced

a Red-throated Diver, three Little Gulls and, bizarrely,
a Moorhen. Later 14 Mediterranean Gulls, 210 Black-
headed Gulls, 130 Kittiwakes and 19 Common Gulls
were off the West Coast. A Black Redstart and a
Golden Plover were on the South End. Interestingly,
one or two Manx Shearwaters were still in the
colonies during the night.

On 21st the first Snow Bunting of the year was seen.
A Firecrest on the South End was clearly new in, as
was a late Wheatear. During the morning 60
Greenfinches, 30 Chaffinches, a Brambling, five
Skylarks, two Grey Wagtails and 60 Starlings flew
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over. Steady sea passage involved 970 auks
(probably Razorbills), a Manx Shearwater, a Little
Gull, a Great Northern Diver, three Mediterranean
Gulls and an Arctic Tern. Counts of other migrant
landbirds remained low. On 22nd around 200
Woodpigeons flew north and a Stock Dove was
amongst them. 850 Starlings fed on the Narrows
and 22 Skylarks, two Swallows and two Grey
Wagtails flew south. Finches included 175
Greenfinches, 110 Chaffinches, 45 Siskins and
seven Bramblings. Two Black Redstarts, a Wheatear,
five Reed Buntings, 16 Blackbirds, nine Redwings
and seven Chiffchaffs were seen. A Golden Plover
was on the South End and 2600 Razorbills, nine
Mediterranean Gulls and a Little Gull passed by

at sea.

The 23rd was fairly calm, with 195 Chaffinches,
85 Greenfinches, nine Goldfinches, six Siskins,
four Redpolls and three Bramblings logged.

24 Blackbirds, 22 Song Thrushes, five Redwings
and a Ring Ouzel were seen and 19 Swallows,
18 Skylarks, three Grey Wagtails and two Rooks
flew over. A Black Redstart, a Wheatear, ten
Chiffchaffs, five Blackcaps, five Goldcrests and
a Firecrest were seen. 630 Starlings, five Reed
Buntings and a Coal Tit (first of the autumn) were
also seen. Two Great Northern Divers, two Little
Gulls and a Mediterranean Gull were at sea.

Fall of thrushes and noisy finches

During foul weather on 24th many thrushes were
found at the Lighthouse and in the adjacent gorse.
This and a handful of Redwing corpses at the foot
of the tower indicated there had been an attraction
late in the night. The number of thrushes on the
island totalled 570 Redwings, 74 Song Thrushes,
65 Blackbirds and 25 Fieldfares. 600 Chaffinches

Grey Phalarope at sea and in the hand, showing the

and 600 Greenfinches descended on Nant in
boisterous, noisy swarms. A Rosefinch was heard

to call, but could not be located. Eight Woodcocks,
including four that had clearly been attracted to the
Lighthouse, four Jack Snipes and nine Snipes were
seen. Four Lapwings were on the Narrows, and two
Fulmars, a Manx Shearwater and a Mediterranean
Gull flew past at sea. Few thrushes and finches were
on the island on 25th until 108 Greenfinches arrived
during the morning. Highlights at sea were two Great
Skuas, three Manx Shearwaters, five Mediterranean
Gulls, eight Golden Plovers and a reasonable
passage of 102 Gannets.

Attraction follows another notable day

The 26th produced an array of noteworthy species
and some good counts of commoner migrants. Star
bird was undoubtedly a Black Kite seen briefly as it
flew across Henllwyn and disappeared round Pen
Cristin, hounded by corvids. Despite much searching
this new species for Bardsey was not seen again,
but attempts to relocate it did turn up some nice
birds. A Richard’s Pipit flew south over Nant and
two Snow Buntings were on the Mountain. At least
three Lapland Buntings were in the arable fields and
a Bullfinch was in the withies. Surprisingly, in the
afternoon a Nuthatch (sixth island record) flew in off
the sea at the north end of the Mountain and
continued south along the ridge. Ten Reed Buntings,
a Wheatear, 850 Starlings, 176 Skylarks (mostly
flying south), 71 Redwings, 24 Blackbirds, five

Song Thrushes, 126 Chaffinches, 39 Greenfinches,
30 Goldfinches, 14 Siskins, eight Lesser Redpolls
and four Bramblings were also seen. Three

Little Gulls and two Mediterranean Gulls were
amongst 500 Black-headed Gulls and 3500
Kittiwakes offshore.

