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Autumn on Bardsey

Autumn began rather early in 2010, while | was
still on holiday in Norfolk. Most of July had been
wet and windy, but a drop in the wind overnight

on 19th resulted in a large fall of migrants.

The South End was teaming with warblers, with at
least 60 Willow Warblers, 25 Grasshopper Warblers
and eight Sedge Warblers counted. A Whinchat was
near the Observatory and six Snipe were in the
lowlands. The first Mediterranean Gull of the autumn
was sat on the sea with 17 Black-headed Gulls and
six Little Egrets flew north. Around 40 Sand Martins
joined the local Swallows hawking the hay fields, nine
Swifts passed through and a Siskin was seen. Three
Common Sandpipers, 11 Redshanks, three
Whimbrels and 52 Curlews were on the coast and 13

Common Scoters flew past at sea. The first Risso’s

Annual General Meeting

IMPORTANT NOTICE: BBFO AGM will be held on
2nd July 2011 at Marine Hotel, Criccieth.
Constitution change: attend if possible
Members are urged to attend to approve a change
in our Constitution, proposed by Council, pending
approval by the Charity Commission, to bring us in
line with current Commission policy. Further details
will follow in the Notice of AGM. The speaker for

the meeting is yet to be confirmed.
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Dolphins of the year (three adults and a calf) were

seen off the South End; an excellent start to autumn.

One of best July arrivals for years

On 23rd calm winds and overcast skies overnight
produced 30 Willow Warblers, a vocal Grasshopper
Warbler, 6 Sedge Warblers and 13 species of wader,
included a Black-tailed Godwit, two Lapwings, a
Sanderling, seven Common Sandpipers, seven
Turnstones, six Dunlins and two Purple Sandpipers.
Seawatching produced a Common Tern, a Sandwich
Tern and 20 Common Scoters, as well as four
Risso's Dolphins. Sunday 25th saw one of the best
July arrivals for some years. with 125 Willow
Warblers, a Melodious Warbler in the Lighthouse
garden, the first Garden Warbler of the autumn,
seven Grasshopper Warblers, 23 Sedge Warblers

and five Blackcaps. A Greenshank was the pick of

the waders. A Great Northern Diver flew north off the

Sanderling
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West Coast, a Sandwich Tern and 15 Common
Scoters were also at sea and 37 Sand Martins

were noted.

August brings more migrants

August began with a Great Spotted Woodpecker on
1st and the first Arctic Skua of the autumn on 2nd.
Bad weather overnight produced a good number of
small migrants on 4th, with 170 Willow Warblers, six
Grasshopper Warblers, a few Sedge Warblers and
two Whitethroats seen, along with a young Cuckoo.
The 8th produced a good day’s birding. Migrant
passerines included three Spotted Flycatchers,

16 Sedge Warblers, 11 Whitethroats, two Garden
Warblers and 18 Willow Warblers. A Swift, 18 Sand
Martins and 110 Swallows passed through and the
Tree Pipit and the Cuckoo were still present from the
previous day. A Great Skua flew over the South End
and the highlight amongst the waders was a Curlew
Sandpiper feeding on Solfach with four Dunlins, five
Ringed Plovers and five Common Sandpipers.

26 Turnstones and 33 Redshanks roosted around
the Narrows and four Whimbrels and 57 Curlews

were seen.

Good seabird watching
A large Manx Shearwater flock off the north end of
the island on 9th contained two Balearic

Shearwaters. On 10th migrants included two Spotted
Flycatchers, 18 Willow Warblers, three Whitethroats,

a Tree Pipit, 19 Wheatears, a Knot, a Lapwing, nine
Ringed Plovers and eight Dunlins. A windier day on
12th brought a good number of seabirds among
thousands of passing Manx Shearwaters. The
highlights were the first Sooty Shearwater of the
year, a Balearic Shearwater and two each of Arctic
and Great Skua, with a Balearic Shearwater on 13th.
Highlight of the day on 14th was a Leather-backed
Turtle that was seen eating a jellyfish in the Sound by
incoming guests onboard Benlli Ill. Three Tree Pipits,
three White Wagtails, a Golden Plover and a

Spotted Flycatcher were also seen.

Sunday 15th was a beautiful calm day. Migrant
landbirds included three Pied Flycatchers, the first
Reed Warbler of the autumn, a Whinchat, four Tree
Pipits, two Grey Wagtails, 40 Willow Warblers, seven
Whitethroats, six Spotted Flycatchers, three
Goldcrests and a Garden Warbler. There was a
diurnal passage of 400 Swallows, 20 House Martins
and two Sand Martins. Three Greenshanks were
around the Narrows. Calm conditions do not normally
result in good seabird passage, so it was surprising
that on 16th the 4000 Manx Shearwaters close
offshore included four Sooty Shearwaters, 12
Sandwich Terns and 15 Common Terns. An Arctic
Skua and a Great Skua were also seen along with

18 Wheatears and a Grey Wagtail. The flat sea was
ideal for watching dolphins and early morning several

pods of Risso’s Dolphins were off the West Coast.

=== Around 50 animals were seen in total, along with

= about a dozen Harbour Porpoises. On 17th 10,000

= ~~ | AGreenshank was briefly on the Narrows and a

Manx Shearwater and Balearlc Shearwater
© Steve Stansfield Kittiwakes were offshore, along with 76 Common

_ Snipe lurked in the lowlands. Tuesday 24th saw fairly

~ strong westerly winds produce good sea passage all

day Amongst the 15,000 Manx Shearwaters were 19

the first Pomarine Skua of the autumn. 3000
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Terns, seven Arctic Terns, 32 Sandwich Terns and
a single Little Tern. 45 Whimbrels flew south at sea
and a Knot and a Sanderling were seen. The 25th
produced 5000 Manx Shearwaters, three Balearic
Shearwaters, two Great Skuas, 16 Common Terns,
15 Sandwich Terns and ten Common Scoters.
Passerines included two Tree Pipits, eight Grey
Wagtails, two Spotted Flycatchers and nine

Willow Warblers.