© Steve Stansfield

3k

tiny size of this wader
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As night drew in, thick cloud and occasional drizzle
arrived and the Lighthouse beams were soon filled
with twinkling shapes. The attraction was attended
until 3am, by which time 2000 Redwings, 36 Song
Thrushes, 25 Blackbirds, three Starlings, three
Lapwings, two Woodcocks, two Blackcaps, a
Fieldfare, a Skylark, a Reed Bunting, a Water Rail,
a Golden Plover and a Curlew had been logged.
The gantry lights were used to illuminate a patch
of grass near the Lighthouse and several hundred
birds were drawn away from the tower to the safety
of the ground.

Island covered

As is often the case after an attraction, thrushes
were plentiful on 27th, with 120 Blackbirds, 43 Song
Thrushes, 11 Fieldfares and lots of Redwings
present (although many had departed early in the
morning). Finches arriving at Nant included

354 Greenfinches, 350 Chaffinches, 52 Siskins,

12 Bramblings and eight Goldfinches. A Richard’s
Pipit, two Lapland Buntings, eight Black Redstarts,
a Tree Pipit, a Ring Ouzel, 11 Blackcaps, a Garden
Warbler and 780 Starlings were seen. A female
Eider, a Great Skua, two Little Gulls and five
Mediterranean Gulls were offshore.

28th October saw at least eight Black Redstarts
still present, along with three Blackcaps, eight
Chiffchaffs and the Firecrest. The 29th was mild
and a flock of 3500 Starlings whirled around before
heading north out to sea. Chaffinches surged south
all morning, with 1593 counted by midday, and

123 Greenfinches, 41 Siskins, 15 Bramblings and
ten Goldfinches were also seen. A Richard’s Pipit
flew off the South End and probably a different bird
was found in the arable fields later on. A juvenile

© Richard Brown

Merlin
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© Steve Stansfield

Sandwich Tern circled Henllwyn (the latest ever
record) and a pair of Shelducks were around the
Narrows. Six Lapwings were on the South End and
a Red-throated Diver, two Grey Herons, a Manx
Shearwater, a Mediterranean Gull and a Little Gull
flew by at sea. A small Lighthouse attraction the
previous night brought 58 Blackbirds, 30 Redwings,
20 Song Thrushes, two Fieldfares and a Mistle
Thrush to the island. A Woodcock, five Black
Redstarts and eight Blackcaps were also found.
Three Merlins, two Sparrowhawks, a Buzzard,

a Kestrel and the resident Peregrines provided

a good display of raptors. At least seven Risso’s
Dolphins spent a while just offshore.

The 30th produced a new Richard’s Pipit in the North
West Fields, a Woodcock, 35 Fieldfares flying south,
182 Woodpigeons flying north and 379 Chaffinches,
82 Greenfinches, 15 Goldfinches, four Siskins and

a Brambling in the sunflower field at the Chapel.

45 Blackbirds, 50 Redwings, 17 Song Thrushes and
510 Starlings were seen and a Manx Shearwater
and three Little Gulls were offshore. The last visitors
of the season left on 31st, leaving just Observatory
staff and the other residents on the island. A
Richard’s Pipit and four Black Redstarts remained.
An Eider was by Carreg yr Honwy and 210
Chaffinches and 90 Greenfinches were at Nant.

Novembers brings fierce weather

1st November brought heavy rain and fierce winds,
but a Bar-tailed Godwit and a Snow Bunting were
seen. Birds past the West Coast included 2100
Kittiwakes, 400 Razorbills, 30 Guillemots, four
Fulmars, a Wigeon, a Teal and 40 Common Scoters.
Four Black Redstarts, 25 Blackbirds, eight Song
Thrushes, 80 Chaffinches and 20 Greenfinches were



p. 11 Bardsey Beacon Golau Enlli

Winter 2009—2010

also seen. 2nd produced a Black-throated Diver,

an Arctic Skua, a Red-throated Diver, five Manx
Shearwaters and two Mediterranean Gulls.

Five Black Redstarts, the Bar-tailed Godwit,

22 Skylarks, four Blackcaps, seven Chiffchaffs,

200 Chaffinches, 30 Greenfinches, 14 Siskins

and 12 Goldfinches were also seen. 3rd November
produced up to three Great Northern Divers,

12,500 Kittiwakes, 2870 auks (mainly Razorbills),

a Little Gull, three Manx Shearwaters and three
Golden Plovers. 4th saw 1050 Kittiwakes, 2300 auks
(80% Razorbills, 20% Guillemots), 105 Black-headed
Gulls, two Manx Shearwaters, a Little Gull and

a Great Northern Diver logged, along with

4500 Starlings flying in off the sea. A Woodcock and
six Goldcrests were in the Plantation.

Wave of migrants for bonfire night

Bonfire night saw the wind drop briefly, which opened
the floodgates for migrants to surge through. Finches
moving south included 320 Chaffinches, 25 Siskins,
47 Greenfinches, 25 Goldfinches, nine Bramblings
and a Redpoll and a male Bullfinch was discovered
at Ty Pellaf. A lot of thrushes had arrived overnight,
with 70 Blackbirds, 45 Redwings, 35 Song Thrushes,
six Fieldfares and three Mistle Thrushes seen. A flock
of 250 Woodpigeons high over the island attracted
the attention of the Peregrines and 38 Woodpigeons
were in the Plantation. Five new Black Redstarts
arrived, bringing the total to seven, and a Great Skua
and a Mediterranean Gull passed the West Coast.
On 7th a Little Auk was seen briefly in Henllwyn

and a Manx Shearwater, 12 Common Gulls, 13
Skylarks and a Red-throated Diver passed the island.
Five Merlins, two Black Redstarts, 700 Starlings,

30 Blackbirds, 24 Redwings, six Song Thrushes,

50 Chaffinches, 43 Greenfinches, eight Goldfinches,
three Bramblings and three Redpolls were also seen.
On 8th a Whooper Swan flew north up the West
Coast, a very late Wheatear was on the Mountain,
182 Woodpigeons flew over and five Black Redstarts
and three Woodcocks were seen. 400 Starlings,

140 Chaffinches, 25 Greenfinches, nine Goldfinches,
a Brambling, a Siskin, 40 Blackbirds and 20 Song
Thrushes were also present.

Mist nets produce surprising catch

9th November was calm, bringing a good late
autumn movement. A Woodlark and two Lapland

Wryneck © Steve Stansfield

Buntings were with 40 Skylarks in the arable fields
and 25 Reed Buntings flew south. Mist netting at
Cristin produced a Black Redstart, two Bullfinches,
a Brambling, a Woodpigeon and, surprisingly, a
Wryneck. Four Red-breasted Mergansers and three
more Bullfinches were seen. Other migrants seen
included 3000 Starlings, 100 Chaffinches, 20
Greenfinches, 15 Goldfinches, 15 Linnets, three
Redpolls, 10 Bramblings, four Siskins, 165
Woodpigeons, 60 Blackbirds, 25 Redwings, seven
Song Thrushes and two Mistle Thrushes. Five
Lapwings, two Mediterranean Gulls, a Woodcock
and three more Black Redstarts were also seen.

Siberian visitor in back garden

On 10th the Wryneck was still near Cristin and

a strikingly pale Chiffchaff was seen in the back
garden. It was clearly not a ‘normal’ Chiffchaff and,
when trapped, it was confirmed as a Siberian
Chiffchaff. Also present were four Chiffchaffs,

ten Blackcaps, a Firecrest, three Black Redstarts,
25 Skylarks, 80 Redwings, 40 Blackbirds, 20 Song
Thrushes, a Bullfinch, 40 Chaffinches, ten
Greenfinches, ten Goldfinches and a Brambling.
11th saw a late Swallow flying north, a Yellowhammer

Black Redstart
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BBFO team 2009 leave the island  © Jim Lennon

briefly at Nant, 39 Jackdaws, ten Teals, 39
Woodpigeons and the Siberian Chiffchaff remained
at Cristin. Finch passage comprised 80 Chaffinches,
30 Greenfinches, 26 Linnets, four Bramblings, three
Redpolls, three Goldfinches and two Siskins, while

a Bullfinch remained. 1000 Starlings flew south,

a Great Northern Diver flew past the North End and

a Woodcock, a Lapwing, 30 Blackbirds, 20 Redwings,
eight Song Thrushes and eight Fieldfares were noted.

As things quietened down, two Little Egrets flew north
on 16th. 17th produced a Snow Bunting, seven
Goldcrests and 800 Auks (mostly Razorbills),

400 Kittiwakes and 25 Black-headed Gulls at sea.
The 20th saw a Hen Harrier quartering the lowlands
and three Bramblings visited the bird feeders. On
22nd an interesting pipit feeding in Solfach with 20
Rock Pipits was either a Water Pipit or a Scandinavian
Rock Pipit. 150 Kittiwakes and two Little Gulls were
seen. On 24th a Barn Owl was roosting at Carreg
Fawr, a late Manx Shearwater flew south and

320 Kittiwakes and three Little Gulls were seen.

On 25th four Little Gulls and a first winter Arctic

Tern were in Solfach, the latter being the latest
record for the island by two weeks and it remained

on the island to early December.