Autumn in the air

Thursday 26th saw a varied day’s birding. Raptors
included a Merlin, a juvenile Hen Harrier flying south,
three Kestrels and a Sparrowhawk and in the
evening the first Osprey of the year drifted south over
the Mountain. Seawatching produced six Balearic
Shearwaters, a Sooty Shearwater and two apiece of
Arctic and Great Skua. Migrant landbirds included a
Cuckoo, ten Tree Pipits, 20 Wheatears, 25 Willow
Warblers, two Goldcrests, 12 Spotted Flycatchers
and a Pied Flycatcher. 400 Swallows, four House
Martins and three Sand Martins heading south. The
28th actually felt like autumn and with September just
days away we began to get excited. The first Yellow
Wagtail of the autumn was found on the South End,
with four Grey Wagtails on the Narrows and a couple
of Spotted Flycatchers at Nant. A notable 550
Common Terns and 12 Sandwich Terns were logged
heading south during the day with a single Great
Skua. A Grasshopper Warbler was seen and a
Lapland Bunting at the north end of the island was
the earliest ever autumn record on Bardsey by about
three weeks.

The 30th was a glorious sunny day, which produced
a Little Egret over the South End and a Lapland
Bunting. Two Whinchats were in the lowlands and a
Blackcap was at Nant. Diurnal passage included
three Grey Wagtails, two Tree Pipits and over 100
Swallows. The Little Egret was joined by two others
that flew over the Narrows. The last day of the month
was another beautiful day with light easterly winds.

© Ben Porter

Treecreeper adds to year list

A Treecreeper in Cristin Withy was the highlight and
an addition to the island year-list. Two Lapland
Buntings were in the arable fields, a Yellow Wagtail
and a Little Egret were on the Narrows and visible
migration consisted of 200 Swallows, two Sand
Martins and a Tree Pipit. Six Chiffchaffs, six
Goldcrests and five Willow Warblers were at Nant,

a Sanderling was on Solfach and a Great Skua was
seen. Migrant Hawker dragonflies continued to arrive,

with at least five dotted around the island.

September lives up to promise

September began with a Firecrest at Cristin, a
Redstart at Ty Nesaf, two Yellow Wagtails and a
Melodious Warbler at Cristin. With easterly winds
continuing on 2nd at least 3 Lapland Buntings, two
Firecrests, a Great Spotted Woodpecker, a few Tree

Pipits and a Yellow Wagtail were seen. The

© Ben Porter

Migrant Hawker
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Barn Owl at T§ Pellaf

Melodious Warbler at Cristin was trapped and ringed.
The 4th was possibly the best day of the year so far,
the highlight being a juvenile Ortolan Bunting that
showed well near the Limekiln. Two Melodious
Warblers were seen, a new bird in the Observatory
Heligoland Trap and another at Nant. The first
Wryneck of the year was seen briefly, along with two
Firecrests and another Treecreeper. A surprising find
at Cristin was a Barn Owl. Commoner migrants
included a Tree Pipit, three Yellow Wagtails, five
Grey Wagtails, a Whinchat, two Reed Warblers,
three Chiffchaffs, nine Willow Warblers, five
Goldcrests, 12 Spotted Flycatchers and a Pied
Flycatcher. Three Wigeons, two Teal and an

Arctic Skua went by at sea and a Knot was on the
South End.

More rarities pass through

Sunday 5th saw windy conditions and occasional
light showers, with waves of migrant passerines
arriving all day and over 80 bird species recorded in
total. The rarity highlights were an Icterine Warbler in

the Plantation and another new Melodious Warbler at

Cristin. Commoner warblers included 300 Willow
Warblers, 92 Chiffchaffs, 16 Grasshopper Warblers,
13 Whitethroats, nine Sedge Warblers, seven
Goldcrests, four Blackcaps, two Reed Warblers and
the first Lesser Whitethroat of the autumn. Other
migrant passerines included 38 Spotted Flycatchers,
four Pied Flycatchers, ten Yellow Wagtails, 30 White
Wagtails, 130 Meadow Pipits, three Tree Pipits, a
Redstart, a Whinchat and eight Lapland Buntings, as
well as 300 Swallows and 25 House Martins. Migrant
raptors included three Sparrowhawks, two Kestrels,
two Buzzards and a Merlin. Eleven Grey Herons,

12 Wigeons, a Teal and an Arctic Skua went by
offshore and eight Sanderlings, 12 Purple
Sandpipers, a Common Sandpiper, four Snipe,
seven Whimbrels, 60 Curlews and an impressive

141 Turnstones were seen.

The brisk south-easterly wind on 7th produced 20
Willow Warblers, 5 Chiffchaffs, 3 Whitethroats, 3
Spotted Flycatchers and a Garden Warbler at Nant.
Two Melodious Warblers remain in Cristin garden.
The highlight offshore was 3 Black Terns passing
close by, 250 Common Terns, a few Arctic Terns and
2 Arctic Skuas. An Osprey flying south over the
Narrows was the best bird on 8th and the Wryneck
and Icterine Warbler were still present. Seawatching
produced a Black Tern, three Arctic Skuas, three
Great Skuas, a Wigeon, over 100 Common Scoters
and a surprising movement of 53 Golden Plovers.
Passerines included five Yellow Wagtails, two Grey
Wagtails, a Whinchat, 25 Wheatears, a Reed
Warbler, four Whitethroats, 18 Chiffchaffs, 13 Willow
Warblers, a Goldcrest, five Spotted Flycatchers, a
Pied Flycatcher, at least three Treecreepers, three
Siskins and two Lapland Buntings. The 9th saw few
new birds arrive, but the Wryneck, Icterine Warbler
and Pied Flycatcher remained along with the Cuckoo,
two Tree Pipits, three Yellow Wagtails, 25
Wheatears, a Reed Warbler, a Garden Warbler,

17 Chiffchaffs, ten Willow Warblers, three Goldcrests,

two Spotted Flycatchers, two Treecreepers and
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a Lapland Bunting. The first Red-throated Diver of
the autumn, a Black Tern, two Arctic Skuas and

a Wigeon were offshore.

The 10th was another breezy day, suited to
seawatching. The most unusual passage was several
flocks of Bar-tailed Godwits, 97 birds in total.
Seabirds included 300 ‘Commic’ Terns (mainly
Common Terns), 20 Sandwich Terns, one Black
Tern, two Balearic Shearwaters, 11 Arctic Skuas and
a Great Skua. 450 Swallows headed south. Also
seen were eight Knots, three Sanderlings, ten
Dunlins, two Common Sandpipers, 24 Wheatears
and the Cuckoo, which fed on Buff-tip caterpillars at
the Plantation. A small Lighthouse attraction
overnight on 10th produced 24 Bar-tailed Godwits
and four Knots. The 11th produced the first Leach’s
Storm-petrel of the year, seven Balearic
Shearwaters, 344 Common Terns, 11 Sandwich
Terns, one Arctic Tern, 12 Arctic Skuas and four
Great Skuas. The Icterine Warbler and Wryneck
were still present and common migrants included one
Yellow Wagtail, six Grey Wagtails, one Whinchat,

32 Wheatears, two Grasshopper Warblers, two
Blackcaps, 13 Chiffchaffs, 19 Willow Warblers, one
Spotted Flycatcher, one Pied Flycatcher and a
Treecreeper. Two Golden Plovers, five Knots and
four Grey Herons were also seen. On 12th the first
Little Gull of the autumn was seen along with

12 Balearic Shearwaters, nine Arctic Skuas, four
Great Skuas, two Black Terns, 45 Sandwich Terns,
32 Common Terns and an Arctic Tern.
Landbirds included 31 Chiffchaffs, six
Willow Warblers, six Blackcaps, two
Whitethroats, 18 Goldcrests, two Spotted
Flycatchers, a Yellow Wagtail, four Grey
Wagtails, a Whinchat, a Reed Bunting and
a Song Thrush. The 14th produced six
Sooty and 13 Balearic Shearwaters
heading south, along with a Leach’s Storm-
petrel, three Arctic Skuas, five Great
Skuas, two Black Terns, 15 Sandwich

Great Skua

Terns, 11 Arctic Terns, 60 Common Terns and

six Wigeons. The Wryneck was near Ty Pellaf,

a Treecreeper was at Ty Nesaf and four Blackcaps
and seven Goldcrests were counted.

Strong south-westerlys deliver seabirds

Strong south-westerly winds veering to the north-
west can produce the best seawatching conditions
from Bardsey and, with just such weather predicted,
an early start was made in the North Hide on 15th.
The day turned out to be the best day of the year for
seabird passage. Leach’s Storm-petrels passed
close by all day, with 72 seen by the evening. Skua
passage produced 39 Great Skuas, 29 Arctic Skuas,
three juvenile Long-tailed Skuas and a juvenile and
adult Pomarine Skua. A sizeable movement of terns
and small gulls included two Sabine’s Gulls, two
Little Gulls and six Black Terns, amongst 700
Kittiwakes, 740 Common Terns, five Arctic Terns and
62 Sandwich Terns. 26 Balearic Shearwaters and

11 Sooty Shearwaters were among 756 Manx
Shearwaters and 63 Fulmars, two Red-throated
Divers flew by and a Grey Phalarope was seen
briefly late afternoon. Other birds included 450
Gannets, 15 Common Scoters, two Wigeons, a
Tufted Duck (a real island rarity), two Black-tailed
Godwits, ten Sanderlings, five Golden Plovers and

a Puffin. Elsewhere, a Common Rosefinch was found
near the Chapel, the Wryneck was seen again and a

Barn Owl was discovered after dark.

© Steve Stansfield
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Siskin

© Rich Brown

Seawatching on 16th seemed quieter, but still
produced four Sabine’s Gulls feeding with the
Kittiwakes, six Leach’s Storm-petrels, five Pomarine
Skuas, seven Arctic Skuas, 14 Great Skuas and
nine Balearic Shearwaters. Terns were moving
south, with 134 Common Terns, 36 Sandwich Terns,
one Black Tern and an accompanying Little Guill
seen. An early Ring Ouzel was on the mountainside,
the first Water Rail of the autumn was seen and a
Firecrest was at Cristin. The Common Rosefinch,
Wryneck and Barn Owl were still present, while
counts of commoner migrants included 20
Goldcrests, 21 Chiffchaffs, five Willow Warblers,

11 Blackcaps and four Grey Wagtails.

After a few quiet days the 21st saw a Quail flushed
from the South End. At least seven Lapland Buntings
were seen and a good southward passage of 58
Grey Wagtails was noted during the morning. Other
land birds included a Redstart, a Whinchat, a Yellow
Wagtail, 26 White Wagtails, a Garden Warbler, four
Blackcaps, 16 Chiffchaffs, three Willow Warblers and
15 Goldcrests. On 23rd yet another Melodious
Warbler was at Cristin and found its way into the
Heligoland Trap. Seven Lapland Buntings and the
Common Rosefinch were present and four Crossbills
arrived at the Plantation. 16 Black Terns were the
highlight offshore, but a Mediterranean Gull, a Little
Gull, 80 Black-headed Gulls, 70 ‘Commic’ Terns, 50
Sandwich Terns, four Arctic Skuas and two Great
Skuas were also seen. Migrant landbirds numbered

245 Meadow Pipits, one Tree Pipit, 17 House

Martins, a Yellow Wagtail, seven Grey Wagtails,

12 Wheatears, two Grasshopper Warblers, one Reed
Warbler, one Whitethroat, three Blackcaps, ten
Chiffchaffs, three Willow Warblers, eight Goldcrests,
four Spotted Flycatchers and 34 Chaffinches.
Raptors included a Merlin, three Sparrowhawks

and three Kestrels.

A Hobby on the South End on 24th was bird of the
day, but at least four Greylag Geese overhead was
an uncommon occurrence. The following day was
calm and produced good visible migration, with

57 Skylarks, 22 Grey Wagtails, a Yellow Wagtail and
a Tree Pipit heading south with the Meadow Pipits.
The first Short-eared Owl of the autumn was on the
South End early morning and a Yellowhammer, two
Firecrests, a Great Spotted Woodpecker and a
Water Rail were seen. Counts of other passerines
included 13 Wheatears, one Reed Warbler, three
Blackcaps, five Chiffchaffs, a Willow Warbler,

17 Goldcrests, a Reed Bunting, six Lapland Buntings,
32 Goldfinches, six Siskins and 140 Chaffinches.

48 Common Scoters and five Mediterranean Gulls

were the highlights at sea.