Steve, Emma and Connor, Rich E and Rich B left the
island on 26th November, leaving Ben Porter at Ty
Pellaf and Jim and Elaine Lennon at the Observatory
to continue the birding over winter. With two new
species for the island’s list (Black Kite and Glossy
Ibis), the second Paddyfield Warbler in two years, yet
another Subalpine Warbler and several other
scarcities, autumn 2009 was as gripping as ever.
Thanks to Richard Else for allowing me to use his
notes from Bardsey Wildlife as the basis of this review.

Steve Stansfield

Wintering in the Obs.
- the first four months

Jim and | have been visiting Bardsey since the
late 1980s, almost our family’s ‘home from
home’. So, when in late 2008, Jim’s early
retirement offered us the possibility of realising
a long held dream of living on the island we
started to make plans. With tremendous help
from both the BBFO staff and officers and the
Bardsey Island Trust, and a great deal of
homework by Jim, our dream was made real on
17 October 2009.

We crossed the Sound on Benlli lll, on a glorious,
calm day, laden down with not only a great deal of
food and household goods, but also the necessities
of modern life such as computers. We were
planning to occupy ourselves doing various
voluntary and conservation tasks, both around the
Obs and on the island. Therefore, we carried with us
a great deal of timber, tools and a small hardware
shops worth of bolts, nails and screws.

Our first home was Plas Lloft; we were unable to
unpack many of our 50 plus boxes and tubs so it felt
a bit as if we were still in transit, and | suppose we
were because two weeks later, once all the visitors
had left for the winter, we moved up the track into
Cristin, our home until March. We soon filled all the
available shelf space in the pantry and started work
on our winter tasks.

Battling with wind and plywood
Jim wanted to bird watch and ring in Solfach in

Hide at Solfach © Elaine Lennon
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comfort, so our first task was to rebuild the beach
hide so that we could use it over the winter. The
weather had changed since our arrival so we were
battling with the wind, leading to some fun moments
on the beach handling large sheets of plywood as we
measured, cut and fixed them to the existing
structure. However, the hide was soon completed

and has been in good use since and we caught some

Chough at the first real attempt! They were a pair
from Aberdaron that have been together since 2001.

By the end of November the Obs staff had left for
their winter break, leaving us in charge of Cristin.

In the interim Jim, especially, had learnt the ins and
outs of keeping the generator happy and running,
changing the various gas bottles and, of course,
waste disposal! His morning chores are a round trip
ensuring everything’s either topped up or emptied.
We moved a bit of furniture around, laid a few rugs
down to keep the chill at bay and made the house as
cosy as possible for the winter.

Withies get haircuts

Since then we have kept busy; Jim has been helping
Steve from the farm to do some fencing around the
island, we have been removing redundant fencing
from Nant plantation, data checking the recently
computerised bird logs from the 1950s onwards,
giving quite a few trees at Cristin and in the withies
a much needed haircut and then shredding the
trimmings. We are currently tidying the workshop and
renovating and making new bird bags to be used

by the ringers at the Lighthouse.

So lucky to be here

Christmas was very special - even though we missed
our family and friends very much — we realise how
lucky we are to be here on this island at a season
when very few other people experience it. We have
been very fortunate that our children have been so
supportive of our adventure and have helped in so
many ways; you would be surprised how, even after
so much planning, we still had forgotten to bring vital
bits and bobs, so there is often a parcel from home
awaiting a boat to come across to the island.
Shopping from the Spar store in Aberdaron has been
especially welcome, and we could not have lived this
life without tremendous support from all the Evans

& Roberts families, the Porters at Ty Pellaf and Emyr
at Ty Bach.

Elaine and Jim celebrate Christmas on Bardsey

Mountains looming like icebergs

There are downsides; we missed the snow! But we
did not miss the cold and, believe me, it has been
cold. However, we have had so many great
experiences; the snow clad Wicklow Mountains
looming like icebergs in the Irish Sea, beautiful
clouds, sunsets and rainbows, watching over

30 Chough on the beach, bonfire night on Henllwyn,
fields full of Lapwing, Golden Plover and thrushes
trying to find respite on the island, and failing in the
case of the Lapwing, when the rest of the UK was
suffering in the freeze, learning how to make
willow baskets and some amazing star filled skies
on frosty nights.