The 27th produced two Lapland Buntings, a Tree
Pipit, eight Grey Wagtails, 100 Swallows, eight
House Martins and a Sand Martin. A Treecreeper
was at Cristin, three Great Tits, two Blue Tits, 70

Chaffinches, 22 Goldfinches and four Siskins were

Pink-barred Sallow, one of many moth species
trapped during the autumn © Rich Else
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around and warblers included the lingering Melodious
Warbler, a Reed Warbler, five Chiffchaffs, two Willow
Warblers and 13 Goldcrests. Two Redwings and
three Song Thrushes were at Nant. The 28th was
enlivened only by 12 Crossbills that paid a brief visit

to the Plantation.

October brings first Yellow-browed Warbler
October was quiet until 4th, when a gentle southerly
breeze provided good visible landbird migration.
Skylarks were the most numerous species, with a
total of 260 passing through during the morning, but
197 Meadow Pipits, three Tree Pipits, five Grey
Wagtails, one Yellow Wagtail, 128 Chaffinches, 24
Goldfinches, 11 Siskins, seven Greenfinches and six
Reed Buntings were noted. The first Yellow-browed
Warbler of the autumn was found at Ty Pellaf (with
another at Cristin), along with a House Sparrow and
a Pied Flycatcher and a Long-eared Owl roosted
behind Cristin. Other landbirds included six
Wheatears, a Grasshopper Warbler, seven
Chiffchaffs, nine Goldcrests, 11 Great Tits and six
Blue Tits. A Red-throated Diver flew by at sea and
the Melodious Warbler, on its twelfth day on the

island, was re-trapped at the Observatory.

Skuas offshore

The highlight on 5th was an unexpected passage of
skuas, with a juvenile Long-tailed Skua, four Arctic
Skuas and twelve Great Skuas offshore during calm
weather. Three Water Rails were in the withies, the
Knot was still present and a Yellow Wagtail, two
Blackcaps, 14 Goldcrests and 13 Great Tits were the
passerine highlights. A Grey Plover was attracted to
the Lighthouse overnight and on 6th a seawatch
produced a Great Northern Diver, two Red-throated
Divers and two Mediterranean Gulls. Relentless
strong wind made it difficult to locate passerines, but
a Yellow-browed Warbler was at Nant and two
Blackcaps, four Chiffchaffs, nine Goldcrests, 16 Blue
Tits, 13 Great Tits, seven Siskins and three Reed

Buntings were seen. The 7th saw the first Richard’s

© st

&

Yellow-browed Warbler eveA étansfield

Pipit of the autumn along with 39 Skylarks, a Tree
Pipit, three Grey Wagtails and 20 Swallows. A Great
Skua sat in the North West Fields, providing a rare
opportunity to see this species on the ground. A large
feeding flock of Kittiwakes and Black-headed Gulls
contained a juvenile Sabine’s Gull, two Little Gulls,

seven Mediterranean Gulls and an Arctic Tern.

An extraordinary arrival of some 80 Great Tits and
35 Blue Tits took place in the morning, the Yellow-
browed Warbler was still at Nant and seven
Wheatears, four Blackcaps, four Chiffchaffs, 11
Goldcrests, 11 Siskins and a Lapland Bunting were
also logged. A Golden Plover and a Knot flew south
and a Red-throated Diver passed by at sea.

Friday 8th October saw 37 Lapland Buntings passing
through in the morning; an exceptional count by
Bardsey’s standards. The continuing mass arrival of
tits was also unusual, with 74 Great Tits and 66 Blue
Tits counted. Other landbirds included four Swallows,
four Grey Wagtails, 11 Wheatears, three Blackcaps,
six Chiffchaffs, 11 Goldcrests, one Spotted
Flycatcher, one Pied Flycatcher, 46 Starlings, 58
Chaffinches, nine Siskins and six Reed Buntings.
The offshore gull flock contained eight Mediterranean
Gulls and six Common Gulls, a pair of Wigeons and
23 Common Scoters passed by and waders included

a Golden Plover and three Snipes.

A flock of seven Eiders flying south off the West

Coast was the most unusual sighting on 9th, but a
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Hen Harrier drifted along the mountainside, a Great
Northern Diver flew by and a Great Spotted
Woodpecker was at the Plantation. Other small
migrants included a Reed Warbler, a Whinchat,

two Pied Flycatchers, two Spotted Flycatchers, a
Ring Ouzel and six Lapland Buntings, as well as

12 Swallows, six Song Thrushes, six Blackcaps, ten
Chiffchaffs, a Willow Warbler, nine Goldcrests, nine
Blue Tits, 22 Great Tits, 68 Starlings, 70 Chaffinches,
15 Siskins and 29 Goldfinches. A Common
Sandpiper was the best of the waders and 19
Mediterranean Gulls, 19 Common Scoters and

a Great Skua were offshore.

Season continues well

A small arrival of birds took place on 10th, included a
Yellow-browed Warbler, three Firecrests, eight Ring
QOuzels and a Brambling. The first Snow Bunting of
the year was on the summit of the Mountain, a Mistle
Thrush flew over Nant and eight Eiders passed Pen
Cristin. Other passerines included 43 Skylarks, nine
Swallows, two Tree Pipits, 16 Song Thrushes, 11
Redwings, a Reed Warbler, 12 Blackcaps, 19
Chiffchaffs, 16 Goldcrests, 21 Blue Tits, six Coal Tits,
11 Great Tits, two Spotted Flycatchers, two Pied
Flycatchers, 140 Starlings, 140 Chaffinches, nine
Siskins, 29 Goldfinches, two Lapland Buntings and
eight Reed Buntings. A Comma butterfly found at

Hen Harrier

© Ben Porter

Cristin was only the fifth ever record for Bardsey.

An arrival of thrushes on 11th consisted of 54
Blackbirds, 37 Redwings, 35 Song Thrushes, five
Ring Ouzels, two Mistle Thrushes and the first three
Fieldfares of the autumn. Small migrants numbered
58 Skylarks, three House Martins, two Tree Pipits,

a Whinchat, 12 Wheatears, a Reed Warbler, a
Whitethroat, 27 Blackcaps, 41 Chiffchaffs, two Willow
Warblers, 34 Goldcrests, 20 Blue Tits, nine Coal Tits,
12 Great Tits, a Spotted Flycatcher, two Pied
Flycatchers, 195 Starlings and four Reed Buntings.
Finch passage comprised 228 Chaffinches, two
Bramblings, 25 Greenfinches, 12 Siskins and 71
Goldfinches. Four Sparrowhawks, six Buzzards, five
Kestrels and two Merlins were seen, along with two
Water Rails, two Mediterranean Gulls, a Little Gull,
32 Common Gulls, a Great Spotted Woodpecker
and the Barn Owil.

More good weather makes for good viewing

A calm and cloudless day on 12th produced the first
Twite and Black Redstart of the autumn. A Hen
Harrier quartered the mountainside and two Snow
Buntings were on the South End. Thrushes and
finches continued to arrive, with totals of 39
Blackbirds, one Ring Ouzel, one Fieldfare, 51 Song
Thrushes, 37 Redwings, four Mistle Thrushes,

140 Chaffinches, four Bramblings, 41 Greenfinches,
42 Siskins, 45 Goldfinches and

22 Redpolls. Goldcrests numbers
increased to 66, while other
passerines included 216 Skylarks,

a Tree Pipit, a Whinchat,

11 Wheatears, a Reed Warbler,

a Whitethroat, nine Blackcaps,

15 Chiffchaffs, two Willow Warblers,
11 Blue Tits, eight Great Tits and
278 Starlings. Eight Snipe were in the
lowlands and a Wigeon, five
Mediterranean Gulls, two Little Gulls
and a Sandwich Tern passed at sea.
With the light north-easterly wind and
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clear skies continuing on 13th, a Garden Warbler,
a Redstart and a Reed Warbler arrived and six Long-

tailed Tits appeared around Nant.

On 14th the continuing calm weather produced
significant diurnal passage, with 1768 Chaffinches,
four Bramblings, 21 Greenfinches, 47 Siskins, 70
Goldfinches, 17 Redpolls and 1710 Starlings passing
overhead. Thrushes continued to arrive, with 165
Redwings, 32 Song Thrushes, 24 Blackbirds and 13
Fieldfares logged. The first Jack Snipe of the autumn
was on the mountainside and a drake Pochard (quite
a rarity in Bardsey terms) joined the Mallards near
Solfach. 14 Mediterranean Gulls were offshore and
other migrants included a Grey Wagtail, a White
Wagtail, a Whinchat, five Blackcaps, five Chiffchaffs,
a Willow Warbler, 25 Goldcrests, a Long-tailed Tit
and two Reed Buntings. The highlight of 16th was a
Yellow-browed Warbler sharing the apple tree at Ty
Pellaf with the Ring-necked Parakeet, although 32
Goldcrests, 16 Chiffchaffs, 1 Willow Warbler and 6

Blackcaps were also seen.

The 16th was quiet, but on 17th there was much
activity, with flocks of finches busily and noisily piling
into the Plantation and the surrounding gardens.

At least 20 Bramblings, 113 Chaffinches, 104
Goldfinches, 50 Redpolls, 19 Siskins, 12
Greenfinches and the first Bullfinch of the autumn
were logged. A House Sparrow was at Ty Pellaf and
a Little Egret flew down the West Coast. A Red-
throated Diver, ten Wigeons and two Mediterranean
Gulls were the highlights of sea passage and five
Sparrowhawks, three Kestrels, two Merlins and a
Buzzard were recorded. Counts of passerines
included 220 Jackdaws circling over the sea, eight
Rooks, 289 Starlings, 24 Skylarks, four Grey
Wagtails, 35 Blackbirds, five Fieldfares, 18 Song
Thrushes, 19 Redwings, one Mistle Thrush, six
Chiffchaffs, 22 Goldcrests, five Blue Tits and four
Great Tits. The 19th produced a flock of three Velvet
Scoters flying past the north end of the island; the

fifteenth record for Bardsey. A Leach’s Storm-petrel,
an adult Pomarine Skua, four Great Skuas, two Great
Northern Divers, two Red-throated Divers, a Sooty
Shearwater, six Teals and eight Common Scoters
also passed offshore and a group of five Whooper
Swans headed west out to sea. A Hooded Crow flew
north, six Golden Plovers and the first Woodcock of
the autumn were seen and two Snow Buntings were

on the maritime heath near the North Hide.

A chilly day of northerly winds on 20th produced
more scarce wildfowl, with a flock of eight Scaup
flying close past the North Hide, followed by a White-
fronted Goose, and a Red-breasted Merganser was
swimming in Henllwyn in the afternoon. A Twite was
on the Narrows, a House Sparrow briefly visited the
Observatory garden, a Lapland Bunting flew

overhead and the two Snow Buntings were still
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© Ben Porter

Snow Bunting

present. Birds of prey included a Hen Harrier, two
Merlins, three Sparrowhawks and three Kestrels.

An adult Pomarine Skua and a Little Gull flew past
the West Coast and passerines included 38 Skylarks,
two Swallows, a Grey Wagtail, a Mistle Thrush,
seven Chiffchaffs, eight Goldcrests, eight Blue Tits,
four Great Tits, 322 Starlings, 76 Chaffinches,

28 Bramblings, 42 Greenfinches, 22 Siskins, 30
Goldfinches, 29 Redpolls and seven Reed Buntings.
Another very quiet day on 21st was livened up briefly
when an adult Bonaparte’s Gull flew south past the
West Coast and 13 Little Gulls, 13 Mediterranean

Gulls, a Pomarine Skua and a Red-throated Diver
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were also seen. Eight Blackcaps, a Woodcock, 35
Skylarks, a Fieldfare, two Chiffchaffs, 12 Goldcrests
and a Brambling were noted. The 24th was calm,
producing two Short-eared Owls, three House
Sparrows at Ty Pellaf, a Hooded Crow, six Ring
Ouzels and two Yellowhammers. Good thrush and
finch passage produced 155 Fieldfares, 46
Redwings, 22 Song Thrushes, 20 Blackbirds, two
Mistle Thrushes, 800 Chaffinches, 75 Bramblings, 25
Siskins, 20 Greenfinches, nine Goldfinches and eight
Redpolls. Corvids were also on the move, with 350
Jackdaws circling high above the island. 12 Long-
tailed Tits appeared at Cristin and another influx of
Great Tits took the total on the island to 27. Other
small migrants included 40 Skylarks, a Grey Wagtail,
a Wheatear, a Blackcap, six Chiffchaffs (one of which
appeared to be of an eastern subspecies), eight
Goldcrests, 400 Starlings, three Lapland Buntings,
four Reed Buntings and the same two Snow
Buntings. A Woodcock, three Merlins, a Water Rail,
three Mediterranean Gulls and two Little Gulls were
also seen.