So, as | write this, we still have four more months

of island life and still plenty more we want to do. We
will tell you what we got up to next time. In the
meantime pay our blog a visit: http://
lennonsonbardsey.blogspot.com/.

Elaine Lennon

Chough caught to ring  © Elaine Lennon
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Secretary’s Bit - January 2010

Hello everyone. May | firstly wish everyone
a very Happy New Year and thank you all for
your continued support of the Bardsey Bird
and Field Observatory.

A meeting of Council was held at the Haling Dene
Centre, Penkridge in Staffordshire on Saturday 5
December, 2009 with good attendance. Ann Owen
Vaughan, Ann West, Gwen Newton, Peter Howlett
and Simon Hugheston-Roberts were elected as
co-opted Members for 2010 and Jo Jones was
appointed as Newsletter Editor. Jo has requested
that any person having recollections of good times
at the Obs., interesting facts relating to Bardsey,
its history, people and wildlife, stories or poems,
should send these to her for use in the ‘Beacon’.
Her address is at the back of the Beacon.

Library refit

The refit of the library is complete with cash
donations being received from Manchester
Ornithological Society and others towards the
purchase of new books. Thanks also go to Ann Owen
Vaughan for organising a ‘Diary’ Raffle, which raised
£108 towards this Library project. Many thanks to all
others who have contributed to this project.

The review of the ‘Constitution and Rules’ for the
Observatory is progressing, with a draft being
prepared ready for discussion, amendments if
necessary, presentation and approval, at the next
meeting of Council in February. A final draft will
hopefully be ready for circulation to the membership
before presentation at the 2010 Annual General
Meeting in July.

Volunteers contribute greatly

The Treasurer submitted her account summary to
date, stating that the work carried out by volunteers
had contributed greatly to keeping the costs of
maintenance work at the Observatory down. It was
agreed that our Assistant warden, Richard Brown,
would be paid for work done off of the island over
the winter period. Alicia, our Bookings Secretary,
said that bookings for this year to date were 68 visitor
weeks. No adverse comment has been made
regarding the increases in visitor fees. Three

crossings had been delayed during the season
due to bad weather.

Annual Report of high quality

The 2008 Annual Report was complete and ready
for circulation to all members. This edition was
available at the Council Meeting and received high
praise for both presentation and content. Well done
to all involved.

Winter volunteers

Jim and Elaine Lennon, long standing supporters of
the Observatory, are spending the winter in ‘Cristin’
as ‘volunteers’ and are reported to be having a great
time. Along with Ben Porter, they are continuing to
monitor the birds and other wildlife, undertaking
maintenance projects and keeping the Obs. warm
and | am sure, dryer as a result. Their overwinter stay
at the Obs. is being monitored by our Warden,
Council and the Bardsey Island Trust towards
possibly making such overwintering facilities
available to others.

Our Warden, Steve, Emma his lady wife and son
Connor, along with our two Assistant Wardens, are
to be thanked (again) for making all visitors to ‘Cristin
throughout the last season, very welcome and for all
their efforts in support of the aims and objectives of
the Observatory.

Mike West

Enclosed with this newsletter
is an invitation to all members to
the Annual General Meeting 2010
which will be held on
Saturday 3rd July 2010
at the Marine Hotel, Criccieth (North Wales)
starting at 2:30p.m.

This will be followed by a talk
by Alan Davies and Ruth Miller:

‘The biggest twitch’
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Early years at the Observatory

In the first of two articles, Martin Richards remembers life before the generator

| first went to Enlli for a September week in 1955,  having heard of the Observatory from friends in
Bangor where | then lived. This was the second full season for the Observatory, with Roy Thearle in
residence as Warden. | crossed with Wil Evansinth e Benelli. Also staying at the Obs was Richard
Fitter and his family who took me, as a very undome  sticated teenager, under their wing and fed me
cooked meals . | was a little in awe of Richard, as an author of o ne of the New Naturalist volumes
(London Natural History) | had grown up with.

From the birding point of view it was a very quiet week for migrants. | remember hearing a lot of the
foghorn. Mist nets did not reach the Island until 1957. So it was a matter of doing the rounds of the
Heligolands: Cristin (always the most successful), the Outcrop, up above the garden and the Lane which
filled the abandoned lane below Cristin. The trap in the Plas withy was constructed the following spring (by
Peter Driver and his party from Cheltenham Grammar School, | think). In addition to the Heligolands there
were an assortment of other traps around the Island. | spent some of my time with clap nets in Solfach
happily, but not very successfully, trying to catch Starlings, wagtails, pipits or the occasional Turnstone.

Grandly named ringing room

Bagged birds were carried back to the newly constructed ringing room at the far end of the school, now
grandly renamed, The Laboratory. Though the school had been closed for a number of years much of the
school equipment and furniture remained. On the walls were framed prize winners’ certificates for
attendance (hard to avoid school in a small island community!). And there was a pianola with a cupboard
full of rolls to play. | remember liking the March of the Toreador from Carmen.

Lighthouse radio used to compare news of attraction S

The Observatory had one of the Cristin houses (Cristin Isaf). Cristin Uchaf next door had been the home of
Alan Till, his wife (who did much botanical recording on the Island) and their children (the “Cristin children”
of the well known painting by Brenda Chamberlain). Alan, a Trinity Keeper, had played a major role in
establishing the Observatory and was the first (honorary) Warden. He had previously been stationed on
Skokholm and | think had learned much about birds and bird observatory work from Peter Conder who had
been Warden there. As a Keeper, Alan had been well placed to observe and ring birds at the lighthouse.
After nights of big attractions he would use the

lighthouse radio to compare notes with other

Welsh and Irish lighthouses. Following his

departure from the Island to a shore station, the

Observatory took over the lease of the second

Cristin house.

Nant fields out of bounds

Though on my first visit there was little by way
of ornithological excitement (though | did ring my
first bird), | was completely taken by the Island.

| did several circuits of the Island in both
directions, climbed the mountain and followed

the stream down through the withies. However, Landi he Gl na Puffins. Includ

. . L anding on the Gwyllans to ring Puffins. Includes
the north west fields remained an intriguing Reg Arthur, Eddie Roberts, Martin R, Wil Evansint  he
mystery. The Nant lands were out of bounds —  Benelli. and Susan Cowdy with mist nets .
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there was a map in Cristin’s dining room with crucial
no-go areas coloured in red. Though later | learnt
from Guto (Griffiths) that there was no reason not to
explore those fields on post days when his father,
Twm, was on the mainland.

Island routine

There were four farm tenancies on the Island. The
Evans (Wil, Nellie, Jane and Ernest) at Ty Pellaf,
Griffiths (Twm, Brenda and Guto) at Nant, Eddie
Roberts (who was to marry Jane Evans in 1958) and
Brenda Chamberlain and Jean Van der Byl ( ‘the
Frenchman’) at Carreg Fawr (their tenancy included
Carreg Bach, and a few years later | sublet this from
Brenda). | began to meet the islanders. There was a
daily rota at the Obs which included going to Ty
Pellaf to collect milk and eggs for the Obs staff and
visitors. Nellie or Jane would milk outside, often in the
fields below Cristin taking the milk back to the dairy at
Ty Pellaf. | can remember spending a couple of
evenings at Carreg with Brenda and Jean. Jean, was
a great, and often very funny story teller: with many
stories of the complications of Island life and what |
suspected were rather romanticised accounts of
encounters with poaching Breton fishermen and
emptying or removing their pots and playing cricket
on Carreg yr Honwy.

No knowing if boat was coming
After that first visit | had to wait until the following
Easter school holidays before | could return to Enlli.
| then experienced my first delayed

crossing and the first of many nights |

would subsequently spend waiting,

sleeping in the fishermen'’s store at

Porth. If the sea was calm(ish), Wil

would anchor the Benelli off the beach

at Aberdaron, otherwise it was Porth

and the long walk round by the cliff

path carrying the stores. There was

no direct communication with the

island (the lighthouse radio was only

used for emergencies).

So the only way you knew the boat

was coming was when you saw it

approaching. So much listening to

shipping forecasts and trying to guess

when they would cross from the tide

times. From further afield you could
ring the Aberdaron Post Office

Loading cattle, Nelllie and Jane Evans, Eddie J?, E

(a memorable number, Aberdaron 1). But usually you
only got a very gloomy account of the state of the
sea. By current standards, crossings were very slow,
an hour and a half, and often wet. On arrival in the
Cafn there was the pulling up of boats (clinker built
and heavy) above the tide line. And then the walk up
to Cristin with all your “stuff”. But in 1956 or 1957
there was the innovation of a hand trolley on which
stores and luggage would be pulled and pushed up
the track.