Late flush of birds before autumn ends

The 25th was another sunny morning, but the most
notable sightings were two Treecreepers, four
Bullfinches, a late Puffin and four Lapland Buntings.
The eastern Chiffchaff at Ty Pellaf eventually
identified itself as a tristis by making Bullfinch-like
calls. Migrant counts included 71 Skylarks, 20
Blackbirds, 26 Fieldfares, 15 Song Thrushes,
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35 Redwings, nine Goldcrests, six Blue Tits, 11 Great
Tits, 80 Chaffinches, 45 Bramblings, 15
Greenfinches, eight Siskins, eight Goldfinches and
two Reed Buntings. A flock of Jackdaws contained
460 birds and 306 Starlings were in the lowlands.
Autumn was drawing to a close, but on 31st a
Pallas’s Warbler was discovered at Ty Nesaf before
moving to Nant, where it was trapped and ringed.

November and plenty still to see

Poor weather dominated early November, but during
a respite on 6th seawatching produced three Great
Northern Divers, a Red-breasted Merganser, three
Eiders and two Little Gulls. Landbirds included a
Snow Bunting, a Firecrest, a Woodcock, 99 Skylarks
overhead, 12 Goldcrests, 850 Starlings, 90
Chaffinches, seven Bramblings, 15 Greenfinches and
six Siskins. The 17th saw a juvenile Glaucous Gull in
Solfach and on 19th another Pallas’s Warbler was
found at Nant. Short-eared Owls were seen regularly,
along with occasional Lapland Buntings and a
Firecrest resident in Plas Withy. On 21st the wind
turned to the north-east during the night, bringing
some birds and the cold with it. A Red-breasted
Merganser, 12 Eiders, a late Balearic Shearwater
and 760 Razorbills flew past the South End, where
the gull flock had now reached at least 3000. A Ring
Ouzel and two Bullfinches were at Cristin, twelve
Song Thrushes, eleven Redwings, eighteen
Blackbirds and six Fieldfares were seen and 12
Meadow Pipits, 34 Chaffinches, seven Goldfinches,
two Siskins and a Reed Bunting passed overhead.
On 22nd a juvenile Grey Phalarope was found in
Henllwyn. It remained on 23rd, when a Long-eared
Owl was flushed out of Cristin garden. Another 10
minute seawatch produced 13 Eiders and a Great
Northern Diver. As November drew to a finale amid

. freezing temperatures, the 29th saw Lapwings,

. Golden Plovers and Snipe increasing in number as

cold weather on the mainland pushed them towards

. the milder coast. The first Brent Goose of the year
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flew past, a Snow Bunting was on the Narrows and
the Grey Phalarope was in Henllwyn with eighteen
Teal. 35 Lapwings, three Golden Plovers, 25 Snipe, a

Jack Snipe and a Water Rail were noted.

Final fling
So that was autumn...but wait a minute...there’s

more! November finished on a high note when on

30th a juvenile Common Rosefinch was discovered 9 " _

in the Heligoland Trap at Cristin and was trapped and Juvenile Common Rosefinch © Steve Stansfield
ringed. Up to 38 Lapwings and 17 Golden Plovers reed bed. The Common Rosefinch was again in
were now feeding in the fields, two Little Egrets were Cristin garden, feeding on the feeders with

in Henllwyn, fourteen Snipe and two Jack Snipe were Chaffinches, a Brambling and a few Blue Tits. Eight
in the wetlands and the Firecrest was still in Plas Snipe, a Jack Snipe and a Woodcock were in the
Withy. On 2nd of December the highlights were a wetlands and two Grey Plovers were on Solfach
Mistle Thrush, a Stock Dove briefly in Traeth Ffynnon with two Mediterranean Gulls, 240 Black-headed
and best of all two Pintails with the Mallards in Gulls, 23 Common Gulls, 120 Herring Gulls and
Solfach. As the mainland continued to freeze the 7th  eighty Kittiwakes.

produced a Bittern, flushed from the wetlands in the

. . . Steve Stansfield
morning and seen again late afternoon in Carreg

We need more Friends of
Bardsey - how you can help

The Council has recently Please pass on copy
produced a new membership If you have received the latest

brochure - as an initiative to Beacon by mail then an example

ol

increase the number of Friends copy of the brochure is enclosed — .

of Bardsey Bird and Field perhaps you could pass thisonto [ BIrd d F|e|d Observatdry
Observatory (with pro bono anyone that you know who may ’ howyou can help
design to keep costs to a be interested in becoming a el join us
minimum). Friend of BBFO.

Aim to target distribution If you are aware of a possible

We have had several hundred of  distribution point, such as your
these printed but need to target local bird club, please let Jill

them effectively so we plan to Lawrence know (telephone 01782
distribute these to all visitors 253502) and she will arrange for
staying at the Obs, to visiting non- a number of leaflets to be sent to
members (when we spot them!)  you. Thank you.

and amongst some of the bird and

natural history groups around the

Wales area. Jill Lawrence
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Secretary’s Bit - February 2011

Since the AGM in July 2010 the Observatory

the South End overnight monitoring attractions and

Council has held two meetings, in December 2010 assisting with bird welfare issues are invaluable.

and February 2011, in Penkridge, Staffordshire.
Both meetings enjoyed good attendance from
Council Members.