Log taken using scientific names only

In 1956, a new warden, Reg Arthur, was appointed.
Reg was a great teacher and | learnt much about
birding from him. He would always demand detailed
descriptions of unusual birds — even from the most
experienced of observers. At times he would conduct
call-over using only the scientific names of birds (and
butterflies). | can still recite the Latin names of most
of the birds on the Bardsey list. That Easter |
discovered the joys of shearwatering. We called them
flungewaters — don’t know why, Willy Workman'’s
name | think. Shearwatering became a bit of a
competitive sport among the assistant wardens and
younger generation of visitors. Health and Safety
were yet to come and we thought nothing of catching
birds in the dense colonies on the East Side on wet
and windy nights to inflate our person bests.

Martin Richards

rnest and Wil Evans
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The Assistant Warden’s delights

“But how does the, erm, your, erm, business...
I mean what happens when the bucket is full?”
It's New Year's Day 2010 and my sister’'s
soon-to-be mother-in-law is grappling with the
logistics of an inanimate toilet bucket somehow
emptying itself.

“I take care of that,” | say.

“But how do you get everything to work when you
don’t have electricity?” It seems my response
conjured up an image which needed quickly
dispelling with a different question.

“We have a generator for the evening.” | resist the
temptation to expand on my least enviable task on
Bardsey. | fail to mention what happens when people
use the facilities when the bucket is away for
emptying. Or what I'm faced with when a quality bird
has delayed the morning emptying.

What they failed to teach

In the summer of 2003 | graduated from the
University of East Anglia with a first class honours
degree in Ecology. In four years | learnt the
intricacies of how a myriad of variables act to
influence populations and communities. | could then
apply this knowledge to conservation management
or how to operate a sustainable fishery or the study
of our changing planet or agriculture. What they failed
to teach was ‘Sanitary Management 101’ or explain
the best action to take when faced with a mouldy wall
or a rogue mouse terrorising the pantry.

Goes with being hands on

I knew at the start of my career | wanted to be
present for hands-on management and the collection
of data rather than the office-based number
crunching and the politics of policy formation. So,
following the ubiquitous post-university travelling, my
first job in Mauritius gave me the freedom of a jungle
in which to collect data on a critically endangered
bird. It was here that | learnt that to work in remote
areas is also to live there. So there will be spiders in
the long-drop, nocturnal visitations by rats intent on
using your mosquito net as a downhill slalom, and the
ever present risk of bumping into the machete
carrying, cannabis farming, neighbours. Climbing
trees in a forest, where the only entertainment for
bored plantation guards is to shoot tree-dwelling

monkeys, is stressful. But it had to be done - the data
to be collected nested in the trees.

Toilets, mould, drains, next?

So the following year | switched to Welsh islands and
have assisted on Bardsey since spring 2008. But to
work in remote areas is still to make a life there. So
yes, | do empty the toilet buckets. Gloves and a
healthy respect for wind direction and velocity mean
it's not so bad. Yes we do have a wall which grows
mould at a rate akin to a Petri Dish kept in optimum
conditions. But moving the water tanks, fixing the
gutters, digging a drain and a lick of paint will
eventually sort that. Yes there is cleaning to be done
and the generator to service and the plantation grass
to cut and that mouse does seem intent on

a diet similar to my own. And who knows what the
next thing to break will be, probably the cooker,

oh no it was the washroom soak-away.

But then they see the photos
“You're a smart lad, why don’t you get a proper

Rich B. with Fulmar © Steve Stansfield
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job? I mean somewhere with toilets.” Clearly the
toilet conundrum was still an issue.

“And what do you do without a Playstation3”
adds the brother-in-law. Clearly | need to convince
my sister’s soon-to-be family-in-law that | am not
a mental. Thank you Google Images. People always
look impressed when they see photographs
of Bardsey.

So much could be said

| could go on to explain the thrill of exploring the is-
land after a fall of migrants, the amazing sights
and sounds and smells of a busy seabird colony,
or about how the island transforms after dark to a

world visited by thousands of spectral shearwaters.
| could also mention the great visitors and residents
on the island and how our combined efforts contrib-
ute to understanding small island ecology, about
how good it feels to know such a beautiful island

so intimately.

“So do the holiday cottages have flush toilets?”

“No.”

“Oh, | don't think | could live there.”

“If we all loved the same thing there would be a
bloody long queue.”

“We're missing EastEnders.”

“l don’t think | can watch EastEnders.”

Richard Brown

Capturing the image

Over the winter Ben Porter has been providing fabul

the Obs. blog. He describes how he got this magnifi

ous photos for Bardsey wildlife,
cent shot:

The photograph of the Purple Sandpiper that | took
was in Solfach on the 15" of January. | noticed it as
it flew in and landed on a rock. | thought that the
position it was in would be nice for a photograph;
the high tide waves were just lapping at its feet.

| crept up behind a rock very quietly so as not to

Purple Sandpiper at Solfach

frighten it and put the camera on a slow shutter
speed to capture some movement in the water.
Although the lighting was fairly dull the photographs
captured the scene. | took a few shots similar to this
one but this is the one | prefer, | like the way the
bird’s stance balances the shot.

© Ben Porter
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By Kelli
Stansfield

"##$
) )
+ ) )
. "/
% 01 2 34
% &
( ) *
( )
+
! )
)1 2 4
!
12
) 2
! )
! (
#oo~

Send ideas, photos and drawings for this page to me, Jo Jones, Gannets Editor, 70 Newmarket Road,
Burwell, CB25 0OAE, jojonesl4@btinternet.com. Chocolate reward for anything printed!
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Giving up on Bardsey?

Have you ever tried, really hard, to give up someth  ing
and failed? Well, a stay on Bardsey could be whaty  ou
need to help you succeed. It certainly was for us

many moons ago when in 1978 Bob and | were invited

to go on a work party to an island for two weeks wi th
the Staffordshire Conservation Group.

Chain smoked all the way there

We decided that this would also be a great opportunity

to give up the bad habit of smoking since there were no
shops on the island. Consequently we chain-smoked alll
the way from north-west Birmingham to Pwllheli harbour.
As | look back now, our nine year old daughter must have
passively smoked almost as much as us. The last thing
we did before boarding the boat was to ditch the rest of
our cigarettes in the bin. There were two others on the trip
who were also going to give up the noxious weed so we
knew we would have support in our efforts. But the first
thing we discovered when we arrived on the island was
that the other two had a vast supply of cigarettes! Since
we had none we were committed and had to put on a
brave face.

Bardsey wove its magic

It was quite odd really but after just a few hours we had
almost forgotten our anguish at being bereft of smoke.
Bardsey wove its magic over us and the fortnight went all
too quickly, as we were often very busy with working on
Cristin and some of the other properties on the island.
The hardest part was when we returned to the mainland
and the opportunity to buy was there. However, having
been without for two weeks we knew we could manage
and neither of us has ever smoked again (and neither
has our daughter!).

Book yourself a week of respite
Prices are a bargain though some weeks are already full
S0 move soon to book yourself a week of respite from a
bad habit whilst the natural history and calming influence
of the island flows over
you. We have never
regretted it.
| shall look forward to
hearing from you.

Chloe Stansfield Alicia Normand

Contact information

Chairman Patrick Davies
chair@bbfo.org.uk 01253 712886
Secretary Mike West

m.west@sky.com 01922 639931

Dianne Charles
0121 2490490

Treasurer
dianne.charles@tesco.net

Bookings Secretary Alicia Normand
46 Maudlin Drive, Teignmouth, Devon,
TQ14 8SB
stay@bbfo.org.uk

Warden
warden@bbfo.org.uk

01626 773908

Steve Stansfield
07855 264151

Boatman Colin Evans
07971 769895 or 07791 683422

Bardsey Sales Goods Denise Healey
denise.healey@tiscali.co.uk 01785 715137

Copy for July 2010 issue, to
Jo Jones, Beacon Editor
70 Newmarket Road, Burwell, Cambs,
CB25 OAE. jojonesl4@btinternet.com
01638 743131

by Weds 9th June please.
preferably by email.

We welcome your contributions.
Jo, Steve or Patrick are happy to
discuss possible articles with you.

Staying at the Obs.

Prices, including the boat trip are:

1% Week 2" weeks
Adults: £153 £121
Senior/student of
14 years & over: £136 £104
Child 3 — 13 years: £105 £73
Children under 3: Free

There is a single supplement fee of £50 for
any visitor who does not wish to share a room,
if the single room has already been taken.
These single bookings will not be confirmed
until six weeks before the date of the stay to
allow time for multiple use bookings.

Check on the website for bookings taken but
also with me as soon as you know when you
want to go. Some weeks have gone already.

Alicia Normand, Bookings Secretary
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