Lengthy discussion about the Constitution

After a welcome from the Chairman, the meeting held
in December began with the Minutes of the previous
meeting being approved. Due to the importance
placed on reaching agreement on a revised draft of
the Constitution for the Observatory, necessary to
bring us up to date with the current requirements of
the Charities Commission (CC), the Chairman asked
that the subject be discussed prior to his report. lan
Wright had circulated a ‘Model Constitution’ from the
CC, provided as a model for any newly formed
Charity, to which he had suggested amendments to
meet the requirements of the Observatory. Lengthy
discussions followed, with many questions being
raised. Those that could not be answered were noted
by lan for further consideration when amending the
draft Constitution. lan agreed to circulate the latest
version of the document and all Members were
invited to send comments to lan after the meeting to
help him prepare and present an amended draft
Constitution at the next meeting of Council in
February. The Chairman thanked lan for his work in

this respect to date, which was echoed by all present.

LSA hut of great benefit

The Chairman then returned to his report, expanding
on new items of importance and others that had
moved forward since the previous meeting. The
modifications to the LSA Hut are now complete and
it is ready for use as a bird ringing and rest facility for
our staff. All who have seen this renovated facility
have been very impressed by the result and our
Assistant Warden, Rich Brown, has made good use

of the LSA Hut. The benefits of having someone on

Staffing for the 2011 season was considered, with
our Warden, Steve Stansfield, continuing along with
Rich Brown, who has agreed to return for a further
season as Assistant Warden. Rich Else has moved
on and Steve Hinde, who has helped at the
Observatory as a volunteer, has accepted the
position of 2nd Assistant Warden. Peter Hope Jones’
“Flora of Bardsey’ project is now progressing, with
planning sessions expected to take place over the
winter following discussions with Observatory
representatives at the recent Bardsey Scientific

Committee meeting.

Success of group bookings of Obs

Our Treasurer, Dianne Charles, submitted an interim
report of the financial situation of the Obs., which was
holding up despite the current downturn in the
economy. Effortis to be made to find additional
sources of funding for projects. Any suggestions from
members would be welcome. Alicia, our Bookings
Secretary, said that bookings had been good for
2010. Bookings for 2011 also appear to be

satisfactory, with surprising results for Group usage.

Our Warden, Steve Stansfield, presented his
report, which covered all aspects of the work of
the Observatory. He confirmed that both the staff
and volunteers at Cristin had completed their
maintenance and conservation tasks very
successfully. Many thanks to all involved for
their efforts.

The second meeting of Council, in February, followed
much the same pattern, with the Agenda again
adjusted in favour of discussions regarding the
proposed revision of the Constitution. lan Wright

gave a visual presentation of his revised draft
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Constitution, which again received full attention and was further amended as discussion proceeded. The

outcome of these considerations was that the document was generally considered acceptable as a final

draft, which lan would present to the CC for approval. If accepted by the CC it would be circulated to

Council and the Membership for approval at the Annual General Meeting (hopefully the AGM in July 2011).

The Chairman had submitted his preliminary report by e-mail, with few additional points added at this

meeting. In the absence of the Treasurer the accounts to date had been circulated by e-mail. The Secretary

presented the Health and Safety Policy Document (as circulated in December) for acceptance, which was

agreed and signed by the Chairman. Health and Safety considerations are ongoing, with any additions/

amendments subject to discussion and updated as necessary. Finally Jill Lawrence presented the 2nd

version of her Membership Recruitment Pamphlet, which was discussed and approved for publication,

subject to final amendments.

Mike West

The Bardsey Island
Experience

‘.. having heard much about this tranquil island
for its peaceful, relaxed experience and the
quality birding to be had there from, | eventually
had a trip arranged for me at the beginning of
August 2010, by my son Alex who had enjoyed a
trip to Bardsey with Kate and Geoff Gibbs at the
same time of year some fourteen years

previously...

... we decided to take the path to climb the 168 metre
(548 ft) high Mountain. The spectacular views from

the top across the complete island were worth the

climb alone; South towards the lighthouse, north-east

towards the mainland and in the distance South
Stack off Anglesey and the Wicklow mountains in
Ireland to the west. Far below us along the steep cliff
base Shags rested, Fulmars and Manx Shearwaters
glided over the sea and noisy Herring, Black-headed
and Lesser Black-backed Gulls perched on rocks.
On some of the higher grassy slopes Chough
investigated the thick grass clumps and mounds
along with Jackdaw. The Chough appeared to be

unsure of our presence and moved away soon after

A short extract from an article featured in
‘Essex Birds’ in which Gerry Johnson

describes his first visit to the island

we appeared on the scene. An expected species
along the Essex coast but uncommon on Bardsey
was a male Reed Bunting spotted amongst the
heather. We descended the mountain and after a
light lunch took a more leisurely walk around the

north-west side.

Manx Shearwaters effortlessly skim the waves
The jagged rocky shore provided many perches for
the noisy Oystercatchers, making more noise than
Redshank on Essex marshes! Grey Herons and
Whimbrels moved across the rocks in search of
anything to eat. The solid stone North Hide was a
welcome resting point especially with the luxury

of 100 mm thick foam blocks to sit on! From here
we spent time watching good numbers of Manx
Shearwaters skimming effortlessly over the waves,
the odd Fulmar, Guillemot pairs flying past,
Cormorants diving, low flying Shag and Gannets

out to sea.

Up and out before 06:00 we headed for the

lighthouse for the first time and the south end of the
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island. Walking along the rough track towards the
harbour Chough appeared to be ‘playing’ in the up-
draft over head, launching from where they had been
roosting overnight on high precipices, only to be
disturbed by a Raven pair with their unmistakeable
deep rasping calls, out on an early recognisance
sortie. With a field of oats to our right and more
sunflowers to our left, the area was already alive with
Meadow Pipits, Linnets, Pied Wagtails, Dunnocks,

Swallows and the odd Skylark. The sheltered harbour

had 80+ Grey Seals hauled up on the rocks,
constantly groaning to each other. Scanning the
harbour area we noted our first Northern Wheatear
and what was to be a very common sight all week -
Rock Pipit.’

Gerry Johnson
By writing so vividly Gerry has advertised the joys of
visiting Bardsey to a key audience. Maybe more of us
could write for our local bird club—another way to

support the Obs.  Jo Jones, Ed. Note.

Sponsor Manx Shearwater entry

Plans are in place for the publication of a North
Wales Breeding Bird Atlas. To help with
funding the book, each species covered is
being offered for sponsorship. Geoff Gibbs has
approached the Observatory to see if we would
like to sponsor the Manx Shearwater entry,

which seems very appropriate.

To do this we need to raise £200. If members
would like to make a donation to the Observatory
to help us sponsor the Manx Shearwater entry,
please send your donation to our Treasurer. Many
thanks.

Patrick Davies

Bardsey Flora

Following the generous response from Friends
to the Flora funds some time ago, a group from
the BBFO Council and Bardsey Island Scientific
Committee is progressing the gathering of
expertise and data towards this project.

Further field work has been completed on the Island
and data are being gathered together. It remains a
big task but the enthusiasm and the finance to make

progress is there.

lan Wright

Caption competition

We had a good selection of entries for this competition.

Inevitably moths featured heavily, with good examples
from Ruth Edwards and Patrick Davies: ‘he seems to have
forgotten that you're supposed to collect moths in the moth
-trap’, and ‘the prototype industrial moth trap provides
mixed results’ and the more drastic suggestion of
‘Bardsey Hooverfly extermination program in action’ from
Bob Normand. Ann Owen-Vaughan'’s entry reflected the
lengths to which Assistant Wardens go to do a good job
with ‘Is this clean enough Emma? I've hoovered every inch
of this room.” However, the Warden, Steve wins with the
most topical suggestion: ‘You just never know when
William and Kate might drop by!’

Steve wins a bottle of wine and a framed photo with the

winning caption has gone to Rich E.
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Other ways to support the Observatory

We should all like to visit the Observatory every

season, but for one reason or another few of us

manage it. Did you know that you can show your

support by purchasing clothing carrying the
Observatory Logo?

We now have a wide selection of casual wear
suitable for birding or just popping down to the
supermarket. It is warm, comfortable and washes
easily. What is more all the items are available with
either the English or Welsh Logo.Take a look on the
Bardsey Bird and Field Observatory Web Site,

www.bbfo.org.uk and click on clothing by Mail Order.

If you have a special request | am always happy to

investigate it, just give me aring.

Eco-friendly shopping bag

As an organisation pledged to supporting wildlife
and the environment | was particularly pleased to
introduce ‘Bags for Life’ shopping bags. These Jute
Shoppers tick all the boxes when it comes to the
environment. Made of natural plant fibres they are
sustainable. reusable and biodegradable. The
suppliers, Go Jute, operate a strict code of ethics
throughout the whole production process. They visit
factories ensuring that suppliers are certified and
that they adhere to conditions of employment set
out by environmental project agencies. They come
with either short or long soft handles and cost £5-00

each plus postage and packing.

Personalised gifts by local engraver

For a couple of years we have stocked beautifully
engraved lead crystal glasses carrying the new
Shearwater Logo. As with everything else you can

choose an English or Welsh version. We employ a

glass engraver from the heartland of glass production

around Stourbridge in the midlands. Martyn can

personalise each glass with names or sentiments

such as Happy Birthday. He has been asked to
engrave several glasses in Welsh. As you can
imagine this demands a great deal of concentration
and we are always relieved when the recipient
confirms that everything is correctly spelt.

The glasses are £15.00each plus postage and
packing. Special engraving carries a small extra

charge depending on the amount involved.

We are always trying to find local craftsmen who can
offer us something a little different. This season we
are introducing metal Pin Badges which can be worn
on clothing or pinned to rucksacks. They come in
three finishes, White background, Silver background
and Gold background with English or Welsh Logo.
They are very affordable at only £2.80 each plus
postage. For information on the badges and any

other query e-mail me at sales@bbfo.org.uk.
Denise Healey, 01785 715137

New quality pin badges to wear with pride.
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Bookings for 2011 Contact information

Requests for visits to the Observatory have been Chairman Patrick Davies
coming in thick and fast at the moment so if anyone out chair@bbfo.org.uk 01253 712886
there wishes to stay this year NOW is the time to ié\:\:/:tt?@rﬁky.com 01 gl\zllékg:s\g;ss 1t
contact me. Treasurer Dianne Charles
dianne.charles@tesco.net 0121 2490490
Introduce your children or grandchildren to Bardsey Bookings Secretary Alicia Normand
There are still places available in the school summer #g':"fgg'g‘ Drive, Teignmouth, Devon,
holidays so why not introduce your children, or stay@bbfo.org.uk 01626 773908
grandchildren, to the delights of the Island. | have been Warden Steve Stansfield
going to the Observatory since 1978 and been Booking warden@bbfo.org.uk 07855 264151
Sec. since 1993 so | am now in the privileged position Boatman Colin Evans

of seeing children of the 70s and 80s returning to the 07971 769895 or 07791 683422
- . . Bardsey Sales Goods Denise Healey
Observatory as adult visitors, often with their own denise. healey@tiscali.co.uk 01785 715137

families. A taste of island life in childhood often results

in a long-standing interest in both the Observatory and Copy for July 2011 issue, to
Jo Jones, Beacon Editor
the wildlife of Enlli. And after all - today's children are 70 Newmarket Road, Burwell, Cambs,
our future. CB25 0AE. jojones14@btinternet.com
01638 743131
Check on the website for bookings taken but also with me by Weds 15th t.)lune ﬁlease, preferably
y email.

as soon as you know when you want to go. Some weeks
have gone already.

We welcome your contributions.
Jo, Steve or Patrick are happy to

Alicia Normand, Bookings Secretary | giscyss possible articles with you.

Andrea Normand
on Bardsey in 1978
aged 9 years (right),
now returns with
her 3 children
William, Jonjo

and Holly (left).

5 =\

£

Charges for staying at the Observatory:  Group bookings: £1,500 which includes the boat

Crossing to the Observatory: £35 fare and transportation of luggage, books the whole

Accommodation : Adults £125; Seniors of state Observatory for a maximum of 12 persons.
pensionable age & young people over 14 years and  Car park fee: £12 per week at Cwrt Farm.
in full time education £110; Children 3 years and up

to 13 years £80; Under 3 years Free. Single For full details and conditions contact Alicia

supplement: £50 per week. Normand or visit the website.

www.bbfo.org.uk with welsh articles ~ www.bbfo.blogspot.com
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